
Poetry Anthology Revision: 
What’s it about?                                        Key quotes.                                     Key context. 

- WW1 – personal experiences as soldier, including gas 
attacks, died at end of the war
- WW1: new style of warfare, including mustard gas 
and trench warfare
- Criticizes propaganda at home (war not glamorous)

“Bent double, like old beggars under sacks” (simile)
“Gas Gas! Quick boys!” (direct speech)
“In all my dreams” (imagery of nightmares)
“Like a devil’s, sick of sin” (simile)
“The old lie” (bitter tone)

- Horrible impression of war – suffering, 
unpleasant, not glamorous, immoral.
- Graphic description of gas attack.
- Bitter attack on people who say death for your 
country is “sweet and honourable.”

Dulce et Decorum 
Est – Wilfred Owen

- Beginning of WW1 – hadn’t fought
- Propaganda and patriotism
- Imperialism (British empire – attitude: we are the best)
- Naïve – didn’t know war would be like it was

“If I should die, think only this of me” (imperative tone)
“a richer dust concealed” (repeats ‘rich – patriotism)
“a body of England’s” (personifies England as his mother)
“an English heaven” (religious imagery)

- Sonnet - Tells people what to think if he dies in 
war – thinks will be responsible for part of the 

land, is giving back to England who he owes a lot 
to, will go to heaven.

- Inspired by experience of a UN peacekeeper in Bosnia –
badly injured, suffers from PTSD
- Modern warfare – mental effects of war are more 
spoken about
- Effects on families and wives

“only then” (repetition – he’s emotionally closed-off)
“the frozen river” (metaphor of scar)
“foetus of metal beneath his chest” (metaphor)
“sweating, unexploded mine buried deep” (metaphor – PTSD)

- About a wife trying to rebuild relationship with 
husband and help him recover from his ordeal and 
injuries in a war zone.  
– He’s suffering from PTSD.

- To remember losses of one of the bloodiest battles of 
WW1 - Welsh division- lack of respect for them
- Effect on farmland of battles – still find objects
- Modern poet about a historic battle – finding a way 
to remember/challenge
- Poet grew up in Wales

“The wasted young” (tragic tone)
“The blown and broken bird’s egg of a skull” (metaphor)
“Like a wound working a foreign body” (simile)
“Skeletons paused mid-dance macabre” (metaphor)
“The notes they had sung” (imagery of sound/singing)

- About the bodies of the soldiers coming to the 
surface in French fields when farmers plough.  
- Like the earth is making sure they aren’t 
forgotten and have a voice in death.

- Victorian London – smog and pollution - industry
- Written a few years after Boer War – reflects on the 
terrible losses and effect on country
- War took place in South Africa – Boers wanted 
independence.  About defending the Empire.

“The street-lamp glimmers cold” (pathetic fallacy)
“A messenger’s knock cracks smartly” (onomatopoeia)
“His hand, whom the worm now knows” (graphic imagery)
“Home-planned jaunts by brake and burn/in the summer 
weather” (contrasting pathetic fallacy)

- A soldier’s wife receiving the news her husband has 
died in war.  
- She is in a miserable environment and the next day 
received a letter from him about everything he wants 
to do with her when he returns. 

- Modern love poem – relationships aren’t all idealised. 
- Explores modern clichés of love – lots of money 
made from Valentine’s day - really love?
-Poet had several relationships - male and female--
complicated love life – gender not implied in poem.

“Not a red rose or a satin heart/I give you an onion” 
(extended metaphor begins)
“It promises light” (symbolism – hope and purity)
“Its fierce kiss will stay on your lips” (personification) 
“cling to your knife” (last line, extended metaphor)

- Suggests love has positive and negative aspects.
- Narrator rejects clichéd presents given on 
Valentine’s day - gives an onion, seen as beautiful and 
symbolising hope but can also make you cry. 
- Ends with the violent picture of a knife.  

