
 

Subject Curriculum Map: Applied Criminology Year 13 - 2024-25 
Exam Board & Assessment Method: WJEC 
 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop an understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the criminal 
justice sector, social and probation work and sociology and psychology.  

WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of psychology, law and sociology that complements 
studies in humanities.  

This is an Applied General qualification.  This means it is designed primarily to support learners progressing to university.  It has been 
designed to offer exciting and interesting experiences that focus learning for 16-19 year-old learners and adult learners through applied 
learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked to the criminal justice system.  The 
qualification would support learners’ progression from any study at Level 2, particularly GCSEs in Sociology, Law, Psychology, 
Citizenship, History and Humanities. 

 

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 13 students cover 2 topics across the year, this builds on learning from year 12 content 
and introduces new topics which include Crime Scene to courtroom (unit 3 – internal) and Crime and punishment (unit 4 – exam). These 
topics being split between two teachers.  Students have 9 lessons of criminology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent 
learning tasks that are complete outside of lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as 
opportunities to practice assessment questions for the examined unit and complete the task for the internally assessed unit.  Teachers 
use different teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout including:- flipped learning preparation tasks, group 
work leading to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, presentations etc.  Students are also offered the opportunity to 
taste Criminology in Action with a visit to external venues / speakers. 

 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets. This will mean they are able to demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will have transitioned to 
key stage 5 and be prepared to move on to further studies/fields of work. They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and 
fundamental British values to ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 



 

Year 13 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Crime scene to 
courtroom – 
understanding the 
process of criminal 
investigations, 
understanding 
process for 
prosecution of 
suspects  
 
Crime and 
punishment  ‐ 
understand the 
criminal justice 
system in England 
and Wales 
 

Crime scene to 
courtroom –  
application and 
review of criminal 
cases 
Crime and 
punishment  ‐ 
understand the 
role of punishment 
in a criminal 
justice system 

Crime scene to 
courtroom – 
finalisation of 
knowledge and 
notes   
Crime and 
punishment  ‐ 
understand the 
role of punishment 
in a criminal 
justice system  

Crime scene to 
courtroom – 
internal 
assessment 
(march) and 
potential resits 
(April), revision for 
unit 4 
 
Crime and 
punishment  ‐  
understand 
measures used in 
social control 

Crime scene to 
courtroom –  
Revision for unit 4 
 
Crime and 
punishment  ‐  
revision, exam  
 

Not in school  
 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Key personnel in 
criminal 
investigations ‐  
police officers, CSI, 
forensic scientists, 
pathologists, CPS. 
Use of techniques ‐ 
intelligence 
databases, forensic, 
surveillance, 
interview, profiling. 
Processing of 
evidence – physical, 
testimonial. Rights 
of individuals – 
suspects, victims, 
witnesses. 
Prosecution of 
suspects – CPS 
requirements, 

Use of evidence –
reliability, 
admissibility, 
disclosure, hearsay. 
Influences to 
outcomes – 
evidence, witnesses, 
experts, legal teams, 
judiciary. Laypeople 
– jury, magistrates. 
Validity of 
information – trial 
transcripts, media, 
judgments, law 
reports. Conclusions 
from information –
safe verdicts, 
miscarriage of 
justice, just verdicts, 
just sentencing.  

Internal assessment 
– unit 3  
 
Forms of 
punishment, 
meeting the aims o 
punishment – aims 
of sentencing, 
imprisonment, 
community 
sentences, fines, 
discharges.  

Internal assessment 
resits/revision for 
unit 4  
 
Role of agengices in 
social control – 
police, CPS, judiciary, 
prisons, national 
probation service, 
charaties and 
pressure groups. 
Contribution of 
agencies to achieving 
social control – 
environmental 
design, behavioural 
tactics, institutional 
tactics, gaps in state 
provision. 
Limitations of 

Revision for Unit 4
 
Revision 
 
EXAM 

 



 

evidential test, 
public interest test, 
threshold test. Trial 
processes, pre trial 
matters, plea, bail, 
appeal.  
 
