Subject Curriculum Map: Key Stage 4 RE: Beliefs and Decisions Year 10: 2024 —
2025

Curriculum Intent:

to build upon the knowledge and skills developed in year 9 RE

for students to explore people’s morals and values and the reasons why people have the morals and values that they do

to help students to understand how people’s morals and values influence the decisions they make in life

to enable students to explore and challenge their own, and others’ views on various contentious topics such as abortion, genetic engineering
and animal rights

for students to learn about 4 world religions that they have not yet learnt in depth in their religious education lessons (Judaism, Sikhism,
Hinduism, Buddhism) and an appreciation of how different belief systems are sometimes similar across different religions and how sometimes
their teachings are diverse

For students to begin to understand how the belief systems in those 4 world religions may influence people’s morals and values and the
decisions they make in life

To support the learning in the Connect/PSHE curriculum by allowing students a more in-depth study of their own emotional wellbeing, health
and safety and to provide them with strategies to support them in making informed decisions in line with the beliefs and values that they are
developing

to embed students’ understanding of Fundamental British Values in relation to the topics covered in the curriculum i.e. democracy, rule of law,
individual liberty, respect and tolerance

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

o articulate their own morals and values and understand how they have come to develop them

o0 understand and respect why others may have different moral and values

0 describe the main teachings in Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism and be able to recognise where they are similar to and where
they are different from each other, as well as Christianity and Islam

0 access services available to support their decision making and signpost others, if and when appropriate

o understand why democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, respect and tolerance are important values in the UK and how they underpin
systems and government decisions

o0 complete written assignments and verbal debates to discuss the topics we have studied

at a level suitable to become active participants in a multi-cultural, multi-faith world.



Curriculum Implementation:

Students have two hours of Beliefs and Decisions per fortnight during year 10. This course meets the statutory guidance for core RE at Key Stage 4.
The Beliefs and Decisions Curriculum complements the Religious Studies GCSE options that some students will study alongside. Some students
may complete the evidence for the AQA Unit Award Scheme at a level appropriate to their ability. Students are in groups set by the English
department, set 1 — 4, across two-year halves. They have one or two teachers and therefore may be studying one or two topics at a time. All
lessons allow for stretch and challenge but are designed with the flexibility to meet the needs of students of different abilities within those sets.

Sequencing:

The sequencing of this course is based on students understanding, firstly, how individuals and groups within society develop a moral compass and
how this influences the decisions they make. Secondly, a more in-depth study of how religious beliefs can steer individual and group morality. During
the first two terms, students will reflect on their own morality and the influences on them. Finally, students will focus on themselves and the decisions
they will have to make in life to manage challenges they may face around their mental and physical health.

We start the course by considering the words ‘beliefs’, ‘decisions’ and ‘virtue’. Students develop an understanding of how beliefs can influence
decisions and what virtue means. This understanding is important so that they can consider how beliefs influence individuals and groups in the
decisions that they make about the topics that we study over the rest of the year.

During term one, a number of different moral issues are considered, such as, whether it is acceptable to break the law to fight for social justice
(Martin Luther King).

In term two, the focus is on the four world religions that have not been studied in depth during Key Stage 3. Whilst studying these four religions, the
moral issues studied in term one will be revisited within the context of each religion. This will help the students to understand where religious beliefs
are similar and where they are different and how religious teaching influence decisions.

In term 3, students will focus on their own life and how the decisions they make can impact on their emotional wellbeing. They will study healthy
lifestyles (introduced in PSHE through Connect lessons) and learn about illegal and legal drugs and how drug use can affect physical and mental
health. In the second half of term 3, there will be a focus on workplace practices. This aligns with work experience week and the focus in Connect
which is around workplace behaviour. The final topic, personal safety, is a synopsis of the term’s work, assessing students’ understanding of how to
keep themselves safe, at home, in their social lives and in the workplace. It will also support and assess the work in PSHE where students are
signposted to sources of support for themselves and those close to them.



Curriculum Impact:

Following this programme will enable learners to:

understand how people’s beliefs can mould their moral compass
be aware of how teaching in the 6 main world religions can influence a person’s moral beliefs and, ultimately, the decisions they make in life
know the main religious teaching on a number of moral issues, such as IVF and abortion
increase their self-awareness
understanding how decisions around drugs and other lifestyle choices can impact on mental and physical health
know where to access support and guidance in maintaining good physical and mental health
have a deeper understanding of how to keep themselves safe at home, work and socially
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Ability to analyse and
evaluate the
significance and
influence of religious
beliefs.

Knowledge and
understanding of
religious beliefs and
sources of authority.
Knowledge and
understanding of
similarities and
differences within and
or between religions
Ability to analyse and
evaluate the
significance and
influence of religious
beliefs

Knowledge and
understanding of
religious beliefs and
sources of authority.
Knowledge and
understanding of
similarities and
differences within and
or between religions
Ability to analyse and
evaluate the
significance and
influence of religious
beliefs

Knowledge and
understanding of
religious beliefs and
sources of authority.
Knowledge and
understanding of
similarities and
differences within
and or between
religions
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lives.




SMSC Social - Working with | Social - Working with | Social - Working with Social - Working Social - Working with | Social - Working with
others in a paired and | others in a paired and | others in a paired and with others in a others in a paired and | others in a paired and
group work group work group work paired and group group work group work
Moral - Considering Moral - Considering Moral - Considering work Moral - Considering Moral - Considering
types of truth including | types of truth including | types of truth including Moral - Considering | types of truth including | types of truth including
morality and ethics morality and ethics morality and ethics types of truth morality and ethics morality and ethics
Spiritual - Spiritual - Spiritual - Considering | including morality Spiritual - Spiritual -
Considering religious Considering religious religious truths and their | and ethics Considering religious Considering religious
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meaning meaning Cultural - The impact Considering religious | meaning meaning
Cultural - The impact | Cultural - The impact | of beliefs across society | truths and their Cultural - The impact | Cultural - The impact
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Students will choose Students will choose Students will choose Students will choose | Students will choose Students will choose
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challenge themselves. | challenge themselves. challenge challenge themselves. | challenge themselves.
themselves.
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teacher through
differentiated
questioning and
through the work they
complete in class.
They will also,
regularly, self and
peer assess.
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Special events

During this final
module, visits to
places of worship will
be organised for the
year group. We will
also have religious
leaders from all world
faiths visiting the
school and interacting
with students during a
RE curriculum day.
There will also be an
opportunity for
students to take part in
a residential trip to
France.

Visits/extra-

RE club held once a
week by HOD to

RE club held once a
week by HOD to

RE club held once a
week by HOD to

RE club held once a
week by HoD to

RE club held once a
week by HoD to

RE club held once a
week by HoD to

curricular consolidate learning in | consolidate learning in | consolidate learning in consolidate learning consolidate learning in | consolidate learning in
class and to support class and to support class and to support in class and to class and to support class and to support
revision. Open to all revision. Open to all revision. Open to all support revision. revision. Open to all revision. Open to all
students. students. students. Open to all students. | students. students.
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