
 

Subject Curriculum Map: GCSE Music   Years 9 - 11   2023-24 
 
Exam Board & Assessment Method: OCR: 60% coursework (‘non-examined assessment’), 40% final listening exam 
 
Curriculum Intent: To create rounded musicians who enjoy listening to, and performing in, a variety of styles. The music curriculum is designed to enhance a love of performing, 
underpinned by a solid theoretical understanding.  
 
Curriculum Implementation: Over 3 years students cover all topics in the OCR specification, beginning by learning and building on musical skills. All topics are taught by one 
teacher. Students are offered opportunities to perform or otherwise help out in concerts and other whole-school events. 
 
Curriculum Impact: By the end of Year 11 students will be confident performers who are able to talk knowledgably about many different musical styles. 
 
GCSE Areas of Study: 
AoS1: ‘My Music’ (includes coursework - 60%) 
AoS2: The Concerto Through Time 
AoS3: Rhythms of the World 
AoS4: Film and Game Music 
AoS5: Conventions of Pop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts and 
Ideas 

Year 9 topic: Solo performance 
(part of baseline) 
AoS1: Instruments and the voice; 
research into own instrument. 
Solo performance 
 
Introduction to composition on 
PCs – various exercises  
Theory: Reading and Writing 
Music 
 

AoS4: Film and Game Music (& 
Year 9 Programme Music) 
 
Group/Paired composition in class of 
Film music.  
 
Further composition exercises on 
PCs 
 
Theory: Describing the elements 
of music 

AoS3: Indian Music 
 
 
AoS1: Free Composition  
 

AoS5: Rock ‘n’ Roll (50s/60s)  
 
Theory: Keys, Scales, Chords 
 
AoS1: Continue Free 
Composition 
 
 
 
 

AoS4: Film and Game Music (& 
Year 9 Programme Music) 
Focus on composing in a specific 
style, e.g Minimalism & specific 
effect/brief, e.g Countdown 
theme tune. 
AoS1: Specific focus on 
ensemble performance skills (if 
rooming available) 
 

AoS1: Continued specific focus 
on performance (if rooming 
allows) 
 
Continue specific style 
composition 
 
Revision and mock exam 
 
 

Knowledge and 
understanding  

Students should now be able to: 
 Perform fluently and 

accurately on their chosen 
instrument/voice 

 Understand the GCSE 
performing criteria 

 Explain how their 
instrument/voice works and 
its context within different 
genres 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify common 

instruments 
 Recall ‘MAD TSHIRT’ and 

understand what each 
musical element means & 
how to use it in own music 

 Develop their use of the ‘MAD 
TSHIRT’ musical elements in 
their own composition 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify unfamiliar 

Indian music and describe the 
features they can hear  

 Read and write basic musical 
notation 

 Describe how specific 
composing techniques can 
achieve a desired 
effect/outcome 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Identify simple musical 

structures aurally and 
compose using more 
complex structures 

 Develop their use of the 
‘MAD TSHIRT’ musical 
elements in their own 
composition 
 

Students should now be able to: 
 Practise specific ensemble 

performing skills 
 Aurally identify unfamiliar 

music as Rock ‘n’ Roll and 
describe the features they 
can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music & describe the 
features they can hear 

 

Subject specific skills Performing; composing Performing; listening Reading music; listening Listening; composing Reading music; performing; 
composing 

Performing; listening 

1.SMSC builds an understanding of 
Western popular music and 
culture and provides opportunity 
to discuss social context as 
shown through song lyrics 

Social skills developed through 
watching and listening to other 
students’ presentations 

Morality explored through 
discussion about copyright 

Reflection – self-assessment of 
mock composition and peer-
assessment of others’ work 

Pupils may compose in a free 
style of their choice through 
investigating other cultures and 
styles of music 

Reflection – self-assessment 

2.Skills For life Independence – progress 
towards solo perf 
Communication – discussing 
ideas with others  
Numeracy – evident in all 
aspects of creating music 

Independence – a individual 
research project  
Teamwork in class composition 
 

Problem solving – coming up with 
ways to notate their ideas; 
Creativity – original ideas to 
make their own music 

