
How to use this list… 

• Reading and researching is integral to A Level English. Use these 
suggested texts/resources to support your independent learning 
and your NEA. 

A Level English Literature Recommended Reading List: 

English Literature Reading List: 
 
Richard III 
Richard III York Notes:  
• Publisher  :  Longman; 2nd edition (29 Sept. 2000) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  144 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  0582424550 
• ISBN-13  :  978-0582424555 

 
Dystopian 
Dystopia: A Natural History  
• Publisher  :  Oxford University Press (3 July 2018) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  568 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  019882047X 
• ISBN-13  :  978-0198820475 
 

Dystopian wider reading 

H G Wells: The Time Machine 
Aldous Huxley: Brave New World 
Ray Bradbury: Fahrenheit 451 
Anthony Burgess: A Clockwork Orange 
J G Ballard: The Drowned World 
Doris Lessing: Memoirs of a Survivor 
P.D. James: The Children of Men 
Octavia Butler: Parable of the Sower *first assessment June 2024 
Cormac McCarthy: The Road 

 
Rossetti 

Christina Rossetti Selected Poems Revision Guide (OCR A Level Revision Guides)  
• Publisher  :  Independently published (23 July 2017) 
• Language  :  English 



• Paperback  :  136 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  1520338554 
• ISBN-13  :  978-152033855 

 
Duchess of Malfi 

The Duchess of Malfi: York Notes Advanced - everything you need to study and prepare for 

the 2025 and 2026 exams  
• Publisher  :  Longman (29 Aug. 2003) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  160 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  0582784352 
• ISBN-13  :  978-0582784352 

Oxford Literature Companions: The Duchess of Malfi: Get Revision with Results (Oxford 

Literature Companions for A Level) 
• Publisher  :  Oxford University Press (26 Sept. 2019) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  120 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  0198437501 
• ISBN-13  :  978-0198437505 

 

Critical Theory Wider Reading 

Beginning theory: An introduction to literary and cultural theory: Fourth edition 

(Beginnings)  
• Publisher  :  Manchester University Press; 4th edition (8 Aug. 2017) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  378 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  1526121794 
• ISBN-13  :   
• Dimensions  :  12.9 x 1.99 x 19.8 cm 

Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction  
• Publisher  :  OUP Oxford; 2nd edition (28 July 2011) 
• Language  :  English 
• Paperback  :  184 pages 
• ISBN-10  :  0199691347 
• ISBN-13  :  978-0199691340 

NEA wider reading 

The History Boys: https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2004/may/29/theatre 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2004/may/29/theatre


Alan Bennett, Interview by Charlotte Higgins, article, 31 October 2015, The Guardian. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2015/oct/31/alan-bennett-lady-in-the-
van-film-interview 
 
The Complete University Guide, University League Tables 2018, 2018, 
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings 
 
HierarchyStructure, Marxist Social Hierarchy, 
2018 https://www.hierarchystructure.com/marxist-social-hierarchy/ 
 
Brick Lane: http://ijmas.com/upcomingissue/01.06.2015.pdf 
 
Half of  a Yellow Sun: https://socialistworker.co.uk/reviews-and-culture/interview-with-
chimamanda-ngozi-adichie-about-half-of-a-yellow-sun/ 
 
Small Island: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/jan/08/small-island-andrea-levy-
bookclub 
 
Small Island: https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/an-introduction-to-andrea-levys-small-
island 
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