
Subject Curriculum Map: IT Year 13 2024‐25 

Exam board: Pearson – 50% Examination/ External CA (Y12) 50% CA (Y13) 
Curriculum intent: This qualification has been chosen for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and 
share information, alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. The Pearson 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Information Technology is intended as an Applied General qualification covering 360 GLH and equivalent in size 
to one A Level. It is designed for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share information alongside 
other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. 

Learners will develop a common core of IT knowledge and study areas such as the relationship between hardware and software that form an IT system, 
managing and processing data to support business and using IT to communicate and share information. 

Curriculum Implementation: the course is delivered as 9 fortnightly lessons with 2 IT specialist teachers. This year’s curriculum is designed as the key year for 
completion of evidence towards Unit 3 and Unit 5 on the Pearson Extended Certificate in Information. For this second year of completing the course, we aim 
to offer a January/ May resit attempt at both the examination and externally assessed CA – this is student dependent and provides a unique opportunity to 
tailor the course to the requirements of each learner. All qualifications in the suite share some common units and assessments, allowing learners some 
flexibility in moving between sizes. In each internal unit, learners are assessed using a variety of styles to help them develop a broad range of transferable skills. 
Learners could be given opportunities to: 

• write up the findings of their own research 

• use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations 

• carry out projects for which they have choice over the direction and outcomes 

• demonstrate practical and technical skills using appropriate (tools/processes, etc.).   

Curriculum impact: This curriculum plan provides overall progression to the workplace either directly or via study at a higher level. Proof comes from YouGov 
research, which shows that 62% of large companies have recruited employees with BTEC qualifications. What’s more, well over 100,000 BTEC students apply 
to UK universities every year and their BTEC Nationals are accepted by over 150 UK universities and higher education institutes for relevant degree 
programmes either on their own or in combination with A Levels. By completing this work, we hope that learners are able to analyse complex information, 
data and situations, in vocational contexts, in order to draw conclusions and make valid observations. They can synthesise their knowledge and 
understanding of IT systems to deconstruct complex problems, drawing on various sources of information to develop effective solutions. Learners can 
evaluate the effectiveness of IT systems and make justified recommendations for further developments and future actions. They can make valid, justified 
judgements on the impact of IT on individuals, organisations and wider society. 



Year 13 IT Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Unit 3 LAA 
Explore the 
impact of social 
media on the 
ways in which 
businesses 
promote their 
products and 
services 
 
Unit 5 LAA 
Investigate data 
modelling and 
how it can be 
used in the 
decision-making 
process 
 
 

Unit 3 LAB 
Develop a plan 
to use social 
media in a 
business to 
meet 
requirements. 
 
 
Unit 5 LAB 
Design a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 LAB 
Develop a plan 
to use social 
media in a 
business to 
meet 
requirements. 
 
 
Unit 5 LAB 
Design a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements 
 
 

Unit 3 LAB LAC 
Develop a plan 
to use social 
media in a 
business to 
meet 
requirements. 
 
Implement the 
use of social 
media in a 
business. 
 
Unit 5 LAB LAC 
Design a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements 
 
Develop a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements

Unit 3 LAB LAC 
Develop a plan 
to use social 
media in a 
business to 
meet 
requirements. 
 
Implement the 
use of social 
media in a 
business. 
 
Unit 5 LAB LAC 
Design a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements 
 
Develop a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements

 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Unit 3 Assess the 
different ways in 
which a business 
can use social 
media to attract a 
target audience. 
 
Evaluate the 
business use of 
social media to 
interact with 
customers and 
promote products 
or services to a 
target audience. 
 
Unit 5 Analyse 
how the features 
of spreadsheet 
software 
contribute to the 

 
Understand 
the wider 
implications of 
digital 
systems and 
their use.  
 
Understand 
how 
legislation 
covering data 
protection, 
computer 
crimes and 
intellectual 
property has 
an impact on 
the way that 
organisations 
and 

Understand the 
wider 
implications of 
digital systems 
and their use.  
 
Understand how 
legislation 
covering data 
protection, 
computer 
crimes and 
intellectual 
property has an 
impact on the 
way that 
organisations 
and individuals 
use digital 
systems and 
data.

Understand 
how and why 
modern 
technologies 
are used by 
organisations 
and 
stakeholders to 
access and 
manipulate 
data, and to 
provide access 
to systems and 
tools in order to 
complete tasks. 
 
How the 
increased 
reliance of 
organisations 
on digital 

Understand the 
wider 
implications of 
digital systems 
and their use.  
 