Problem solving – acting on 
teacher feedback to improve their 
music; 
Empathy – understanding the 
social context that led to rock ‘n’ 
roll

Independence – creating own 
music (rather than in a group); 
Numeracy – evident in all 
aspects of creating music 

Creativity – original ideas to 
make their own music  
Problem solving – acting on 
teacher feedback to improve 
their music; 

3.FBV Individual liberty – freedom for 
children to express themselves 
by performing publicly 

Democracy – children work 
together to make decisions in a 
democratic way 

Rule of law – brief overview of 
music copyright regulations 

Individual liberty – discussion 
about influence of slavery on 
Blues music 

Individual liberty – children 
encouraged to use their own 
stimuli and ideas in their 
composition 

Individual liberty – children 
encouraged to use their own 
stimuli and ideas in their 
composition

Stretch & challenge Additional elements to 
composition tasks: modulation, 
minor key 

Extra terminology to describe 
musical elements 

Some more difficult questions on 
assessment paper 

Marked against GCSE criteria – 
targeted feedback 

Encourage more complex 
structure of composition, chords 
and time signatures 

Targeted verbal feedback. STAR 
composition feedback 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Baseline listening test  
 Mark students’ 

performance against 
GCSE criteria (STAR 
marking)  

 

 Exam-style question on 
Film/game music  

 Mark students’ 
Composition against 
GCSE criteria (STAR 
marking) 

 

 Exam-style question on 
Indian music  

 Mark students’ 
Composition against 
GCSE criteria (STAR 
marking) 

 Exam-style question on 
Rock n Roll music  

 Mark students’ 
Composition against 
GCSE criteria (STAR 
marking) 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against using terminology 
of GCSE criteria (STAR 
marking) 

 

Special events Performances at Open Evening?  Performances at Options 
Evening?

   

Visits/extra curricular School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles
Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Year 10 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

 

 

 

 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

AoS3: Samba 
 
Begin GCSE Composition 1 (free 
brief) 
 
Solo performance work 
 

AoS2: The Concerto Through 
Time: Baroque (Solo Concerto 
and Concerto Grosso) 
 
Continue GCSE Composition 1 
(free brief) 

AoS2: The Concerto Through 
Time: Classical The Concerto 
Through Time: Classical 
 
Practice a ‘set brief’ composition 
in readiness for return to ‘normal’ 
NEA content in Year 11 
 

AOS5 Rock Anthems (70s/80s) 
 
Mock Exam. Revise all content 
thus far 
 
Practice a ‘set brief’ composition 
in readiness for return to ‘normal’ 
NEA content in Year 11 

AoS3: African/Calypso 
 
Solo performance work 
 
Continue GCSE Composition 1 
(free brief) 
 

AoS1: Focus on Coursework  
 
Finish GCSE composition 1 
Record Solo performance 
 
Plan ensemble performance for 
Year 11 
 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as Samba 
and describe the features 
they can hear 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as Baroque, 
identify whether it is a solo or 
concerto grosso, and 
describe the features they 
can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as Classical 
and describe the features 
they can hear 

 Take part in a class 
ensemble of a rock song 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as a Rock 
Anthem and describe the 
features they can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as African and 
describe the features they 
can hear 

 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 
piece of music as Calypso 
and describe the features 
they can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Understand performance 

marking criteria and play 
solo piece to the best of their 
ability 

 Understand composing 
marking criteria and create 
piece to the best of their 
ability 

Subject specific skills Listening; composing Listening; composing Listening; performing Listening; performing Listening; performing  Performing; appraising
1.SMSC Awareness of social/cultural 

context of Samba’s development 
Social events discussed during 
Baroque era (1600 – 1750)  
 

Social events discussed during 
Classical era (1750 – 1820)  
 

Contextual knowledge provided 
of culture in the late 20th century  

Awareness of social context in 
less-developed African countries 
and how it affects their music  
Cultural knowledge of South 
America and its music 

Reflection – self-assessment of 
coursework so far 

2.Skills For life Communication – Samba group 
work – watching and listening 
Independence – beginning to 
compose a new musical piece 
individually 