- Father was a tyrant and brother died.
- Plagued by ill health
- About a man she was writing to, Robert, who she later 
eloped with.  He seemed like the only joy in her life.
- Not written to be published so intense emotions 

“Let me count the ways” (imperative-loves to talk about him)
“by sun and candlelight” (light imagery - her love is constant)
“a love I seemed to lose” (he gave her back what she lost)
“I shall but love thee better after death”(her love is spiritual )

- About how much the poet loved her lover and in 
how many ways.  

- What his love meant to her and how determined 
she is to be with him.

- Larkin wrote poems about ordinary life-often 
melancholic (looked at the sad side)
- He never married.
- Written in the early 1960s: mostly women expected 
to give up work- become homemakers- defined by 
roles as wives and mothers.

-”Summer is fading” (pathetic fallacy- women’s youth fading)
- “An estateful of washing” (metaphor - lives are dull)
- “Their children…expect to be taken home” (demanding)
- “Something is pushing them to the side of their own lives” 
(metaphor showing loss, last line)

- Describes the local playground and the mothers 
letting their children play.  
- Then focuses on how the women have been pushed 
out of their own lives-now revolve around washing 
and memories of their weddings.  It is the ‘afternoon’ 
of their lives. 

The Soldier –
Rupert Brooke

The Manhunt –
Simon Armitage

Mametz Wood –
Owen Sheers

A Wife in London –
Thomas Hardy

Valentine – Carol 
Ann Duffy

Sonnet 43 –
Elizabeth Browning

Afternoons – Philip 
Larkin



- A modern love poem – relationships aren’t all 
idealised. People might not expect them to be 
together: African American and German. 
- Autobiographical – dedicated to husband, Fred, 
and real hurricane which disrupted life.

“I could pick anything and think of you” (loving tone)
“chainmail glinting, to set me free” (metaphor)
“Big Bad Floyd” (personifies hurricane)
“teenage crushes on worthless boys” (adjectives imply 

they weren’t as good as her relationship now)
“I fill this stolen time with you” (metaphor-values)

- Every thing reminds her of her husband-her hero. 
- Life is busy and today, a hurricane is on its way. 
- She remembers teenage crushes who don’t measure up 
to Fred.  
- Storm outside,her and Fred are working in the study. 
- Their love is so ordinary but makes her very happy- she’s 
pleased to have “stolen” more time with Fred.

- Part of a collection of poems about nature
- Written in 1960s – controversial- people thought it 
could be about Nazi regime (eagle was their symbol). 
- Hitler’s regime was based on power and violence and 
not negotiation, like the bird’s position in the world.

“in sleep rehearse perfect kills” (arrogant tone)
“the earth’s face upward for my inspection (personification)
“I kill where I please because it is all mine (repetition of ‘I’))
“I am going to keep things like this” (last line, simple 
sentence - controlling)

- Written from the perspective of the hawk, as it sits  at the 
top of the wood. 
- A killing machine and thinks everything is made for it and 
under its control.  
- The hawk doesn’t need to argue its point, just kills, and 
claims that it will keep everything this way.

-Egyptian Pharaoh-once very powerful and built many 
monuments to himself to show how powerful he was.
- Shelley a Romantic poet - believes nature is more 
significant than man
-Shelley was against the king at the time he was writing

“Two vast and trunkless legs” (powerless adjectives)
“Sneer of cold command” (emphasises his cruel power)
“King of kings” (biblical phrase – arrogant tone)
“Look on my works ye mighty and despair” (direct address)
“Boundless and bare,lone and level sands” (imagery- powerless)

- About the statue of a powerful Egyptian Pharaoh 
which was built a long time ago and now stands 
crumbling in a desert.  
- The place the Pharaoh ruled is no longer there.

-Romantic poet – believed nature had a kind of power. 
- Poem is an ode: dedicated to praising something-song-
like quality
- Harvest time was very important then.
-European art, seasons often portrayed as goddesses

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness!” (admiring tone)
“Close bosom friend of the maturing sun” (personification)
“Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind (personification))
“Gathering swallows twitter in the skies” (sound imagery)

- The poem praises autumn: how abundant autumn is 
– it works with the sun to ripen fruit etc. 
- Next describes autumn as a beautiful woman who is 
everywhere, watching the harvest.
- Last it focuses on the sounds of autumn at dusk.

