Subject Curriculum Map: A Level English Language
Year 12 2024-25

Exam Board & Assessment Method: OCR 80% terminal examination, 20% investigation
coursework.

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop a deep knowledge of how English language works and a secure
understanding of the language system. To engage creatively with topical issues relevant to language in use and
develop their interest in and enjoyment of English. They will explore data and examples of language in use and apply
concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis of language. In Year 12 we offer clear continuity from GCSE in
such areas as creativity, exploration of unseen texts, and application of new linguistic terminology. There is a clear
sense of development through Year 12, culminating in the opportunity to undertake a creative, personal investigative
study. This allows students to pursue more detailed work in a field of particular personal interest, offering excellent
preparation for independent revision before the terminal exams and further study at undergraduate level.

Curriculum Implementation:

Students have 9 lessons of English Language per fortnight, split between two teachers. Each teacher prepares
students for different exam questions/the language investigation. In Year 12 these are: language under the
microscope, comparing texts, writing about a topical language issue, language in the media and the language
investigation coursework. Students have independent learning tasks to complete in their directed time during the
school day. Homework in the form of: research, annotation and timed essays, is set weekly by both teachers.

Teachers use a range of different strategies in lessons to encourage students to develop independence and
resilience including: group work, individual presentations, timed independent work, peer assessment and modelling
text analysis.



We attend Masterclasses on key topics at the University of Keele/Birmingham to give students the opportunity to
experience a lecture structure and get a taste of life at University.

Curriculum Impact:

To consolidate and further students’ interest in English Language study at an advanced level. To establish core
linguistic terminology and approaches to language analysis. Students have started to consider how linguists’
concepts and theories link to language in context, in preparation for evaluation of more challenging texts in Year 13.
To develop transferable skills applicable to a wide range of careers and degree subjects, for example: qualitative and
quantitative analysis, developing confidence in communication and presentation skills. By the end of Year 12
students will have developed excellent independent research skills, as they have completed their language
investigation coursework.

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
12
Themes, Language under the Comparing and Comparing and Media Studies | The language The language
Concepts & microscope (analysis of one | contrasting texts (a | contrasting texts (a | (introduction to | investigation investigation
Ideas text in context). comparative comparative multi-modal coursework coursework and
approach to the approach to the texts in the academic poster
Language and power analysis of two analysis of two media in Language and

(connected to the ‘Writing
about a topical language

issue’ question).

texts in context).

Language and
power (connected
to the ‘Writing
about a topical
language issue’
question).

texts in context).

Language and
gender (connected
to the ‘Writing
about a topical
language issue’
guestion).

preparation for
Year 13)

Language and
gender
(connected to
the ‘Writing
about a topical

technology
(connected to
the ‘Language in
the media’
question).

Language and
technology
(connected to the
‘Language in the
media’ question).




language issue’
guestion).

Knowledge
and
understandin

g

What we consider ‘texts’ in
English Language.

Key linguistic methods and
terminology: phonology,
grammar, syntax, lexis,
semantics, pragmatics,
graphology, discourse
structure.

The influence of context on
language.

How to annotate unseen
texts.

Key linguistics concepts and
theories related to
language and power.
Conventions of different
genres (speeches, blogs,
articles).

Embedding
linguistic methods
across two texts.
Exploring the
forms and
functions of both
spoken and
written modes.

Key linguistics
concepts and
theories related to
language and
power.

Adapting your
style to write for
different genres
(speeches, blogs,
articles).
Preparation for a
guestion on this in
the mock exam.

Comparison
techniques.
Comparison of
written and
spoken mode

applying the

linguistic methods.

Key linguistics
concepts and
theories related to
language and
gender.

Adapting your
style to write for
different genres
(speeches, blogs,
articles).

How language
is used in the
media: key
terms and
linguistic
concepts.
Different
conventions of
media texts.
The history of
media texts
(particular
news and
online news).

Key linguistics
concepts and
theories
related to
language and
gender.
Adapting your
style to write
for different
genres
(speeches,
blogs, articles).

NEA Language
investigation.
Students given
the opportunity
to broaden their
understanding
and
independence by
choosing their
own coursework
title. Approaches
to data
collection.
Methods of
guantitative and
gualitative
research.

Key linguistics
concepts and
theories related
to language and
technology.
Conventions of
media texts.
Application of
technology
theories to
media texts.

Text-
transformations:
how language is
adapted to create
different registers.
Academic poster
genre conventions.
Creation of the
academic poster.
Revision of
linguistic methods,
close analysis of
one text and
comparison of
spoken and
written mode in
preparation for
end of term mock.

Key linguistics
concepts and
theories related to
language and
technology.
Conventions of
media texts.
Application of
technology
theories to media
texts.




