
 

Why reading matters… 

• Reading is a fundamental skill to unlock individual potential. 
• Reading is at the heart of every subject and is proven to improve cultural 

capital. 
• 14-year-olds who read often and independently know 26% more words than 

those who never read. 
• Those who read for just 30 minutes per week are more likely to report greater 

life-satisfaction and self-esteem. 

Year 9 Recommended Reading List: 
 
We will read extracts from the texts below in our English lessons, continue reading 
them to develop your reading skills and enjoyment. 
 
 Identity:  

Heartstopper Alice Oseman 
The Hate You Give Angie Thomas 
Queens of Geek Jen Wilde 
It’s Not Like It’s a Secret Misa Sugiura 
Boy Erased Gerrard Conley  

 
Gothic Fiction:  

Frankenstein Mary Shelley 
Dracula Bram Stoker 
The Tell-Tale Heart Edgar Allen Poe 
Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte 
Raven’s Gate Anthony Horowitz 
The Hound of the Baskervilles Arthur Conan Doyle 
The Woman In Black Susan Hill 

 
Here are some other fantastic fiction books, suitable for your age and recommended 
by other students, that will also develop your reading skills: 
 

Brave New World Aldous Huxley 

All Quiet On The Western Front Erich Maria Remarque 

Lord of the Flies William Golding 

The Book Thief Marcus Zusak 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas John Boyne 



The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time Mark Haddon 

Salt to the Sea Ruta Sepetys 

A Monster Calls Patrick Ness 

The Fault in our Stars John Green 

The Hunger Games Suzanne Collins 

The Lines We Cross Rand Abdel-Fattah 

The Art of Being Normal Lisa Williamson 

I Am Thunder Muhammad Khan 

Little & Lion Brandy Colbert 

You’re Welcome Universe Whitney Gardner 

Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda Becky Albertalli 

Everything Everything Nicola Yoon 

The Outsiders S. E. Hinton 

Postcards from Valhalla Danny Weston 

Twelve Bones Rosie Talbot 

Secret Sister Sophie McKenzie 

Scare Me Terry Teri 

Bite Risk S. J. Wills 

A Million to One Abida Jaigirdar 

 

We also encourage our students to delve into non-fiction. This could be as simple as 

reading an article of a newspaper or magazine. However, you might want to read 

some longer non-fiction, here are our recommendations. 

 

Yes She Can Molly Dillon 

Just Mercy Byran Stevenson 

Honor Girl Maggie Thrash 

The Border Murders Sarah Miller 

The Movie Book DK 

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their 

Lives Dashka Slater 

Becoming a Critical Thinker Julie Bogart 

Breaking the Chains William Loren Katz 

Ready For Launch Scott Kelly 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=active&sca_esv=53ccd5999cd137e6&cs=0&sxsrf=ADLYWIJlmKvT83DR44nJJ3Y-UcABolvI0Q:1720531725547&q=the+57+bus:+a+true+story+of+two+teenagers+and+the+crime+that+changed+their+lives&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAH2RPU7DQBCFCVogCb9yRaAZECVS4jh2CA2KIIgfCSEFCVFF9nrttRLvmt01TrgCNKGho-AE3II70NO4oKKiIgGhuKKb-d5IT29eXt_MGV-59UPBQ5A8FphIsLHgUoKiBBLifE3nO62zi-OLq84LyqVoubhY9su67lkSU2y6GUK7brUvvRQVtLm2ssOIZFRcr7nUpcmEKNegep-O7pe0habiYYAh4SFhKZovFsphuWIaCldTtKatHnAY8BhOGU8gob-LLchexr0rfWk4UYawRoQ7t3JCqMu8yPL1FM1pM2eBT9VEi6xaQ-1UnBQtFufH5rpeve4bZiaBqcvIc7oT4lgVSyRuL0UbfySJRC90BtrK5TgJHDNo44AwTJ5nzscfNevgxHIXbFAiJiAVFwPgHqiEgyKE2T4RowqY-_N_LIKQjCZbAaY288kPDgT0ghsi32ZLU3fv98bRK2rvn24_vXwOH1sft6XmyXDrIf9fqd_3p9E8-AEAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjMuSiJqHAxXrhP0HHbMvCGcQ7fAIegUIABDKAQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=active&sca_esv=53ccd5999cd137e6&cs=0&sxsrf=ADLYWIJlmKvT83DR44nJJ3Y-UcABolvI0Q:1720531725547&q=the+57+bus:+a+true+story+of+two+teenagers+and+the+crime+that+changed+their+lives&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAH2RPU7DQBCFCVogCb9yRaAZECVS4jh2CA2KIIgfCSEFCVFF9nrttRLvmt01TrgCNKGho-AE3II70NO4oKKiIgGhuKKb-d5IT29eXt_MGV-59UPBQ5A8FphIsLHgUoKiBBLifE3nO62zi-OLq84LyqVoubhY9su67lkSU2y6GUK7brUvvRQVtLm2ssOIZFRcr7nUpcmEKNegep-O7pe0habiYYAh4SFhKZovFsphuWIaCldTtKatHnAY8BhOGU8gob-LLchexr0rfWk4UYawRoQ7t3JCqMu8yPL1FM1pM2eBT9VEi6xaQ-1UnBQtFufH5rpeve4bZiaBqcvIc7oT4lgVSyRuL0UbfySJRC90BtrK5TgJHDNo44AwTJ5nzscfNevgxHIXbFAiJiAVFwPgHqiEgyKE2T4RowqY-_N_LIKQjCZbAaY288kPDgT0ghsi32ZLU3fv98bRK2rvn24_vXwOH1sft6XmyXDrIf9fqd_3p9E8-AEAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAjMuSiJqHAxXrhP0HHbMvCGcQ7fAIegUIABDKAQ
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/715570/breaking-the-chains-by-william-loren-katz/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2273192/william-loren-katz/


 

GCSE English Language and Literature Recommended Reading List: 
Over the next two years, you will be encouraged to read as widely as possible. This is 
not to prevent you from choosing your own reading material, but to introduce you to 
books that have been enjoyed by other students of your age over the years. This will 
help you in both Language and Literature, as you will be able to explore and 
understand a range of genres and their features.  
 
