Subject Curriculum Map: Geography Year 13 2022-23
Exam Board & Assessment Method: Edexcel — 3 Papers

Curriculum Intent:

Engaging and contemporary issues-based approach

Our specifications offer an issues-based approach to studying geography,
enabling students to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions
and issues such as the consequences of globalisation, responses to hazards,
water insecurity and climate change.

Supports progression to undergraduate level geography

The specification content gives students the opportunity to develop an in-depth
understanding of physical and human geography, the complexity of people and
environment questions and issues, and to become critical, reflective and
independent learners.

Curriculum Implementation:

Straightforward and flexible content structure

This specification has four equally-weighted content areas of study, offering both
compulsory and optional content, assessed through three external assessments
and one piece of non-examination assessment.

Curriculum Impact:

Holistic understanding of geography

20%
Assessment of Dynamic Landscapes contribution to A level
and MC

Physical Systems and Sustainability

Paper 2

Assessment of Dynamic Places
and
Human Systems and Geopolitics

Paper 3

Synoptic investigation of a contemporary
geographical issue

Coursework

Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

A level Independent Investigation

contriby

Q

This specification will encourage students to make links between different geographical themes, ideas and concepts through synoptic themes embedded in the

compulsory content.
Support progression from Key Stage 4
The content builds on the understanding developed at KS4.



Key

Themes
Concepts and Ideas
Numeracy
Literacy
Year 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 1%t half | Autumn 2 2" half | Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1
Themes, Physical Systems | Non-Examined Physical Systems | Physical Systems | Physical Systems | Exam Revision
Concepts & and Sustainability | Assessment and Sustainability | and Sustainability | and Sustainability | and Paper 3
Ideas The Water Cycle (NEA) The Water Cycle The Carbon Cycle | The Carbon Cycle | Preparation
and Water Preparation and and Water and Energy and Energy
Insecurity Mock Revision Insecurity Insecurity Insecurity
Human Systems Human Systems Human Systems Human Systems
and Geopolitics and Geopolitics and Geopolitics and Geopolitics
Superpowers Superpowers Global Global
Development and | Development and
Connections - Connections -
Migration, Migration,
Identity and Identity and
Sovereignty Sovereignty
Knowledge The Water Cycle The independent | The Water Cycle The Carbon Cycle | The Carbon Cycle | e Understand the
and and Water investigation may | and Water and Energy and Energy requirements to
understandin | Insecurity relate to human Insecurity Insecurity Insecurity successfully
g Enquiry 1 or physical Enquiry 2 (Cont.) | Enquiry 1 Enquiry 2 (Cont.) complete Paper

e Understand the
importance of
the hydrological
cyclein
supporting life
on earth and
how it operates

geography or it
may integrate
them.

The independent
investigation
must:

e Understand
how surpluses
of water in the
hydrological
cycle occur and
how they can
impact on the

e Understand that
the carbon cycle
operates as a
system, at a
range of spatial
scales and
timescales.

e Be aware that
much economic
development
today continues
to depend on
fossil fuels.

3.

e Understand the
demands on
“analyse”
question.

e Evaluate the
relevance of




at a range of
spatial and
temporal scales.
Know that the
global
hydrological
cycle is a closed
system and that
the drainage
basin is an open
system.
Understand
how inputs,
stores, flows
and outputs
operate within
systems and
how they also
contribute to
contrasting
water budgets,
river regimes
and storm
hydrographs at
a more local
level.

Enquiry 2

e Evaluate the

impact of short-
term variations
on the
hydrological
cycle.

e Understand

how physical

e bebasedona

guestion or
issue defined
and developed
by the student
individually to
address aims,
questions
and/or
hypotheses
relating to any
of the
compulsory or
optional
content
incorporate
field data
and/or
evidence from
field
investigations,
collected
individually or
in groups
draw on the
student's own
research,
including their
own field data
and, if
relevant,
secondary data
sourced by the
student
require the
student

environment
and people.
Evaluate
evidence
concerning the
longer-term
impacts of
climate change
on the
hydrological
cycle.

Enquiry 3
e Understand the

physical and
human causes
of water
insecurity.
Appreciate that
in terms of
water insecurity
it is an unequal
world, both
physically and
economically.
Assess the
consequences
and risks
associated with
water insecurity
at a variety of
scales.