Revision of
concepts related
the gender and
power — revision
for end of term

mock exam.
Subject Applying appropriate methods | Applying Applying appropriate | Data collection Data collection Applying
specific skills of language analysis, using appropriate methods of language | skills. skills. appropriate
associated terminology and methods of analysis, using methods of

coherent written expression.

Demonstrate critical
understanding of concepts
and issues relevant to
language use.

Analyse and evaluate how
contextual factors and
language features are
associated with the
construction of meaning.

language analysis,
using associated
terminology and
coherent written
expression.

Explore connections
across texts,
informed by
linguistic concepts
and methods.

Demonstrate critical
understanding of
concepts and issues
relevant to language
use.

Demonstrate
expertise and
creativity in the use
of English to
communicate in
different ways.

associated
terminology and
coherent written
expression.

Explore connections
across texts,
informed by
linguistic concepts
and methods.

Analyse and
evaluate how
contextual factors
and language
features are
associated with the
construction of
meaning.

Demonstrate critical
understanding of
concepts and issues

Demonstrate
critical
understanding of
concepts and
issues relevant
to language use.

Demonstrate
expertise and
creativity in the
use of English to
communicate in
different ways.

Qualitative and
guantitative
analysis.

Referencing skills.

Drafting and self-

assessment skills.

Applying
appropriate
methods of
language analysis,
using associated
terminology and
coherent written
expression.

Demonstrate
critical
understanding of
concepts and
issues relevant to
language use.

language analysis,
using associated
terminology and
coherent written
expression.

Explore connections
across texts,
informed by
linguistic concepts
and methods.

Analyse and
evaluate how
contextual factors
and language
features are
associated with the
construction of
meaning.

Demonstrate critical
understanding of
concepts and issues




relevant to language
use.

relevant to language
use.

Demonstrate
expertise and
creativity in the use
of English to
communicate in
different ways.

1.SMSC Attitudes, values and Attitudes, values Attitudes, values Attitudes, Working Reflection (self-
traditions, cultural imagery | and traditions, and traditions, values and together assessment of
and language — power roles | cultural imagery cultural imagery traditions, (presentations) coursework and
and language — and language — cultural Reflection (self- redrafting process)
power roles gender roles imagery and assessment of Responsibility
language — coursework and | Taking
Reflection on own | Challenging gender roles redrafting responsibility for
progress, setting discrimination process) an extended task
personal goals and | (Gender) Challenging Responsibility and meeting
targets. discrimination | Taking deadlines.
(Gender) responsibility for | Reflection on own
an extended task | progress, setting
and meeting personal goals and
deadlines. targets.
2.Skills For Resilience: Approaching a Resilience: Resilience: Resilience: Problem solving: | Problem solving:
life challenging text. Approaching a Approaching a Approachinga | Approaching Approaching data
Communication and challenging text. challenging text. challenging data collection collection and
Literacy: planning and Communication Communication text. and analysis analysis
structuring an essay, and Literacy: and Literacy: Leadership: independently. independently.
constructing a line of planning and planning and Leadingon a Communication
argument with coherent structuring an structuring an particular area | Literacy: and Literacy:
expression, using accurate | essay, constructing | essay, constructing | to present planning and planning and
terminology. a line of argument | aline of argument | informationto | writing a structuring an

with coherent

with coherent

the group.

systematic and

essay, constructing




expression, using
accurate
terminology.
Creativity: writing
an entertaining
piece using
language
creatively for a
general audience.

expression, using
accurate
terminology.

Communicatio
n and Literacy:
planning and
structuring an
essay,
constructing a
line of
argument with
coherent
expression,
using accurate

coherent
language report.

Communication
and Literacy:
planning and
structuring an
essay,
constructing a
line of argument
with coherent

a line of argument
with coherent
expression, using
accurate
terminology.

Resilience:
Approaching an
unseen text in
exam conditions.
Creativity: writing

terminology. expression, using | an entertaining
Creativity: accurate piece using
writing an terminology. language
entertaining creatively for a
piece using general audience.
language
creatively for a
general
audience.
3.FBV Individual liberty (exploring | Individual liberty Mutual respect Mutual respect | Individual liberty | Individual liberty
how language can be (exploring how and tolerance and tolerance (exploring how (exploring how
inscribed with power) language can be (Discussion of (Discussion of technology can technology can
inscribed with language and language and influence influence language
power) gender and gender | gender and language and and freedom of
stereotypes/discri | gender freedom of speech in the
mination) stereotypes/dis | speech in the media)
crimination) media)
Stretch & Independent study tasks: Independent study | Transcribe your Media Research Research
challenge collect texts of their own to | tasks: collect texts | own spoken text to | presentation: additional additional

apply the skills and
terminology developed in
lessons.

of their own to
apply the skills and
terminology

use as data.

research more
than one news
corporation

concepts and
theories to apply
to the language

concepts and
theories to apply
to the language




Create an anthology of
texts/data.