Processes used for 
law making – 
parliamentary 
processes, 
government, judicial 
processes. 
Organisation of the 
CJS in England and 
wales – main 
agencies, 
relationships 
between justice 
agencies. Models of 
criminal justice – 
crime control model, 
due process model, 
UK justice system.  

Forms of social 
control – internal, 
moral conscience, 
tradition, culture, 
internalisation, 
external, agencies, 
CJS, coercion, fear, 
control theory.  Aims 
of punishment, 
retribution, 
rehabilitation, 
deterrence, public 
protection, 
reparation.  
 
 
 
 

agencies ‐ repeat 
offending, civil 
liberties, legal 
barriers, acces to 
resources and 
support, finance, 
local policies, 
national policies, 
moral imperatives. 
Evaluation of 
agencies discussed.  

Subject specific skills Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence.  
Effectiveness of 
roles of personnel 
involved in criminal 
investigations. 
Assessment of 
investigative 
techniques, 
explanation of 
processing evidence. 
examining the rights 
of individuals in 
criminal 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Explain the 
requirements of CPS 
for prosecuting 
suspects. Describe 
trial processes. 
Understand the 
rules in relation to 
the use of evidence 
in criminal cases. 
Assess key 
influences in relation 
to the use of 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Examine information 
for validity. Draw 
conclusions from 
information. Discuss 
aims of punishment. 
Assess how forms of 
punishment meet 
the aims of 
punishment.  
 
Skills evidence in 
internal assessment.  

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Explain role of 
agencies in social 
control. Describe the 
contribution of 
agencies to achieving 
social control. 
Examine the 
limitations of 
agencies in achieving 
social control. 
Evaluating the 
effectiveness of 

All skills evident in 
assessment 



 

investigations. 
Describe processes 
used for law making, 
and the organisation 
of the criminal 
justice system in 
England and Wales.  

evidence in criminal 
cases. Discuss the 
use of laypeople in 
criminal cases. 
Explain forms of 
social control.  

agencies in achieving 
social control.  

1.SMSC Social – role of 
personnel in criminal 
investigations. 
Organisation of the 
CJS in England and 
Wales.  
Moral – Processes 
used for law making. 
 

Social – Forms of 
social control.  
 
Moral, cultural – 
aims of punishment. 
Key influences 
affecting outcomes 
of criminal cases 

Social – role of 
agencies in social 
control.  
 
Moral ‐ evaluation 
of agencies in 
achieving social 
control  

Social – contribution 
of agencies achieving 
social control  
 

All as previous

2.Skills For life Independence – the 
promotion of the 
Independent 
Learning S of W 
Resilience – with the 
first assessment at a 
new level developing 
a growth mindset 
Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
Numeracy ‐  
methods of 
collecting crime 
statistics 
 

Teamwork –
assessing key 
influences, applying 
to real life case 
studies.  
Empathy – for 
victims and 
offenders within 
crime situations   
Independence – 
completion of class 
notes for internal 
assessment  

Communication – 
examination of 
agencies of social 
control.  
Resilience – 
completion of 
internal assessment.  

Independence,
communication – 
revision skills, group 
work in revision 
sessions.  
 
All previous skills 
built on in 
preparation for 
exam/resit 
assessment.  

Independence
Leadership 
Creativity 
Resilience 
Problem Solving 
Communication 
Literacy 
Numeracy 

3.FBV Mutual respect –
promotion via 
induction of respect 
for different views 
Tolerance – of 
alternative views 

Rules of law – policy 
development  
 

Tolerance ‐ of 
alternative 
views/evaluation  

Rule of law – policy 
development  

Stretch & challenge Higher order 
Evaluation and 
Justification on links 

Evaluation key 
influences from a 
wider perspective, 

Justification of use of 
agencies of social 

Evaluation of 
agencies in achieving 



 

between personnel 
techniques and 
outcomes of criminal 
cases.  
 

application to real 
life case studies.  

control, application 
to real life examples. 
 

social control, real 
life examples.   

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

  Dec – Mock papers 
and set task 

March –internal 
assessment set task 
unit 3 
 
April – resit of 
internal assessment 

May/June – external 
paper Unit 4 

Visits/extra-curricular   Shrewsbury Prison 
visit   

 
Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
 

 


