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***Act 1  The play opens with the three witches in a storm upon the heath planning to meet Macbeth. 

•  (First witch) “in thunder, lightning or in rain” 

• (All 3 witches) “fair is foul and foul is fair, hover through the fog and filthy air” 

King Duncan asks a wounded captain for news from the battlefield. Macbeth and Banquo fought bravely. 
Duncan orders the traitor (Thane of Cawdor) to be killed and that Macbeth should be given the title. 

• (Captain) “brave Macbeth” 

• (Captain about Macbeth) “he unseam’d him from the nave to th’chaps” 

The witches hail Macbeth as the Thane of Cawdor they also prophecise that he will become King. The 
witches declare that Banquo will never be King but that his children will.  

• (about the witches) “look not like th’inhabitants o’th’earth” 

•  (Banquo warns Macbeth) “to win us to our harm the instruments of darkness tell us truths” 

At the King’s castle Duncan names his son Malcom as his heir. Macbeth recognises that Malcolm stands in 
his way if he is to become king,  

•  Macbeth) “let not light see my black and deep desires” 

Lady Macbeth reads a letter from her husband. She fears he is too soft to do what it takes to be king. 
Macbeth arrives and Lady Macbeth instructs him that he must kill Duncan that very night. 

• (Macbeth to L.Macbeth in his letter) “my dearest partner of greatness” 

•  (L.Macbeth) “come you spirits…unsex me here” 

•  (L.Macbeth to Macbeth) “look like th’innocent flower, but be the serpent under’t” 

•  (L.Macbeth to Macbeth) “when you durst do it, then you were a man” 

• (L.Macbeth) “dash’d the brains out” 

***Act 2   Macbeth has a vision of a dagger floating in front of him. Lady Macbeth gives the signal and 

Macbeth makes his way to Duncan’s chambers to commit the crime. 

• (Macbeth) “Is this a dagger which I see before me” 

Macbeth enters covered in blood: he has killed Duncan and immediately regrets it. Lady Macbeth realises 
that Macbeth has failed to plant the daggers on the guards. They try to wash away the blood (guilt).  

• (Macbeth) “Macbeth does murder sleep” 

•  (L.Macbeth) “a little water clears us of this deed” 

A drunken Porter stumbles to answer the knocking at the door from Macduff and Lennox. Macduff enters 
and finds the King dead. Duncan’s sons Malcom and Donalbain decide to flee. 

• (Macduff on discovering Duncan murdered) “Oh horror, horror, horror!” 

•  (Donalbain) “There’s daggers in men’s smiles” 



***Act 3  Macbeth and Lady Macbeth invite Banquo to a feast and Banquo exits to go riding. Macbeth 

hires some murderers to get rid of Banquo and his son Fleance. 

• (Banquo suspicious about Macbeth) “I fear thou played most foully for’t” 

Lady Macbeth and Macbeth both admit to feeling guilty about what they have done. Macbeth then reveals 
his plan to have Banquo and Fleance murdered which shocks Lady Macbeth. 

•  (Macbeth) “full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife” 

Banquo is murdered, Fleance escapes. Macbeth sees Banquo’s ghost sitting in his place at the table. 

• (Macbeth on seeing Banquo’s ghost) “never shake thy gory locks at me” 

We learn Macduff has gone to England to join Malcom and beg for support from the English. 

***Act 4  The Witches summon three horrible apparitions for Macbeth. 1. A floating armoured head 

warns “beware Macduff”. 2. A child covered in blood tells him “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth”. 
3. A crowned child holding a tree tells him he will be safe until the wood moves to the castle.  

• (The witches) “double double toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble” 

• (Bloody child apparition) “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth” 

As a result, Macbeth has his men kill all of Macduff’s family and their servants. In England, Ross (thane) 
informs Macduff that his wife and children are dead. Macduff swears revenge on Macbeth. 

•  (Macduff) “all my pretty chickens” 

***Act 5  A doctor assesses Lady Macbeth’s strange sleep walking and Lady Macbeth enters in a trance. 

She talks about the murders of Lady Macduff and Banquo and claims she sees blood on her hands. 

• (L. Macbeth) “Out damned spot” 

Macbeth feels invincible and boasts than he cannot be killed. Lady Macbeth’s mental health has worsened. 

• (Macbeth on his Wife’s mental turmoil) “cure her of that” 

Malcom and the English (Siward) plan to disguise their army with branches. L. Macbeth has killed herself.  

• (Macbeth) “I have almost forgot the taste of fears”  

• (Macbeth on L.Macbeth’s death) “She should have died hereafter” 

Macduff and Macbeth finally meet upon the battlefield. Macbeth informs Macduff of the witches’ 
prophecy and the fact that he cannot be killed. Macduff remarks that he was born by a Caesarean section.  

• (Macduff speaking to Macbeth) “turn hell-hound turn” 

•  (Macduff) “Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripp’d” 

Macduff enters with Macbeth’s head. Malcom is confirmed King of Scotland and order is restored. 

•  (Malcolm about Macbeth and L.Macbeth) “this dead butcher and his fiend like queen” 