Power: collect linguistic
theories of your own to
apply to the data.

developed in
lessons.

Create an
anthology of
texts/data.

Transcribe your

Collect spoken and
written texts of
your own to
compare.

Gender: collect
linguistic theories
of your own to

and include in
presentation.

Create an
anthology of

media texts.

Gender: collect

investigation
coursework, in
addition to those
taught in lessons.

Technology:
collect linguistic
theories of your

investigation
coursework, in
addition to those
taught in lessons.

Create your own
exam papers -
create transcripts

own spoken text apply to the data. linguistic own to apply to of spoken texts,
to use as data. theories of the data. collect written
your own to texts.
Power: collect apply to the Provide your own
linguistic theories data. media texts to Complete
of your own to annotate. additional exam
apply to the data. answers for
revision.
Complete
additional exam
answers for
revision.
Key Assessment focus: Assessment Assessment focus: | Assessment Assessment Assessment focus:
assessment Language under the focus: Comparing Comparing texts focus: focus: Language Language
focus, microscope unseen text texts question — question —unseen | Presentation investigation — investigation —
suggested guestion (focus on unseen spoken spoken and on the history interim deadlines | interim deadlines
assessments | lexis/semantics and syntax) | and written texts written texts (AO1, | of an assigned | for each section | for each section

(AO1 and 3)

Assessment focus: Writing
about a topical language
issue — statement related to
the concept of power,
choose one genre (AO2
and 5)

(AO1,3and 4)

Assessment focus:

Writing about a
topical language
issue — statement
related to the
concept of power,

3and4)

Assessment focus:
Writing about a
topical language
issue — statement
related to the
concept of gender,

national
newspaper.
(AO2 and 3)

Assessment

focus: Writing
about a topical
language issue

(AO1, 2 and 3)

Assessment
focus: Language
in the media,
unseen texts
question (AO2
and 3)

(AO1, 2 and 3)

MOCK: Paper 1:
language under
the microscope (40
mins) and writing
about a topical




choose a different | choose a different | —statement language issue (45
genre to Autumn 1 | genre to aut 1 and | related to the mins)
(AO2 and 5) 2. (AO2 and 5) concept of
gender, choose Paper 2: language
MOCK: Section A: a different in the media (45
Language under genretoautl mins)
the microscope 40 and 2. (AO2
mins and 5)
Section B: Writing
about a topical
language issue 45
mins
Special
events
Visits/extra ‘Mind your
curricular language’
Masterclass,
University of
Birmingham
Homework/l | Weekly homework for both | Weekly homework | Weekly homework | Weekly Independent Independent work
ndependent | teachers focused on for both teachers for both teachers homework for | work between between lessons
Learning consolidating skills and focused on focused on both teachers lessons for for ‘Teacher 1’

knowledge from lessons.

Independent learning tasks
are given to students at the
start of each half term —
given on an independent
learning document. These
are completed in a separate

consolidating skills
and knowledge.

Independent
learning tasks are
given to students
at the start of each
half term — given
on an independent

consolidating skills
and knowledge
from lessons.

Independent
learning tasks are
given to students
at the start of each
half term — given

focused on
consolidating
skills and
knowledge
from lessons.

Independent
learning tasks
are given to

‘Teacher 1’ based

on the language
investigation

coursework. This
is monitored and

set between
interim
deadlines.

based on the
language
investigation
coursework. This is
monitored and set
between interim
deadlines.




exercise book and are

monitored by the teacher.

learning
document. These
are completedin a
separate exercise
book and are
monitored by the
teacher.

on an independent
learning
document. These
are completed in a
separate exercise
book and are
monitored by the
teacher.

students at the
start of each
half term —
given on an
independent
learning
document.
These are
completedin a
separate
exercise book
and are
monitored by
the teacher.

Weekly
homework for
both teachers
focused on
consolidating
skills and
knowledge from
lessons.

Independent

learning tasks are
given to students

at the start of
each half term —
given on an
independent
learning

document. These
are completed in

a separate
exercise book
and are

monitored by the

teacher.

Weekly homework
for both teachers
focused on
consolidating skills
and knowledge
from lessons.

Independent
learning tasks are
given to students
at the start of each
half term — given
on an independent
learning
document. These
are completed in a
separate exercise
book and are
monitored by the
teacher.

Year 12 to year 13
transition project
set over the
summer holiday.