- Grew up in rural Ireland, where flax (a crop) was 
harvested and left to mature 
- Childhood experience: 1940s - lots of time outdoors.  
- Plague of frogs punished the pharaoh in bible for 
keeping God’s people as slaves.

“The flax-dam festered” (unpleasant imagery - alliteration)
“Bubbles gargled delicately” (sensory imagery, onomatopoeia)
“Angry frogs invaded” (personification, war imagery)
“Poised like mud grenades” (simile, war imagery)

- A boy fascinated with nature, collecting tadpoles.  
- One day he sees lots of frogs and is horrified. 
- Can be seen as him realising the power of nature –
tried to play God at beginning-shouldn’t have interfered.  

-Grew up in the Lake District, where the poem is set.
- Romantic poet – nature is powerful. 
- Part of a long poem which is about his time growing up 
and how it formed who he is as an adult.

“It was a time of rapture” (child like imagery)
“We hissed along the polished ice” (onomatopoeia - beauty)
“Every icy crag tinkled like iron” (beautiful imagery, onomatopoeia)
“The orange sky of evening died away” (imagery - beautiful)

- About the joy and beauty ice-skating on a frozen lake.  
- Beginning of the poem, seems innocent, totally joyful.  
- Later becomes more aware of the wider environment 
and it moves him emotionally as the night draws in.

- Set in Mumbai slums – poor living conditions in terms 
of clean water, food and education.  
- However, people live there to be near to the city as 
they hope to improve their lives.

“just not enough straight lines” (imagery)
“leans dangerously/ towards the miraculous” (contrast)
“fragile curves of white” (eggs symbolic of faith and hope)
“as if they were the bright, thin walls of faith” (imagery: faith)

- Describes the slums people live in.  
- Focuses on the problems at first and how it seems 
unsafe but then seems to admire it.  
- Describes a basket of eggs: show hope and confidence.

- Writing at about the time of French Revolution- the French 
were replacing the monarchy - supported this.
- Believes people oppressed by the monarchy and the church
-Lot of poverty and child labour.  Poor conditions for chimney 
sweeps (children) and also a lot of child prostitution.  

“Near where the chartered Thames does flow” (imagery - control)
“the mind-forged manacles I hear” (metaphor: chained minds)
“the hapless Soldier’s sigh runs in blood down Palace walls” 
(imagery)
“the youthful Harlot’s curse” (harlot – prostitute) 

- About walking through London’s streets and being 
horrified by the oppression and ignorance he sees.  
- Feels London is doomed.

-Romantic poet -effect a woman at ball had on him. 
- She was dressed in black and was in mourning.
- Expectations of women to be “pure”.  Often idealised 
and written about using religious imagery.

“like the night of cloudless climes and starry skies” (simile)
“grace…softly lightens o’er her face” (light imagery)
“how pure, how dear” (adjectives to show perfection)
“A heart whose love is innocent!” (images of purity)

- About a beautiful woman - her appearance is perfectly 
balanced by her black mourning clothes. 
- admires her because he believes she’s pure 

- compares her to a beautiful night sky

She walks in beauty 
– Lord Byron

Cozy Apologia –
Rita Dove

Hawk Roosting -
Ted Hughes

Ozymandias –
Percy Shelley

To Autumn –
John Keats

Living Space –
Imtiaz Dharker

Death of  a Naturalist 
– Seamus Heaney

The Prelude –
William Wordsworth

As imperceptibly as 
grief – Emily Dickinson

London –
Wiliam Blake

- Dickinson spent a lot of time at home – rarely went out 
in later years- the view from her window = important.
-Understood grief: lived next to graveyard growing up, 5 
of her schoolfriends died of consumption, buried there.

“As imperceptibly as grief the summer lapsed away” (simile)
“the morning foreign shone” (symbolic-no light)
“made her light escape into the beautiful” (summer is 
personified – shows how it has gone somewhere better)

- Describes the way summer ends: difficult to spot it 
slipping away then, suddenly, not summer any more. 
- The narrator feels sad – quieter, there isn’t so much 

light. Seems summer “escaped” to somewhere better.


