
KS3 English Language Writing Grade Criteria  

 Content, Form, 
Audience, Purpose

Vocabulary and spelling Punctuation Order Sentence types and 
grammar

Exceptional 
Performance 
Marks 32-35 
Convincing, 
compelling, 
sophisticated, 
manipulative, subtle 
 
Virtually all words 
spelt correctly

Confidently  match tone, 
style and register to the 
task, showing a 
sophisticated 
understanding. 
 
Integrate a range of 
complex ideas. 
 

Use ambitious word choices 
strategically for specific effects 
 
Craft language throughout, 
making sustained use of 
linguistic devices like irony. 
 

Craft punctuation in 
sentences to help create 
precise meaning 

 
Create a highly structured and 
developed piece. Structure is 
sophisticated and integral to creating 
meaning. 
 
Fluently link paragraphs and integrate 
discourse markers like “in so far as” 
and “moreover” seamlessly. 

Use simple, compound and 
complex sentences for 
specific effect, with 
sophistication. 
 
Excellent grammatical 
control. 
 
 

Mastery  
Marks 25-31 
 
Convincing 
 
Consistent use of 
Standard English 

Consistently and 
convincingly  match tone, 
style and register to the 
task. 
 
Explore a range of 
engaging ideas. 

Use a wide range of ambitious 
and appropriate word choices. 
 
Use a range of appropriate 
linguistic devices like analogies 
and imagery, chosen to suit the 
audience. 

Use a range punctuation 
consciously to create 
meaning and make 
meaning clearer (see 
secure). 

Use a range of structural features 
effectively, like repetition, contrast 
and triplets. 
 
Craft paragraphing to create a 
cohesive piece, making detailed 
connections between ideas. 
 
Integrate discourse markers like 
“consequently”. 
 
 

Use sentence types and 
lengths imaginatively and 
precisely.  
 
Use grammar and sentence 
constructions accurately 
most of the time. 

Secure 
Marks 13-21 
 
Clear and engaging 
 
Good level of 
Standard English 
 
Secure tense and 
agreement 
 
Good spelling of most 
words. 
 
Sometimes clear and 
fluent 
 

Top 
Match tone, style and 
register throughout for 
your audience, purpose 
and the type of text you 
are creating. 
 
Middle 
 
Write appropriately 
throughout for your 
audience and purpose 
and show a clear 
awareness of them. 
 
 
Low 
 
Write fairly appropriately 
for your audience and 
purpose, getting your 
ideas across successfully.

Top 
 
Make word choices clearly for 
effect. 
 
Use a range of linguistic devices 
like similes and metaphors 
successfully. 
 
Middle 
 
Use word choices consciously for 
effect, choosing some words 
precisely. Use a number of 
linguistic devices like emotive 
language and exaggeration . 
 
 
Low 
 
Use linguistic devices like 
emotive language.

Top 
 
Use a range of 
punctuation accurately: 
 
Punctuation might include 
Top: semi-colons to 
separate items in a list, 
hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity (e.g. man-
eating shark, not man 
eating shark) and semi-
colons, colons and 
dashes to link what could 
be sentences. 
 
Middle and low 
quotation marks, commas 
to clarify meaning, colons 
to introduce lists and 
using brackets, dashes 

Top 
 
Use structure effectively, shaping 
individual paragraphs for effect. 
 
Use paragraphs effectively and link 
them to create connections through 
the text as a whole. 
 
Use a range of discourse markers like 
“however” and “additionally” to make 
the piece flow. 
 
Middle 
Use structure for effect, using 
features like introductions and 
conclusions.  Link ideas together. 
 
Write in paragraphs to try to achieve 
purpose. 
 

Top 
 
Use varied sentence 
structures accurately to 
create effect. 
 
 
Middle 
Begin to use different 
sentence types and lengths 
for effect. 
 
Build most of your 
sentences accurately. 
 
Low 
 
Vary sentence structures 
using connecting phrases 
and background clauses 
(subordination), as well as 



KS3 English Language Writing Grade Criteria  

Usually uses the right 
tense and agreement 
(singular or plural) 

 
Make relevant points, 
which are sometimes 
linked together. 

 
 
Spell most words correctly; in 
particular, use common spelling 
patterns correctly: e.g. “pre”, 
“dis”, “ing” and doubling the 
consonant in words like “hitting”. 
 

and commas to section off 
background information 

Use some discourse markers like 
“because” and “indeed” to make your 
piece flow. 
 
Low 
Write with a sense of direction and 
order, creating an overall impression 
and using an introduction and 
conclusion. 
 
Write in paragraphs, with some 
accuracy. 
 
Use discourse markers like “however” 
with some accuracy. 

“who, what, when, where” 
clauses. 
 

Developing 
Marks 5-12 
 
Some Standard 
English 
 
For this level, you 
should use capital 
letters and full 
stops. 

Show some 
understanding of why you 
are writing and who for. 
but sometimes lapse into 
the wrong style of writing. 
 
Make one or two points, 
which you justify a little. 

Make simple word choices and 
sometimes use the same word a 
lot e.g. “big”. 
 
 
Usually spell  simple words 
correctly. 
 

Use some punctuation 
correctly. 
 
Punctuation might include 
speech marks, commas at 
the beginning of 
sentences after words like 
“suddenly”. 
 

Put your ideas in a sensible order.  
 
You are beginning to use paragraphs 
appropriately and make simple links 
between them. 
 

Begin to vary your sentence 
structures by starting 
sentences with adverbs like 
“quickly”. 
 
You usually use the right 
tense (e.g. “go” or “went”) 
and agreement (e.g. “is” or 
“are”). 
 

Emerging  
 
Marks 0-4 

 
Make one or two points 
which could be developed 
more. 

 
Spell some words correctly. 

Use some punctuation 
correctly. 
 
Punctuation might include 
full stops and capital 
letters 

Put your ideas in an order but without 
using paragraphs.  
 

Use the same sentence 
structures, which are short 
or joined by “and”, “so” or 
“then”. 
 
Struggle with using the right 
tense (e.g. “go” or “went”) or 
agreement (e.g. “is” or 
“are”).

 