Communication – explaining 
musical ideas whilst composing 

Leadership and teamwork – 
working together with limited 
teacher input to create a class 
ensemble 

Empathy – understanding the 
situations of musicians around 
the world 

Independence – take charge of 
getting solo performance ready 

Numeracy – evident in all 
aspects of creating music; 
Communication – discussions 
with teacher to express musical 
ideas for composition

3.FBV Mutual respect – exploring the 
culture(s) in another country and 
how it affects their 
traditional/native music 
 

Democracy and rule of law -
through discussing the 
patronage system  
 

Democracy and rule of law -
through discussing social and 
historical context  

 Mutual respect – exploring the 
culture(s) in another country and 
how it affects their 
traditional/native music 

Democracy – discussion about 
participation in summer concert / 
voting / talent shows 

Stretch & challenge More complex structure/key/ time 
signatures encouraged in comp. 
Encouraged to perform music in 
top difficulty band. 

Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 

Always encouraged to use 
correct subject terminology; 
Provide listening examples with 
very subtle defining features

Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 

Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 

Targeted verbal feedback; 
encouragement to perform 
music in top difficulty band. 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Exam-style question on 
Samba music  

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 
 

 Exam-style question on 
Baroque Concerto 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Exam-style question on 
Classical concerto 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Star feedback on mock 
exam 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Exam-style question on 
African & CalypsoMusic 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Star marking of listening 
Mock 

 Mark Composition 1 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

Special events Performances at Open Evening?  Performance at options evening?  
Visits/extra curricular School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles
Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 
 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition, 
revision for mock 



 

Year 11 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

AoS1: Start brief composition set 
by OCR. 
Solo/ensemble performances 
 
Aos3: Indian Bhangra 
 
Aos2: Romantic Concerto 

Aos5: Pop Ballads (70s/80s/90s) 
and Solo Artists from 1990 
onwards 
 
Revision for Mock 
 
AoS1: Continue to act on 
teacher feedback for 
Compositions and performances 

AoS1: Continue to act on 
teacher feedback for 
Compositions and performances 
Aos3: Middle Eastern/Arabic 
(Palestinian, Israeli and Greek) 
 
Aos4: Recap Film and Game 
Music 

AoS1: Coursework Deadline: 
Composition(s) and 
performances 
 

Recap of all GCSE topics 
Student-led revision activities 
Exam technique 
 

LISTENING EXAM first week 
after half term 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify  

Punjabi/Western fusion & 
describe the features they 
can hear. 

 Aurally identify Romantic 
conerto & describe features 
they can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify the era of an 

unfamiliar piece of popular 
music and describe the 
features they can hear 

 

Students should now be able to: 
 Aurally identify an unfamiliar 

piece of music as Middle 
Eastern or Arabic and 
describe the features they 
can hear 

 

Students must now have 
submitted a recording of 
themselves playing a solo and 
as part of an ensemble, plus a 
composition of their own choice 
and a composition to a brief set 
by the OCR exam board. 

Students should now be able 
to: 
 Identify all styles required 

in the OCR GCSE 
specification and answer 
all types of exam question 
about them  

 

Subject specific skills Composing; listening Listening; composing Listening Composing; performing Listening and appraising 
1.SMSC Spiritual links by exploring the 

religious elements of Indian 
music plus the social fusion to 
create Bhangra. 
Social events discussed during 
Classical era (1750 – 1820) 

Contextual knowledge provided 
of culture in the late 20th century  

Social – explanation of the 
political tensions around the 
Middle-East and its effect on 
their music 

 Social skills developed 
through group revision 
activities and mutually 
supporting each other as 
exam approaches 

 

2.Skills For life Numeracy – evident in all 
aspects of creating music 

Communication – discussions 
with teacher to express musical 
ideas for composition  

Empathy – understanding the 
situations of musicians around 
the world

Resilience – acting again and 
again on teacher feedback and 
meeting the deadline

Independence – taking charge 
of own revision 

Responsibility for own 
outcomes 

3.FBV Mutual respect – exploring the 
culture(s) in another country and 
how it affects their 
traditional/native music 