The list below comprises ‘literary’ novels and short stories which are of the standard 
you should now be reading – in no particular order. Do some research and try to read 
at least one per term.  
 

1984 George Orwell 

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte 

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 

On The Road Jack Kerouac 

Cider With Rosie Laurie Lee 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles / Far from the Madding Crowd Thomas Hardy 

The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde 

The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck 

The Lovely Bones Alice Sebold 

The Outsider Albert Camus 

1000 Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini  

The Road Cormac McCarthy 

The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner Alan Sillitoe 

Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury 

Love in the Time of Cholera Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood  

Enduring Love / Atonement Ian McEwan 

Birdsong Sebastian Faulks 

Catcher in the Rye J D Sallinger 

Brighton Rock Graham Greene 

Never Let Me Go Kazuo Ishiguro 

To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee 

The Time Machine H G Wells 

Oranges are not the only fruit Jeannette Winterson 

A Clockwork Orange Anthony Burgess 

  



 

At  GCSE you will be assessed on different forms of writing: prose, poetry and plays. It 

is therefore important that you familiarise yourself with these forms in addition to 

reading novels and short stories. 

 

Here are some recommendations of different forms of writing. These are in no 

particular order and link thematically to the texts you will be studying at GCSE: 

 

Plays: 

All My Sons Arthur Miller 

Romeo and Juliet William Shakespeare 

The Crucible Arthur Miller 

Blood Brothers Willy Russell 

A View From the Bridge Arthur Miller 

A Taste of Honey Shelagh Delaney 

Journey’s End R. C. Sherriff  

The History Boys Alan Bennett 

Goodnight Mr Tom David Wood 

 

Poetry: 

Feminine Gospels Carol Ann Duffy  

Poppies Jane Weir 

The Charge of the Light Brigade Lord Tennyson 

The Emigrée Imtiaz Dharker 

My Last Duchess Robert Browning 

Kamikaze Beatrice Garland  

Remains Simon Armitage 

Exposure Wilfred Owen 

 

 

A lot of these texts will be beneficial for Paper One of your English language GCSE. 

Paper 2, one the other hand, requires you to be able to read, understand, then write 

about two non-fiction texts. Here is a selection of non-fiction texts that will help you 

practise reading this form of text: 

 

 



Anne Frank’s Diary Anne Frank 

Marcus Rashford You are a Champion Marcus Rashford 

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban 

Malala Yousafzai 

Hidden Figures Margot Lee Shetterley 

Undoctored Adam Kay 

The Language Of Kindness By Christie Watson 

A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson 

The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands Mary Seacole 

You Say Potato David Crystal and Ben Crystal 
Word Perfect: Etymological entertainment every day Susie Dent 
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=active&sca_esv=b716066298432941&cs=0&sxsrf=ADLYWIKLRYIacamQu_uTUc76sPFDSUUDOQ:1720524518945&q=I+Am+Malala&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAFWTsY7UMBCGObSHVrucqCjoVoiCBm28ieOkQodEsQVU11Agi8Tr-OI468RWYqdCupKr9hEQD8A7gHgBKuihuEe4ij2KzaxSRPNpxv79z8wUPT3BtyfPX2230iyWi3O2rTYm39T5Zh9dbJzd_-pt_YJf5vZyW9_en9LXby_WF-_o18nJzeTR7GxZLBHKeua97A0gcVCkbaZHwqUpTHhEYpOLHLOjqopGtLqZPJzNlmoZ-KglUXcIG4uJJGO-CCgNYqJGkpOICSb6kVQr3hKnMnCvkGzlDAdVGBnNMwkIChMelngkneGN60k7Eo84dbgEJ3csS2WcxiMxvceSoWok0lhS1UUwkpJktEk80KxsW6e-zYHmvh90b4uDFT0t80iAhCYps1wDKwSruY4LBMSUCe2yhh8ZTnwVA8Ij3Tsn9lVns_ndRSioOxPmY4zs0IgBNp9bt1JAi8Bdr5MkAgThvsYS2CBC1Qy2SscHtYqxAvTN4RQpFcAurbjTRh1KIhsFHUiwsfZ5FdaHBOqJjoAM3WiSNaoE3ShrrlIPTJJapmGlwZwanLRDHoPplpmVAWUr8JyBpqgIKLRFG-F8emRUR5MOdNVygQbb2pHUQeaSQIFZkK3QRmIPzsmZ5MZFn0_n68W5Wrz5UO2_3w-e3Pv05zokf7-svw-_7NW3988-vvzx-Or6Z7Kbnv5f8d10DlZ8N53crfgeghX_B2ARIrATBAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZjJmm7ZmHAxXEhv0HHaojAhQQ7fAIegUIABD4BQ

