
What’s on the final GCSE exam?
Paper 1: Section A – Analysing fiction – 1 hour 20%

Section B – Narrative (fiction) writing – 45 mins 20%

Paper 2: Section A – Analysing and comparing non-fiction – 1 hour 30%
Section B – Writing two pieces of non-fiction – 1 hour 30%

DC DASTARDS: How do writers 
craft their stories?

Detail – sizes, weights, statistics
Comparison – use of contrast or 
similarity
Description – what you can see 
and hear.
Actions – what characters do
Speech (dialogue) – what 
characters say.
Thoughts – what characters 
think
Author – authorial comment
Relationships – with family, 
other characters
Descriptive word choices
Setting – where the story takes 
place

P. Missing or misused full stop on this line

P! Missing or misused !

P? Missing or misused ?

P’ Missing or misused apostrophe

P” Missing or misused speech marks

P, Missing or misused comma

CAPS Missing or misused capital letter

WW wrong word used (look for a homophone)

MW missing word

SP spelling 

R reword this section so your ideas are clear 

Year 11 English Language What will you study this year?

Key READING skills: POINT + QUOTE 
➢ Read texts and questions carefully: highlight the key words and identify which part they 

want you to write about
➢ Highlight key quotes in the text, including annotating HOW things are implied.
➢ Lead every point with what is IMPLIED instead of summing up the text
➢ Use short quotes to prove every point.
➢ Handle the text in order – look for patterns of quotes as you TRACK across the text
➢ Comment on the whole extract you are given
➢ Consider how things build, shift and change as the text progresses: what journey does 

the writer take you on?
➢ Top answers will confidently range around the text, making more perceptive 

comments about the effect of the writer’s craft on the reader

Aftermath: 
analysing fiction

Outsiders: 
writing 
fiction

Survival: 
analysing 

non-
fiction

Responsibility: 
writing non-

fiction

Love 
Film: 

writing 
non-

fiction

Key WRITING skills: 
➢ Make a plan - think about what you want the 

audience to know and feel
➢ Be accurate with SPaG but also PROOF-READ.
➢ Be ambitious in your use of vocabulary and 

sentence structure.
Narrative writing: Use the 6PS
➢ People and Place, Progress, Problem, Panic, 

Peace
➢ Write in the same tense throughout
Writing Non-Fiction:
➢ Write for your audience - use the right 

content,  tone and register for the task
➢ Introduction, 3 main points, conclusion

Final 
Revision