 Mutual respect – exploring the 
culture(s) in another country and 
how it affects their 
traditional/native music

   

Stretch & challenge More complex structure of 
composition, change of key and 
time signatures 

Provide listening examples with 
very subtle defining features 
Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 
 

Provide listening examples with 
very subtle defining features 
Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 

Targeted feedback to raise 
coursework marks 

Encouraged to use correct 
subject terminology at all 
times. 
QWC skills taught specifically 
for Q6 & Q3 

 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

  Exam-style question on 
Punjabi Bhangra music & 
Romantic Concerto 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 Exam-listening questions 
on Aos5:  (STAR 
marking). Star mark 
Mock. 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 Exam-style question on 
Middle Eastern/Arabic 

 Mark students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria 
(STAR marking) 

 

 Summative assessment 
of students’ 
Composition/performance 
against GCSE criteria  

 
 
 

 Practice exam 
questions marked with 
STAR comments 

 

 

Special events Performances at Open Evening?  Options evening?  
Visits/extra curricular School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles School Ensembles 
Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition; revision 
for mock 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Continued practise of their 
instrument; composition 

Revision  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 9 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts and 
Ideas 

Year 9 topic: Solo 
performance (part of baseline) 
AoS1: Instruments and the 
voice; research into own 
instrument. Solo performance 
 
Introduction to composition on 
PCs – various exercises  
Theory: Reading and Writing 
Music 
 
 

AoS4: Film and Game Music 
(& Year 9 Programme Music) 
 
Group/Paired composition in 
class of Film music.  
 
Further composition exercises 
on PCs 
 
Theory: Describing the 
elements of music 

AoS3: Indian Music 
 
 
AoS1: Free Composition  
 

AoS5: Rock ‘n’ Roll (50s/60s)  
 
Theory: Keys, Scales, Chords 
 
AoS1: Continue Free 
Composition 
 
 
 
 

AoS4: Film and Game Music 
(& Year 9 Programme Music) 
Focus on composing in a 
specific style, e.g Minimalism 
& specific effect/brief, e.g 
Countdown theme tune. 
AoS1: Specific focus on 
ensemble performance skills 
(if rooming available) 
 

AoS1: Continued specific 
focus on performance (if 
rooming allows) 
 
Continue specific style 
composition 
 
Revision and mock exam 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts & Ideas AoS3: Samba 

 
Begin GCSE Composition 1 
(free brief) 
 
Solo performance work 
 

AoS2: The Concerto Through 
Time: Baroque (Solo Concerto 
and Concerto Grosso) 
 
Continue GCSE Composition 
1 (free brief) 

AoS2: The Concerto Through 
Time: Classical The Concerto 
Through Time: Classical 
 
Practice a ‘set brief’ 
composition in readiness for 
return to ‘normal’ NEA content 
in Year 11 
 

AOS5 Rock Anthems 
(70s/80s) 
 
Mock Exam. Revise all 
content thus far 
 
Practice a ‘set brief’ 
composition in readiness for 
return to ‘normal’ NEA content 
in Year 11 

AoS3: African/Calypso 
 
Solo performance work 
 
Continue GCSE Composition 
1 (free brief) 
 

AoS1: Focus on Coursework  
 
Finish GCSE composition 1 
Record Solo performance 
 
Plan ensemble performance 
for Year 11 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts & Ideas AoS1: Start brief composition 

set by OCR. 
Solo/ensemble performances 
 
Aos3: Indian Bhangra 
 
Aos2: Romantic Concerto 

Aos5: Pop Ballads 
(70s/80s/90s) and Solo Artists 
from 1990 onwards 
 
Revision for Mock 
 
AoS1: Continue to act on 
teacher feedback for 
Compositions and 
performances 

AoS1: Continue to act on 
teacher feedback for 
Compositions and 
performances  
Aos3: Middle Eastern/Arabic 
(Palestinian, Israeli and 
Greek) 
 
Aos4: Recap Film and Game 
Music 

AoS1: Coursework Deadline: 
Composition(s) and 
performances 
 

Recap of all GCSE topics 
Student-led revision activities 
Exam technique 
 

LISTENING EXAM first week 
after half term 

 