Evaluate
different
approaches to
managing water

e Understand the

geological and
biological
processes that
control carbon
movements
between stores.
Understand that
humans are
having an
increasing
impact on
natural carbon
cycle
functioning,
especially
through fossil
fuel
consumption.
Understand that
a balanced
carbon cycle is
important in
maintaining
planetary
health.

Enquiry 2
e Understand that

all countries
strive for energy
security.

e Be aware that

energy security
still relies
heavily on fossil

e Understand that
there are
alternatives to
fossil fuels, but
each has its
costs and
benefits.

Enquiry 3

e Understand the
anthropogenic
threats to the
interlinked
carbon and
water cycles.

® Be aware how
degradation of
the carbon and
water cycles
affects human
well-being.

e Evaluate the
pros and cons of
climate change
adaptation and
mitigation.

e Explain the roles
of different
players in
reducing the
risks of
enhanced
carbon
emissions.

links between
figures and
information
within the
resource to
successfully
answer the
questions set.
e Evaluate the
synoptic
strengths linked
to the resource
and evaluate
their
relationships to
the questions.




and human
factors cause
deficits in the
hydrological
cycle.

Superpowers

Enquiry 1

e What are
superpowers
and how have
they changed
over time.

e Understand

how different

types of
powerful
country can be
defined and
characterised
using a range of
criteria.

Understand

how patterns of

power has
changed over
time and how
this creates
stable or
unstable
geopolitical
situation.

e Understand the
strengths and
weaknesses of
emerging

independently
to
contextualise,
analyse and
summarise
findings and
data

involve the
individual
drawing of
conclusions
and their
communicatio
n by means of
extended
writing and the
presentation
of relevant
data.

supply and
usage.
Understand the
need to plan
more
sustainable
approaches to
the
management of
this finite
resource.

Superpowers
Enquiry 3

What spheres
of influence
are contested
by
superpowers
and what are
the
implications of
this.
Understand
why some
geographical
locations and
economic
spheres are
claimed by
more that one
power and
how this can
create conflict.
Recognise that
the rise of

fuel
consumption.

Global
Development and
Connections -
Migration,
Identity and
Sovereignty
Enquiry 1

e What are the
impacts if
globalisation
on
international
migration?

e Explain how
globalisation
has led to an
increase in
migration
both within
countries and
between
them.

e Understand
why the
courses of
migration are
varied,
complex and
subject to
change.

e Evaluate the
varied
consequences

Global
Development and
Connections -
Migration,
Identity and
Sovereignty
Enquiry 3

e Explain how the
UN and other
global
organisations
have evolved
since 1945.
Assess the role
of global
organisations in
establishing
rules for world
trade and
financial flows.
Understand why
some neighbour
states have
chosen to join
regional groups
such as the EU.

Enquiry 4

What are the

threats to

national

sovereignty in a

more globalised

world?

e Understand why
national identity




powers, and
how some are
challenging the
existing
geopolitical
order.

Enquiry 2

e What are the
impacts of
superpowers on
the global
economy,
political system
and the physical
environment?

e Understand
how
superpowers
influence the
global economy
and take
advantage of it.

e Recognise that
some
superpowers
have significant
cultural
influence which
is a source of
power.

e Understand the
role that
superpowers
play in global
economic,

powerful
countries in
Asia is causing
a fundamental
power shift.
Understand
that this power
shift affects
emerging
powers,
developed
nations and
the developing
world in both
positive and
negative ways.
Understand
that political
and cultural
tensions may
increase as
emerging
powers flex
their muscles.
Recognise the
sources of
uncertainty
when
attempting to
predict the
future
geopolitical
balance of
power.

of
international
migration and
the differing
perspectives
that feature in
migration
debates.

Enquiry 2

e How are
nation states
defined and
how have they
evolved in a
globalising
world?

e Explain how
demographic
and political
processes
have shaped
the
populations
and borders of
states.

e Assess the
role of 19"
century
nationalism
and
colonialism in
the
development
of the modern
world.

is an elusive and
contested
concept.

e Explain what the
main challenges
to national
identity arein a
more globalised
world.

e Understand
what
consequences
may follow from
disunity within
nations.




political and

environment

governance.
e Understand that
Superpowers and
emerging powers
have a
disproportionate
impact on the
global
environment and
global resource
consumption.

e Understand
why some
states have
adopted
particular
economic
strategies in
response to
globalisation.

