
P. Missing or misused full stop on this line

P! Missing or misused !

P? Missing or misused ?

P’ Missing or misused apostrophe

P” Missing or misused speech marks

P, Missing or misused comma

CAPS Missing or misused capital letter

WW wrong word used (look for a homophone)

MW missing word

SP spelling 

R reword this section so your ideas are clear 

Year 11 English Literature What will you study this year?

what can you say about the character/s or idea 
presented? DON’T TELL THE STORY/SUM UP: 
think about what’s implied or suggested. 

use a short quote/s to prove your point

zoom in on key words and comment on the 
techniques the writer has used to show this

explain how the quote proves your point

what do you think the writer was trying to do here? 
What effect do you think they wanted it to have? 
Connect to what was happening at the time/writer’s life.

How does it make you feel about the 
character, idea or effectiveness of text? 
Why? 

In summary: good Literature answers will:
➢ Read the question carefully and box the key words. 

➢ Annotate any printed text, including HOW
➢ Plan your answer so you can build an argument

➢ Lead every point with WHAT IS IMPLIED, rather than summing up the text
➢ Make the most of every quote used. 

➢ Use technical terms to describe writer’s choices – connected to specific effects
➢ Write about BOTH the extract and the text as a whole, where an extract is given.

➢ Comment on how the text as a whole builds, shifts and changes, in order
➢ Top answers will make a wide range of points, confidently ranging around the text 

to make more perceptive points about how effects on the reader are created.

Useful Terms: imagery, 
metaphor, simile, 
imperative, symbolism, 
repetition, contrast, 
change, lists, effect of 
opening/ending, dialogue, 
tone, stanza, rhyme, 
rhythm, assonance, 
sibilance, genre, soliloquy

What’s on the final GCSE exam?
Paper 1: Section A – Macbeth (extract question then essay 
question) 1 hour 20%

Section B – Poetry Anthology 1 hour 20%
Paper 2: Section A – An Inspector Calls 45 mins 20%

Section B – Jekyll and Hyde 45 mins 20%
Section C – Unseen poetry 1 hour 20%
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