Understand how 
legislation 
covering data 
protection, 
computer crimes 
and intellectual 
property has an 
impact on the 
way that 
organisations 
and individuals 
use digital 
systems and 
data. 

 



decision-making 
process. 
 
Evaluate how the 
features of 
spreadsheet 
software 
contribute to the 
decision-making 
process. 
 

individuals 
use digital 
systems and 
data. 
 
Understand 
how 
individuals in 
the digital 
sector plan 
solutions and 
communicate 
meaning and 
intention. 
 
 
 
 

 
Understand how 
individuals in 
the digital 
sector plan 
solutions and 
communicate 
meaning and 
intention. 
 
 
 

systems to hold 
data and 
perform vital 
functions 
presents a 
range of 
challenges and 
dangers.  
 
Understand the 
nature of 
threats to 
digital systems 
and ways that 
they can be 
mitigated. 
 
 

Understand how 
individuals in 
the digital sector 
plan solutions 
and 
communicate 
meaning and 
intention. 
 
 
 

Subject specific skills Unit 3 Create a 
presentation to 
deliver to the 
Stone Business 
Forum in which 
you provide an 
evaluation of the 
different ways in 
which a business 
can use social 
media. You 
should cover how 
social media can 
be used to 
interact with 
customers and 
promote 
business 
products and/or 
services. You 
should also cover 
ways in which 
social media can 
be used to target 
a specific 
audience and the 

Unit 3 Produce 
a plan to use 
social media 
in a business 
to meet its 
business 
requirements. 
 
Review the 
plan with 
others in order 
to identify and 
inform 
improvements. 
 
Produce 
business-
related 
content using 
appropriate 
features of 
social media 
which meet 
the 
requirements 
of the plan.

Unit 3 Produce a 
plan to use 
social media in 
a business to 
meet its 
business 
requirements. 
 
Review the plan 
with others in 
order to identify 
and inform 
improvements. 
 
Produce 
business-
related content 
using 
appropriate 
features of 
social media 
which meet the 
requirements of 
the plan. 
 

Unit 3 Review 
data obtained 
on social media 
usage and 
interaction. 
 
Justify 
planning 
decisions 
made, showing 
how the plan 
will fulfil its 
purpose and 
business 
requirements. 
 
Optimise the 
content, format 
and features of 
social media 
which meet the 
requirements of 
the plan. 
 
Unit 5 Test the 
data model for 

Unit 3 Evaluate 
the plan and use 
of social media 
in a business 
against business 
requirements. 
 
Demonstrate 
individual 
responsibility, 
creativity, and 
effective self-
management in 
the planning and 
use of social 
media in a 
business 
context. 
 
Unit 5 Evaluate 
the design and 
optimised data 
model against 
client 
requirements. 

 



audience profiles 
of different social 
media sites. 
 
Unit 5 Create a 
presentation, 
including 
speaker’s notes 
in which provides 
an evaluation of 
the ways in which 
spreadsheet 
models can be 
used to predict 
the outcome of 
different 
situations and 
therefore support 
the decisions that 
the managers 
need to make as 
they run the 
company. You 
need to make 
sure you cover 
the typical stages 
involved in the 
decision making 
process, and how 
the advanced 
features and 
functions of 
spreadsheet 
models can be 
used to support 
those stages

Unit 5 Produce 
designs for a 
data model 
which meet 
client 
requirements. 
 
Review the 
designs with 
others, to 
identify and 
inform 
improvements. 
 
Develop a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements. 
 

Unit 5 Produce 
designs for a 
data model 
which meet 
client 
requirements. 
 
Review the 
designs with 
others, to 
identify and 
inform 
improvements. 
 
Develop a data 
model to meet 
client 
requirements. 

correctness, 
functionality 
and 
acceptance. 
 
Review the 
extent to which 
the data model 
meets client 
requirements. 

Demonstrate 
individual 
responsibility, 
creativity, and 
effective self-
management in 
the design, 
development 
and review of a 
data model. 

1.SMSC Social: Social 
media use 
permeates all 
aspects of 
society, even 
becoming an 
essential 
marketing tool for 
most businesses.

Social: Social 
media use 
permeates all 
aspects of 
society, even 
becoming an 
essential 
marketing tool 

Social and 
Cultural: The 
use of 
technology has 
made the 
business 
environment 
more dynamic, 
responsive and 

Social and 
Cultural: The 
use of 
technology has 
made the 
business 
environment 
more dynamic, 
responsive and 

Spiritual: The 
review process 
in both units 
allows for 
reflection, 
justification and 
acknowledgment 
of issues and 
possible 

 



 
Moral: 
Coursework 
evidence creation 
should be 
independent so 
any collaborative 
work must be 
within rules and 
guidelines and 
students must 
not copy work 

for most 
businesses. 
 