Subject
specific skills

Physical Systems
and Sustainability
The Water Cycle
and Water
Insecurity

(1) Analyse data
linked to flows,
inputs, outputs
and stores on
world and
regional scales.
(2) Use of cycle
diagrams to
identify key
features of
hydrological
cycles at different
scales.

(3) Analyse water
budgets and

Physical Systems
and Sustainability
The Water Cycle
and Water
Insecurity

As before.
Human Systems
and Geopolitics

Superpowers

As before.

Physical Systems
and Sustainability
The Carbon Cycle
and Energy
Insecurity

(1) Use
proportional flow
diagrams to
represent flux
data.

(2) Analysis of the
maps to find
patterns,
evidence and
analysis of
physical changes
in temperature
and precipitation.
(3) Analysis of the
complex impacts
on different

Physical Systems
and Sustainability
The Carbon Cycle
and Energy
Insecurity

As before.

Human Systems
and Geopolitics
Global
Development and
Connections -
Migration,
Identity and
Sovereignty

As before.




seasonal
differences.

(4) Use storm
hydrographs to
analyse links
between input
and rate of
discharge in river
systems.

(5) Interpreting
how physical and
human factors
cause deficits in
the hydrological
cycle using

distribution maps.

(6) Analysis of the
complex impacts
of climate change
on the
hydrological cycle
(7) Evaluate the
suitability of
various
adaptation and
mitigation
strategies.

Human Systems
and Geopolitics
Superpowers
(1) Constructing
power indexes
using complex
data sets,

biomes especially
marine and
tropical rainforest
ecosystems.

(4) Graphical
analysis
comparing energy
mixes in different
countries and in
them over time.
(5) Analysing
energy flows
using flow line
graphs over
different areas.
(6) Analysing
comparisons in
emissions data
over different
sectors.

(7) Use GIS maps
to explore and
evaluate the
impact of climate
issues on different
scales.

(8) Analyse
climate model
maps to identify
areas at most risk
from water issues.

Human Systems
and Geopolitics
Global
Development and




including ranking
and scaling.

(2) Mapping past,
present and
future sphere of
influence and
alliances using
world maps.

(3) Using graphs
of world trade
growth using
linear and
logarithmic scales.
(4) Mapping
emissions and
resource
consumption
using proportional
symbols.

(5) Plotting the
changing location
of the world’s
economic centre
of gravity on
world maps.

(6) Analysing
future Gross
Domestic Product
(GDP) using data
from different
sources.

Connections -
Migration,
Identity and
Sovereignty

(1) Use of
flowlines on
global maps
showing flows,
both the direction
and number of
migrants among
global regions.
(2) Interpreting
oral accounts
from migrants to
investigate the
cause of
migration.

(3) Interpreting a
range of opinions
on the
contribution of
migrants to the
culture and social
life of two
contrasting
nations.

(4) Use of divided
bar graphs to
compare the
ethnic diversity of
countries.

(5) Comparison of
global maps of
languages and




colonial histories
to analyse
relationship
between them.
(6) Using the Gini
coefficient and
income/wealth
proportions for
deciles of the
population to
describe
inequalities within
and between
nation states.

(7) Evaluating
source material,
including
newspaper
articles, to
determine the
impact of IGOs
managing global
environmental
issues.

(8) Use of
proportional
circles to show
size of output and
level of foreign
ownership of
different
economic sectors.
(9) Critical
analysis of a
variety of source
material to




identify possible
reasons for errors
in the assessment
of the costs and
benefits of foreign
ownership
(property land
and businesses).
(10) Critical
analysis of source
material to
identify possible
misuse of data in
the assessment of
role of the state
and the success in
promoting
national identity.

1.SMsC

To appreciate the
complexity of the
world we live in,
in relation to
water usage and
its impacts on
human and
physical
environments.

To value and
respect the views
of othersin
relation to water
security.

To work
successfully

As before.

To appreciate the
complexity of the
world we live in,
in relation to
energy
consumption and
its impacts on
local and global
climate changes.

