
 

Subject Curriculum Map: History A Level Year 13 (1F Industrialisation and the People c.1783-1832 – in Year 
13 students study from 1832-1885) 
Exam Board & Assessment Method: AQA 80% EXAM, 20% NEA 
 

Curriculum Intent: 

This option allows students to study a pivotal period in British History when the British economy and society changed fundamentally due to the forces associated 
with industrialisation. Students will gain an understanding of political, economic and social changes, along with the role of key individuals of this period. This is all 
key to building students’ overall historical understanding and conceptual awareness. 

Students are also working through the year to complete their NEAs. This will develop their independent research skills and is excellent grounding for their next 
steps after Sixth Form, particularly for those going on to university. 

 

Curriculum Implementation: 

Year 13 Students cover three topics across the year, these topics are split between two teachers. Students have 9 lessons of History per fortnight. 
They also have independent learning tasks to complete in their directed time during the school day. Homework in the form of research, essays and 
source analysis is also set weekly.  

A range of teaching strategies are used in lessons to enable our students to develop their historical skills and to grow in self-confidence including: 
research, individual and group presentations, peer-assessment and timed assignments.  

 

Curriculum Impact: 

To develop key historical skills, specifically the analysis of historical interpretations. To help students understand the significance of historical events, 
the role of individuals in history and the nature of change over time. History A Level will help them to gain a deeper understanding of the past through 
political, social, economic and cultural perspectives. By the end of year 13 students will have developed the skills to enable them to be successful at 
university. 

 

 

 



 

Year ______ Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, 
Concepts & 
Ideas 

Political change and social 
reform, 1832‐1846 

Political change and 
social reform, 1832‐
1846 

Political change 
and social reform, 
1832‐1846 
Economy, Society 
and Politics, 1846–
1885 
 

Economy, Society 
and Politics, 1846–
1885 
 

Economy, Society 
and Politics, 1846–
1885 
 

Exams 

Knowledge 
and 
understandin
g 

Government: Grey, 
Melbourne and the ideas 
and ideology of the Whig 
Party; the Tories in 
opposition and 
government; Peel and the 
transformation of the 
Conservative party 
• The Whig response to 
social change; social 
reforms including: 
education, factory 
legislation, 
abolition of slavery, the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 
the Municipal Corporations 
Act 
• Pressure for change: 
Chartism 

Pressure for change: 
Irish radicalism; the 
Anti-Poor Law 
League; the Anti-
Corn Law 
League; social 
reform campaigners 
including 
Shaftesbury and 
Chadwick 
• The Conservative 
response to change: 
finance, 
administration and 
the economy; the 
Bank 
Charter Act; trade 
and business reform 
 • Economic 

developments: 
the railway 
'revolution' and 
associated 
economic growth 

Economic 
developments: 
agriculture 
and Corn Law 
repeal 
• Social 
developments: 
conditions in 
urban Britain; 
changes in the 
lives of workers 
and the poor; 
unions and other 
working-class 
movements 
• Government 
and developing 
political 
organisation: the 
development of 
the political 
system and 
party 
realignment; the 
emergence of the 
Liberal Party 
• Government 
and democracy: 
Gladstone, his 
ministries and 

Government and 
democracy:  
increasing 
democracy; 
legislation 
• Pressure for 
change: social 
campaigns, 
Public Health 
reform; Chartism; 
pressure for 
parliamentary 
reform; Irish 
Nationalism 
• Economic 
developments: 
the mid-Victorian 
boom; the 
'golden age' of 
agriculture; 
industrial and 
 transport 

development
s; impact of 
increased 
trade; the 
Great 
Depression 

Social 
developments: 
prosperity and 
poverty in towns 
and countryside; 
regional 
divisions; 
influences 
including 
Evangelicalism; 
'self-help'; trade 
unions and 
education 
• The political, 
economic and 
social condition 
of Britain by 
1885; the extent 
of democracy 
and 
Britain’s 
industrial position
 
Consolidation of 
the six key 
questions 
underpinning the 
specification as 
revision. 

Exams



 

ideas and 
policies; Disraeli, 
his 

ministries, 
ideas and 
policies 

Subject 
specific skills 
 
 
Generally, the 
history A 
Level 
develops all 
of the key 
historical 
skills – a few 
examples 
have been 
highlighted. 

Developing understanding of 
the historical concepts – 
change, significance, 
continuity, cause and 
consequence 
 
Continuing to develop the 
ability to analyse and 
evaluate historical 
interpretations analysis and 
essay skills.  
 
Historical thinking: historical 
analysis – the extent of 
success of the Whig reforms. 

Developing 
understanding of the 
historical concepts – 
change, significance, 
continuity, cause and 
consequence. 
 
Consolidating the 
ability to analyse and 
evaluate historical 
interpretations 
analysis and essay 
skills.  
 
Historical thinking: 
historical analysis – 
continuity and change 
in the economy.  

Developing 
understanding of 
the historical 
concepts – 
change, 
significance, 
continuity, cause 
and consequence 
 
Consolidating the 
ability to analyse 
and evaluate 
historical 
interpretations 
analysis and essay 
skills.  
 