Moral: 
Coursework 
evidence 
creation 
should be 
independent 
so any 
collaborative 
work must be 
within rules 
and guidelines 
and students 
must not copy 
work

fluid. Students 
will learn about 
human 
interaction in 
the project 
lifecycle and be 
expected tom 
listen to a client 
and respond 
accordingly. 

fluid. Students 
will learn about 
human 
interaction in 
the project 
lifecycle and be 
expected tom 
listen to a client 
and respond 
accordingly. 

measures of 
success. 

2.Skills For life Developing a 
strong 
understanding of 
the techniques 
used by 
businesses to 
persuade users is 
vital to creating a 
savvy shopper. 
Spreadsheet 
skills are also 
vital for most 
roles within a 
variety of sectors 

Developing a 
strong 
understanding 
of the 
techniques 
used by 
businesses to 
persuade 
users is vital 
to creating a 
savvy 
shopper. 
Spreadsheet 
skills are also 
vital for most 
roles within a 
variety of 
sectors

Involvement of a 
Client in both 
units of work 
allows students 
to develop an 
understanding 
of the two way 
processes 
involved in the 
project lifecycle; 
having to 
respond to 
requirements 
and 
constructive 
feedback from a 
third party 

Testing a 
product before 
releasing for 
use is an 
excellent 
exemplar for 
students as to 
the need to 
assess risk, 
plan for issues 
and resolve any 
problems that 
occur. This 
helps to build 
resilience and 
determination 
in the face of 
adversity.

Individual 
responsibility, 
creativity, and 
effective self-
management in 
the design, 
development 
and review of a 
data model. 

 

3.FBV Respect, 
tolerance and 
understanding 
when using 
social media is of 
upmost 
importance. 

Respect, 
tolerance and 
understanding 
when using 
social media is 
of upmost 
importance. 

IT is at the 
forefront of 
Governmental 
policy to keep 
Britain 
competitive in 
the modern 
marketplace.

None Specific None Specific  

Stretch & challenge Pass Merit and 
Distinction tasks 

Pass Merit and 
Distinction 

Pass Merit and 
Distinction 

Pass Merit and 
Distinction 

Pass Merit and 
Distinction tasks 

 



allow for deeper 
level of 
justification – 
within the desired 
criteria. 

tasks allow for 
deeper level of 
justification – 
within the 
desired 
criteria.

tasks allow for 
deeper level of 
justification – 
within the 
desired criteria. 

tasks allow for 
deeper level of 
justification – 
within the 
desired criteria. 

allow for deeper 
level of 
justification – 
within the 
desired criteria. 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

Unit 3 Completion 
of P1 and P2 for 
LAA 
 
Unit 5 Completion 
of P1 and P2 for 
LAA 

Unit 3 
Completion of 
M1 and D1 for 
LAA 
 
Unit 5 
Completion of 
M1 and D1 for 
LAA 

Potential Unit 1 
& Unit 2 
External 
Examination 
opportunity 
Jan 2025 
 
Unit 3 
Completion of 
P3, P4, P5, and 
M2, M3 for LAB 
and LAC 
 
Unit 5 
Completion of 
M1 and D1 for 
LAA

Unit 3 
Completion of 
P6, M2, M3 and 
D2 and D3 for 
LAB and LAC 
 
Unit 5 
Completion of 
P3, P4, P5 and 
M2, M3 for LAB 
and LAC 

Potential Unit 1 
& Unit 2 External 
Examination 
opportunity 
May 2025 
 
Unit 3 
Completion of 
P6, M2, M3 and 
D2 and D3 for 
LAB and LAC 
 
Unit 5 
Completion of 
P6, P7 and D2, 
D3 for LAB and 
LAC

 

Special events       
Visits/extra-curricular Coursework 

catch up club
Coursework 
catch up club

Coursework 
catch up club

Coursework 
catch up club

Coursework 
catch up club

 

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Outstanding work 
to be completed 
in own study 
time/ at home 
Revision for 
resits 

Outstanding 
work to be 
completed in 
own study 
time/ at home 
Revision for 
resits

Outstanding 
work to be 
completed in 
own study time/ 
at home 
Revision for 
resits

Outstanding 
work to be 
completed in 
own study time/ 
at home 
Revision for 
resits 

Outstanding 
work to be 
completed in 
own study time/ 
at home. 
Revision for 
resits

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   