To value and
respect the views
of othersin
relation to
unequal access to
energy reserves
and the
implications this

As before.

To value and
respect the views
of others in
relation to issues
relating to
political decision
making, economic
development and
environmental
issues.

To appreciate the

complexity of the

world that we live
in, in relation to a

regional issue that
influences spatial

and temporal




alongside peers to
explore the
opportunities and
challenges due to
the changing
development of
countries and
water security
issues.

Develop good
citizens for the
future who
acknowledge the
need to manage
water more
sustainably and
respect the
environment such
as the role of the
UN, IGO’s and
NGO's.

has on economic
development.

To work
successfully
alongside peers to
explore the
opportunities and
challenges due to
the changing
development of
countries and
unbalanced
consumption of
energy.

Develop good
citizens for the
future who
acknowledge the
need to live more
sustainably in
relation to a
wider energy mix
and respect the
environment such
as the role of the
UN within society.

factors of other
nations and
groups of people.

2.Skills For
life

Listening
Listening and
responding with
confidence to
new ideas and
concepts
surrounding a

Problem Solving
Exploring and
identifying a
range of problems
and the
challenges that
the global

Aiming High
Assessing ideas
and making
connections
between years 12
and 13 regarding
the challenges

Aiming High
Assessing ideas
and making
connections
between years 12
and 13 regarding
the challenges

Aiming High
Reading and
responding with
confidence to
familiar ideas and
concepts
surrounding a




potentially
unfamiliar
terminology.
Also involving
themselves in
conversations,
participating in
new ideas or
concepts while
also using subject
specific
terminology to
identify key
information they
will need and
retaining it.

economy and
water insecurity
issues can create,
and explaining
why different
approaches might
be needed to
address them.

Teamwork
Students identify
that their peers
contribute
valuable ideas
about issues such
as understanding
that geopolitical
and cultural
tensions arise
within the themes
studied and that
water issues arise
from a range of
different factors.

Students are
willing to work
together to reach
a justified
consensus on the
issues including
synoptic links to
the themes.

and opportunities
within different
cultures to further
develop and
justify their
responses to work
towards their
target (linked to
mock
examinations).
Statistical
analysis and
skills.

See skills.

and opportunities
within different
cultures to further
develop and
justify their
responses to work
towards their
target (linked to
mock
examinations).
Statistical
analysis and
skills.

See skills.

potentially
unfamiliar
context.

Also involving
themselves in
conversations,
participating in
analysing ideas or
concepts while
also using subject
specific
terminology to
identify key
information they
will need and
comparing to
other suitable
data.

Problem Solving
Exploring and
identifying a
range of problems
and challenges
that the
geographical
issues we have
study can create
and explaining
why different
approaches might
be needed to
address them.

Students are
willing to work




together to reach
a justified
consensus on the
issues including
synoptic links to
the themes

3.FBV

Diversity
Working mutually
with others to
demonstrate
respect for
different views on
issues such as
how patterns of
power have
changed over
time and how this
creates stable or
unstable
geopolitical
situation.

Respect
Respect

challenging
opinions and
stereotypes to
reinforce and
develop empathy
for people who
face water
scarcity issues.

Tolerance
Demonstrate
tolerance and
respect for
different cultures
living within
different
geographical
locations and
economic spheres
experiencing
water conflicts.

Current Affairs
Exploring a range
of current issues
impacting the UK
(e.g. Brexit), it's
physical
landscapes (water
scarcity) and
being aware of
how these events
impact others
living within
cultural tensions.

Diversity
Working mutually
with others to
demonstrate
respect for
different views on
issues such as
how patterns of
migration has
changed over
time and how this
creates stable or
unstable
geopolitical
tensions.

Respect
Respect

challenging
opinions and
stereotypes to
reinforce and
develop empathy
for people who
migrate and those
impacted by
geopolitical and
cultural tensions.

Current Affairs

Current Affairs

Exploring a range
of current affairs
that impact the
world on varying
scales - globally,
nationally and
locally such as the
UK (e.g. Brexit
and nuclear
energy
perceptions).

Being aware of
how these events
impact others
living within
society as
challenges to
national identity
are evidentin a
more globalised
world.