Historical 
thinking: 
Historical 
comprehension – 
impact of change 
on the lives of 
different groups 
 

Developing 
understanding of 
the historical 
concepts – 
change, 
significance, 
continuity, cause 
and consequence. 
 
Consolidating the 
ability to analyse 
and evaluate 
historical 
interpretations 
analysis and essay 
skills.  
 
Historical 
thinking: 
historical analysis 
– causes of mid‐
Victorian boom 
and subsequent 
depression 

Developing 
understanding of 
the historical 
concepts – 
change, 
significance, 
continuity, cause 
and consequence. 
 
Consolidating the 
ability to analyse 
and evaluate 
historical 
interpretations 
analysis and essay 
skills.  
 
 Historical 
thinking: historical 
analysis – extent 
of change across 
the period 

Exams

SMSC Social ‐ Changes in society – 
how should government look 
after people?  

Moral ‐  campaigns for 
social reform e.g. 
factory reform.  

Social – 
Understanding 
how societies 
function – shifts in 
society by mid 
1800s. 

Cultural – Mid‐
Victorian boom – 
appreciation for 
human 
achievement 
 

Spiritual – 
appreciation for 
the growth of 
ideas – self help 
etc. 
 

Exams



 

 
Skills For life  

Communication: forming 
and conveying an historical 
argument / being able to 
communicate your own 
opinion 
 
Literacy: understanding 
different historical 
interpretations 
 
Independence: working on 
NEA 

Communication: 
forming and conveying 
an historical argument 
 
Independence: 
working on NEA  
 
Problem Solving: 
applying evidence to 
evaluate an 
interpretation 
 

Communication: 
forming and 
conveying an 
historical 
argument 
 
 
Resilience: 
choosing the 
appropriate 
positive action in 
response to the 
mock exam 
 
 

Communication: 
forming and 
conveying an 
historical 
argument 
 
Problem Solving: 
applying evidence 
to evaluate an 
interpretation 
 

Communication: 
forming and 
conveying an 
historical 
argument 
 
Independence: 
reviewing, 
consolidating and 
revising in 
preparation for 
final examinations. 

Exams

FBV  
Encouraging respect for 
democracy: the changing 
nature of Parliament and 
increasing scope of its social 
policies in the 1830s 

 
Encouraging respect 
for democracy: using 
legal and democratic 
methods to gain 
change e.g. Anti Corn‐
Law League 
 

Encouraging 
respect for 
democracy: the 
changing nature of 
Parliament and 
increasing scope of 
its social policies 
under Gladstone 
and Disraeli; 
continued 
extension of the 
franchise 

Encouraging 
respect for 
democracy: the 
value of political 
institutions – Irish 
nationalism 

Encouraging 
respect for 
democracy: the 
extent of 
democracy by 
1885 

 

Stretch & 
challenge 

Students are provided with 
top level model answers 
when studying exam 
technique so that they are 
aware of what is required at 
the highest levels. 
 

Students are provided 
with top level model 
answers when 
studying exam 
technique so that they 
are aware of what is 
required at the 
highest levels. 

Students are 
provided with top 
level model 
answers when 
studying exam 
technique so that 
they are aware of 

 Students are 
provided with top 
level model 
answers when 
studying exam 
technique so that 
they are aware of 

Students are 
provided with top 
level model 
answers when 
studying exam 
technique so that 
they are aware of 

Exams



 

Wider reading set and 
further texts available in the 
Department. 
 

Wider reading set and 
further texts available 
in the Department. 

what is required at 
the highest levels. 
 
Wider reading set 
and further texts 
available in the 
Department. 

what is required at 
the highest levels. 
 
Wider reading set 
and further texts 
available in the 
Department. 

what is required at 
the highest levels. 
 
Wider reading set 
and further texts 
available in the 
Department. 

Key 
assessment 
focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

How effective were the Whig 
reforms of the 1830s? 
 
Why did Chartism emerge? 

How effectively did 
the Tory government 
1841‐6 deal with the 
problems of the time? 

Why did Peel 
repeal the Corn 
Laws? 
 
How successful 
were Gladstone 
and Disraeli’s 
governments at 
dealing with the 
problems that they 
faced? 

 Why was there a 
mid‐Victorian 
boom? 
 
Did a Depression 
start in the 1870s? 
Why?  

The extent of 
change in Britain 
by 1885 
(compared to 
1783/1832) 

Exams

Special 
events 

          Exams

Visits/extra 
curricular 

          Exams

Homework/In
dependent 
Learning 

Essays completed at least 
every fortnight on key 
themes. 
 
Questions evaluating 
interpretations also set. 
 

Essays completed at 
least every fortnight 
on key themes. 
 
Questions evaluating 
interpretations also 
set. 
 

Essays completed 
at least every 
fortnight on key 
themes. 
 
Questions 
evaluating 
interpretations 
also set. 
 

Essays completed 
at least every 
fortnight on key 
themes. 
 
Questions 
evaluating 
interpretations 
also set. 
 
 

Essays completed 
at least every 
fortnight on key 
themes. 
 
Questions 
evaluating 
interpretations 
also set. 
 

Exams

 
 


