
KS3 English Language Reading  Grade Criteria  
 

 Response: Evidence: The Writer’s Methods and 
Technical Terms: 

Comparison and Context 
(not always applicable): 

Exceptional 
Performance 
Marks 32-40 

 
Personal and original, 

perceptive and 
insightful 

Make developed 
points, covering the 
most relevant parts of 
the text and what is 
implied. 6/7 
developed points  
 
Critically engage with 
the task and text, 
connecting your ideas 
so that your argument 
builds. 
 

Use a range of 
quotes precisely and 
thoughtfully to 
explore the task and 
text. Thinking about 
how the text changes 
throughout   

Analyse the subtler points of how 
writers use language and structure 
to create effect. 
 
Evaluate how methods are used in 
the text as a whole, linking them 
into your argument.  
 
Use terminology precisely and 
thoughtfully. 

Compare texts in a sustained and 
perceptive way. You make a 
comprehensive range of 
comparisons and use textual 
detail to clarify your ideas. 
 
Explore key factors of context 
convincingly. 

Mastery  
Marks 25-31 

 
Close engagement  

with the text 

 
Make considered  
and convincing 
points, covering the 
most relevant parts of 
the text and what is 
implied. 6/7 PEE  
 
 
Explore the task and 
text as a whole, 
connecting your ideas 
well. 
Develop a detailed 
and thoughtful 
response to the task 
and text. Consider 
deeper meanings and 

 
Use a wide range of 
quotes to explore the 
task and text. 
Referencing the beg, 
mid, end and begin to 
comment on the 
change  

 
Examine, analyse and explore how 
writers use specific language and 
structural features create effect. 
Begin to analyse structure 
effectively. 
 
Use a range of sophisticated 
terminology accurately to analyse 
the text. 

 
Examine a wide range of links 
between texts, analysing the 
connections between methods 
used. You use quotes from both 
texts thoughtfully. 
 
Explore a key factor of context 
closely. 
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alternative 
interpretations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secure  
 

Marks 13-21 
Appropriate register 

 
Comment on Beg, 
mid and end of the 

text in varying detail.  

Top  
Make points about 
most of the key points 
in the text and what it 
implies. 5/6 PEE 
 
Focus clearly on the 
task throughout. 
 

Middle 
Make a number of 
points about what the 
text implies, , joining 
points together. 4/5 
extended PEE 
 
 

Low 
Make a range of 
relevant points about 
what the text says 
and some of the 
ideas it raises. 4/5 
PEE 
 

Top 
Use a range of 
quotations effectively 
to illustrate and justify 
your ideas. 
 
 
 
 

Middle 
 
 
Use quotations 
effectively to justify 
ideas 
 
 

Low 
 
Use the relevant part 
of the text to support 
your points, using 
some quotes 
effectively. 

Top 
Clearly explain how writers use 
language and structure, analysing 
the effect on the reader. 

 
Use terminology accurately to 
analyse the text. 
 
 

Middle 
 
Understand how writers use 
language and structure and 
analyse the effect on the reader. 

 
Use some relevant terminology. 
 

Low 
 
Show some understanding of how 
writers use language and structure 
in a number of ways.  
 
 
 

Top 
Show a clear understanding of 
the differences between texts, 
making a range of connections. 
 
Make specific links between the 
context, the texts and the task. 
 
 

Middle 
 
Make some clear comparisons, 
using the text to support your 
ideas. 
 
Clearly explain the influence of 
context. 
 

Low 
Compare the different 
perspectives of the different time 
periods. 
 
Identify how context has 
influenced the text. 
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Focus well on the 
task.  
 
 
 

Developing 
Marks 5-12 

Some focus on the 
task 

Make some relevant 
points about what the 
text says and some of 
the ideas it raises. 3-
4 PEE 
 
 

Use the text to 
support your points, 
using some quotes.  

Identify features in the language 
and structure of texts. Make simple 
comments on their effects. 
 
 

Identify basic similarities and 
differences. 
 
Show you know about the times 
in which texts were written. 
 

Emerging 
Marks 0-4 

Little to no focus on 
the task  

 
 

Make very few points 
about what the text 
says without focusing 
on the question. 1/2 
points lacking 
explanation  
 

Refer to the text 
without quotes. 

Relate the story of the text without 
focusing on how language is used 
 
 

Little to no comparison  

 


