
Subject Curriculum Map: IT Year 11 2023‐24 

Exam board: Pearson – 40% Examination (Y11) 60% Internal Assessment (Y10) 
Curriculum intent: Year 11 IT aims to build on the key IT themes covered in Year 10 and facilitate students to finalise evidence related to specific, exam board 
given scenarios. Further developing practical, analysis and evaluative skills is key to achieving Distinction grades in the Pearson Tech Award in Digital 
Information Technology. Students will be taught how to construct relevant coursework content and how to format into suitable submission types. A larger 
area of focus will become exam technique and deeper analysis to achieve the highest grades in the examination – Component 3. With this curriculum map, 
we hope to help students to acquire knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying the knowledge, understanding and skills related 
to data management, data interpretation, data presentation and data protection as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. This builds on the learning that has 
already taken place at Key Stage 3. The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The 
qualification will broaden learners’ experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them. 

Curriculum Implementation: the course is delivered as 5 fortnightly lessons. This year’s curriculum is designed as the key year for completion of evidence 
towards Component 1 and Component 2 on the Pearson Tech Award in Digital Information Technology and focus upon the externally examined Component 
3.  We aim to offer a January attempt at the examination which we will treat as a formal mock examination. Although at a cost the school, we hope that it will 
help students prepare for the summer attempt in the best possible way, in exam conditions, with an externally set paper. It is the expectation that all 
students will re‐sit the paper, unless they have achieved a Distinction* overall, or other pastoral reasons suggest a re‐sit is not appropriate. The curriculum 
we have mapped gives learners the opportunity to develop sector‐specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment, including: 

• development of key skills that prove their aptitude in digital information technology, such as project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, 
creating dashboards to present and interpret data 

• processes that underpin effective ways of working, such as project planning, the iterative design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical 
codes of conduct 

• knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the sector, such as how different user interfaces meet user needs, how 
organisations collect and use data to make decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues. 

Curriculum impact: students will further develop their understanding of key concepts such as hardware and software, the role of IT within organisations and 
IT for communication, along with more specific development of their knowledge of threats to modern technologies. Students will also be able to apply this to 
specific, industry‐type scenarios to gain application marks in larger mark questions. Students will continue to improve their understanding of research 
techniques (physical and analytical) applying KS3 and GCSE level Mathematical and literacy skills to provide exam based evidence for their reasoning. 

 



Year 11 IT Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Prevention and 
management of 
threats to data. 
Policy  
 
Modern teams 
and modern 
technologies  

The wider 
implications 
of digital 
systems. 
Forms of 
notation 

Component 3 
External 
Examination 
Jan 2024 
 
Revision of 
topics and exam 
preparation 
building for 
various types of 
questions and 
contexts. 
 
Differentiation 
used to focus 
on the weaker 
skills for each 
group of 
students.  

Individual 
projects to bring 
together all of 
the knowledge, 
including the 
topics modern 
technologies 
and cyber 
security  

Component 3 
External 
Examination 
May 2024 (where 
necessary)  
 
Individual 
projects to bring 
together all of 
the knowledge, 
including the 
topics of the 
wider 
implications of 
digital systems 
and planning 
and 
communication 
in digital 
systems.  

 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Students will 
identify and 
describe various 
ways to protect 
and prevent 
attacks on 
networks and 
data.  
 
Describing how 
businesses use 
collaboration 
tools and 
communication 
tools. 
 
We will also look 
at the different 
legislation that 
businesses must 
have in place.  

Students will 
understand 
legislation 
covering data 
protection, 
computer 
crimes 
and 
intellectual 
property has 
an impact on 
the way that 
organisations 
and 
individuals 
use digital 
systems and 
data. 
 
Data and 
information 
flow diagrams. 
Flowcharts

See below Students will 
describe the 
technologies 
used within 
business to 
communicate 
and to work 
together 
effectively.  
 
They will 
identify internal 
and external 
attacks to 
systems and be 
able to describe 
prevention 
methods.  

The project will 
cover 
environmental 
issues, equal 
access, 
acceptable use 
policies and 
data protection.  
 
Students will be 
able to create 
data and 
information flow 
diagrams based 
on a given 
scenario.  

 



System 
diagrams

Subject specific skills Students will be 
able to describe 
how firewalls and 
anti-virus 
software work. 
Why businesses 
use biometrics.  
 