Be aware of the
local
environment.

Diversity
Working mutually
with others to
demonstrate
respect for
different diverse
societies.

Respect
Respect

challenging
opinions and
stereotypes (key
players) to
reinforce and
develop empathy
for people.




Stretch &

Extensions

Extensions

Extensions

Extensions

Extensions

challenge tasks built into tasks built into tasks built into tasks built into tasks built into
lessons. lessons. lessons. lessons. lessons.
Guided Guided Guided Guided
independent independent independent independent Guided
learning. learning. learning. learning. independent
Levelled exam Levelled exam Levelled exam Levelled exam learning.
questions. questions. questions. questions. Linked to
paper 3
activities.
Levelled exam
questions.
Key Analysing the Analysing the Analysing the Analysing the Analysing the
assessment synoptic links synoptic links synoptic links synoptic links synoptic links
focus, within A Level within A Level within A Level within A Level within A Level
suggested Geography. Geography. Geography. Geography. Geography.
assessments Understandin Understandin Understandin Understandin
Understandin g of key g of key g of key g of key
g of key command command command command
command words (linked words (linked words (linked words (linked
words (linked to starter to starter to starter to Paper 3
to starter activities activities activities such as
activities using key using key using key “analyse”).
using key geographical geographical geographical Ongoing exam

geographical
terminology).
Ongoing exam
style
questions
(linked to
command
words).

Model
answers.

terminology).
Ongoing exam
style
questions
(linked to
command
words).

Model
answers.

terminology).
Ongoing exam
style
questions
(linked to
command
words).

Model
answers.

terminology).
Ongoing exam
style
questions
(linked to
command
words).

Model
answers.

style
questions
(linked to
command
words used in
Paper 3 such
as “analyse).
Model
answers.




Feedback Feedback Feedback Feedback Feedback
verbal and verbal and verbal and verbal and verbal and
written. written. written. written. written.
Peer Peer Peer Peer Peer
assessment. assessment. assessment. assessment. assessment.
Visits/extra- Virtual field Virtual field Virtual field Virtual field Virtual field
curricular work and GIS work and GIS work and GIS work and GIS work and
including including including UK, including UK, using
Brazil Brazil Brazil, OPEC Brazil, OPEC previous
(Amazon), (Amazon), countries, countries, sample paper
Indonesia Indonesia Russia, USA, Russia, USA, and pre-
(Citarum), (Citarum), Bolivia, Bolivia, release
China (Yellow China (Yellow Nigeria and Nigeria and including
and Yangtze), and Yangtze), Japan. Japan. Singapore,
USA USA DMC, ASEAN,
(Colorado and (Colorado and and Japan.
Mississippi) Mississippi)
and Russia and Russia
Homework/I Additional Additional Additional Additional Additional
ndependent topical topical topical topical topical
Learning research such research such research such research such research such
as using the as using the as using the as using the as using the
internet and internet and internet and internet and internet and
newspapers newspapers newspapers newspapers newspapers
to keep up to to keep up to to keep up to to keep up to to keep up to
date with date with date with date with date with
topical topical topical topical topical
worldwide worldwide worldwide worldwide worldwide
issues and issues and issues and issues and issues and
current current current current current
affairs. affairs. affairs. affairs. affairs.
Geo-fact files. Geo-fact files. Geo-fact files. Geo-fact files. Geo-fact files.
Exam style Exam style

questions to

questions to




Exam style
guestions to
be completed.
Revision
materials
within the
school shared
area,
department
and school
website.
Opportunities
to attend
evening
lectures at
Staffordshire
University
with the local
Geographical
Association
(GA).

Exam style
questions to
be completed.
Revision
materials
within the
school shared
area,
department
and school
website.
Opportunities
to attend
evening
lectures at
Staffordshire
University
with the local
Geographical
Association
(GA).

Exam style
guestions to
be completed.
Revision
materials
within the
school shared
area,
department
and school
website.
Opportunities
to attend
evening
lectures at
Staffordshire
University
with the local
Geographical
Association
(GA).

be
completed.
Revision
materials
within the
school shared
area,
department
and school
website.

be completed
in relation to
Paper 3.
Revision
materials
within the
school shared
area,
department
and school
website
linked to
Paper 3.




