Alleyne’s Academy
Oulton Road

Stone

Staffordshire

ST15 8DT

Tel: 01785 337400

Nle e S Fax: 01785 337428
www.alleynesacademy.co.uk

A C A D EMY office@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk

Headteacher: Ms K Lockett B.A. Hons, M.Ed, NPQH

NISI DOMINUS FRUSTRA - 1558

Welcome to the Spring 2024 Alleyne’s Newsletter

It’s been a busy Spring Term at Alleyne’s Academy, the wet weather we’ve experienced in the last few
weeks have at times threatened to put a dampener on school life, but as you’ll see from the information
below, we’ve managed to fit a lot in! But firstly | would like to welcome back our Headteacher, Karen
Lockett who has now fully recovered from her operation and will be phasing herself back into school life
over the coming weeks.

We continue to be impressed by the resilience that students are showing and by their commitment to
their studies. With internal and external examinations approaching for a number of Year Groups, it’s
essential that students are focused and engaged with their work. It’s also important that they’re in
school — we continue to focus on attendance as a key priority and would stress the fact that it’s the
biggest contributing factor to student success. Put simply, the more that students are here, the better
they do. A focus on being in every day is key for all students so that they can make the most of their
time here and reach their full potential.

In terms of examinations, there’s lots of support in place for students, for example, revision
resources/subject guidance and many students take advantage of this to be sure that they can approach
their exams with confidence. We're also aware however that students can find this period stressful; as
such, there are lots of support mechanisms in place, whether this is through conversations with teachers
and tutors, or through one-to-one sessions with trained mental health practitioners. Please just get in
touch if we can help in any way.

Extra Curricular
Royal Society Student Conference

The question, as written in bold on the back of the team t-shirts
seems simple: “What species of tree would make the best raft?”
Well we’ve been working on it for months - testing the
absorbency of timber samples, seeing which would be easiest to
cut and getting expert advice about where we’d find long
straight logs instead of big gnarly trees.

Wili ROYAL SOCIETY

The work was funded by a generous Royal Society Partnership
Grant and they invited some of the team to London in early March to display our work. Unfazed by the
grand surroundings in the Royal Society Headquarters, our group were brilliant — articulate, well
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prepared, and extremely knowledgeable. From our study, we decided that sycamore trees, grown in a
woodland setting would make the best raft.

The group also enjoyed some London sightseeing and an evening theatre trip too. The image shows our

team being presented with their certificates by Professor Bryan Turner FMedSci FRS. (Mr Taylor/Technology
Technician)

Sporting Success

Alleyne’s Academy have had numerous sporting
fixtures since the last newsletter, it has been a hive of
activity in the spring term seeing a great deal of
participation and success across various sports. Year 9
girls remain unbeaten this season with an impressive
11-0 win against Moorside High and a thrilling 4-2
penalties victory against our closest rivals Blythe High
School. The Year 10 girls were crowned champions at a
recent indoor football competition where they went
unbeaten throughout the afternoon. This included
wins against Weston Road Academy, Sir Graham Balfour and Stafford Grammar School Year 11 girls

continue into the semi finals of the County Cup after wins against Painsley Catholic College (2-1) and
Westwood College (5-1).

The Year 9 boys reached the quarter final of
the County Cup where they narrowly missed
out on a place in the semi-final losing 2-0 to
last years winners of the competition. The
Year 10 boys progress to the next round of the
District Cup thanks to a 2-0 win versus Blessed
William Howard Catholic High School with
goals from Will Swainston and Raymi Houlton.
The Year 11 boys beat Alsager High School 3-1
in the Sentinel Cup and progress to the next .
round. And finally, the Sixth Form boys progress into the semi flnals of the County Cup after an

impressive 2-0 victory against Thomas Alleyne’s High School.
Whistlers Training Day

10 of our Year 9 girls footballers took part in the FA
'whistlers' training day. This introduced them to
the core skills of officiating in football and
developed their leadership skills. The day involved
a morning theory session which covered the laws
of football, signals and scenario based activities. In
the afternoon the girls then put what they had
learnt into practice where they all had the
opportunity to play in small sided games and
officiate matches. The girls all recieved a certificate
for the day as an introductory qualification into
becoming a football official.




Barclays Game Changers

Three year 9 students were selected by the local girls' football partnership strategic lead for Stafford and
Stone to become ambassadors for girls' football in the local area. Using their passion for football and
allowing every girl the opportunity to access football in schools, they will help inspire, engage, and
empower other girls, as well as parents, teachers, and key decision makers, to want to make a positive
change for girls’ football.

The girls took part in a webinar providing them with ideas which they will now execute in order to
engage more girls in the local area to take part in football

Cricket Regional Champions

A group of 10 students (8 x Y9 and 2 x Y10) went to the regional indoor
U15 Boys cricket competition at Fenton Manor. After playing 6 games
of cricket our boys came out in 1st place. Winning 5 out of 6 games our
boys did the school proud. They demonstrated our school's values
extremely well by playing with class and respecting opponents and
officials.

The boys then headed to Aldersley to compete in the grand finale for
title of U15 county champions. The tournament was played in the
same indoor format which comprised of 5 balls per over and 8 overs in total. Our boys did themselves
proud, they finished the day in 6th Place. Of all teams that entered the competition to finish in 6th place

was a massive achievement!
Year 9 House football competition

Around 70 year 9 students enjoyed their house football competition this term. We had a separate boys'
and girls' competition, which were all officiated by our year 10 sports leaders and in addition 4 of our
sixth form sports leaders coordinated the event, organising fixtures and recording results. Next term our
year 10 students will take part in their football competition.

Trips

Year 11 GCSE Geography students went to New Brighton to
collect primary data for the fieldwork aspect of the paper 3
summer exam. Students had to collect data for a Human
and Physical Geography investigation, based on
regeneration and coastal management. They worked in
small groups carrying out people counts, Environmental
Impact surveys, questionnaires, coastal management
strategy maps and field sketches. They will then use this
data to collate, present, analyse to reach conclusions.
Considering this is the first time that the students have
carried out any such fieldwork they were an asset to the
school especially when conducting questionnaires.

For most of the students this was their first time visiting
New Brighton and | am sure most will return. Our students




who went on the Wednesday visit had the bonus of bumping into a football legend, Jon Barnes.

Young Enterprise

This year the Young Enterprise team have set
out to help children handle their emotions;
so, meet C.U.T.E! They have produced a
children’s book that comprises of 4 short
stories to help children understand what

anger, sadness, jealousy and worry may feel
like. So far, they have attended trade fairs at
the Trafford Centre and Stone high street as
well as pitching their product to a panel of
experts at Michelin. The next stages in the
competition are the judges interviews and
the Staffordshire/Shropshire final, which is
being held right here at Alleyne's Academy! You can keep up to the date with the team and their
progress via the Alleyne's Facebook page or on the team's Instagram: @c.u.t.e_alleynes. We're

extremely proud of the hard work they have put in so fingers crossed they can impress the judges! (Miss
Newnes/Head of Business Studies)

Thank you very much for reading this newsletter and | look forward to your conintued support. Have a
lovely Easter holiday.

Mr Tweats
Mf(jﬁomg

Deputy Headteacher