They will also 
understand the 
content that 
constitutes a 
good security 
policy and how it 
is communicated 
to individuals in 
an organisation. 
 

Students will 
describe the 
environmental 
impact of 
manufacturing 
and using 
technology.  
 
The purpose 
and use of 
acceptable 
use policies. 
 
Data 
protection 
principles. 

Students to 
revisit and 
revise through 
key terminology 
and concepts 
from all topics, 
focusing on 
their weaker 
ones as 
identified 
through the 
past-exam work 

Students to 
revisit and 
revise through 
key terminology 
and concepts 
from all topics, 
focusing on 
their weaker 
ones as 
identified 
through the 
past-exam work 

 
Students to 
revisit and 
revise through 
key terminology 
and concepts 
from all topics, 
focusing on 
their weaker 
ones as 
identified 
through the 
past-exam work 
 
 
 
 

 

1.SMSC Social and 
Cultural: The use 
of technology in 
the modern era is 
changing the way 
we socialise, 
work and 
communicate 

Moral: there 
are various 
moral dilemma 
occurring as a 
result of 
technology 
use, we 
explore those 
areas here. 
Also panning 
in IT involves 
data, which 
must be used, 
stored and 
managed 
appropriately.

Social and 
Cultural: The 
use of 
technology in 
the modern era 
is changing the 
way we 
socialise, work 
and 
communicate 

Moral: there are 
various moral 
dilemma 
occurring as a 
result of 
technology use, 
we explore 
those areas 
here. Also 
panning in IT 
involves data, 
which must be 
used, stored 
and managed 
appropriately. 

Moral: there are 
various moral 
dilemma 
occurring as a 
result of 
technology use, 
we explore 
those areas 
here. Also 
panning in IT 
involves data, 
which must be 
used, stored 
and managed 
appropriately. 

 

2.Skills For life Cyber security 
will be prevalent 
in future life 
equipping 
students with 
skills to 
recognise threats 
and act 

Cyber security 
will be 
prevalent in 
future life 
equipping 
students with 
skills to 
recognise 
threats and act 

Use of digital 
systems will 
occur in all 
future steps e.g. 
college, sixth 
form, work, 
apprenticeships, 
university etc. 

Use of digital 
systems will 
occur in all 
future steps e.g. 
college, sixth 
form, work, 
apprenticeships, 
university etc. 

Use of digital 
systems will 
occur in all 
future steps e.g. 
college, sixth 
form, work, 
apprenticeships, 
university etc. 

 



accordingly is 
vital 

accordingly is 
vital

3.FBV Respect, 
empathy and 
compassion are 
required to offer 
and receive 
constructive 
feedback. 

IT is at the 
forefront of 
Governmental 
policy to keep 
Britain 
competitive in 
the modern 
marketplace.

IT is at the 
forefront of 
Governmental 
policy to keep 
Britain 
competitive in 
the modern 
marketplace.

None Specific None Specific  

Stretch & challenge Pass Merit and 
Distinction tasks 
allow for deeper 
level of 
justification – 
within the desired 
criteria. 

Assessment 
criteria allow 
for more 
variation of 
grades than 
via 
coursework 
with points 
awarded 
within the 
boundaries. 
Papers are 
structured so 
that 
knowledge, 
application 
and analysis 
skills are 
tested

Larger mark 
questions 
become the 
focus here to 
stretch students 
regarding 
application and 
analysis of 
learned 
knowledge. 

Revisit breadth 
of knowledge 
required to 
ensure all areas 
are covered. 

Larger mark 
questions 
become the 
focus here to 
stretch students 
regarding 
application and 
analysis of 
learned 
knowledge. 

 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

Internal end of 
unit assessment   

Internal end of 
unit 
assessment   

Component 3 
External 
Examination 
Jan 2024

Assessment of 
project 

Component 3 
External 
Examination 
May 2024

 

Special events       
Visits/extra-curricular Chess club  

Podcast club 
Homework club 

Chess club  
Podcast club 
Homework 
club

Chess club  
Podcast club 
Homework club 

Chess club  
Podcast club 
Homework club 

Chess club  
Podcast club 
Homework club 

 

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Key words 
homework tasks  

Key words 
homework 
tasks

Exam questions 
and practice 
papers.

Exam questions 
and knowledge 
tests. 

Exam questions 
and knowledge 
tests.

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   


