
A Level Geography Summer Bridging Project 

What is a Bridging Project? 

To better prepare you for the rigours of A Level geography and to start as you mean to go on, the bridging 
project allows you to begin developing your skills ready to hit the ground running when you start the A 
Level course in September. The project will be ongoing but the work completed before starting the course 
will be used in the early lessons, therefore it is vital that you complete it well as you begin you first steps 
into A Levels.  

 

Your Bridging Project – Part 1 

Below is a list of the topics which we will cover together during your time on the A Level Geography 
course.  

Year 12 

 Tectonic Processes and Hazards 

 Coastal Landscapes and Change  

 Globalisation 

 Regenerating Places 

 

You are required to begin collecting information about these topics, throughout the coming months and 
over the summer. Begin by finding out more about the topics themselves by searching for the specification 
from the Edexcel website and look at how they relate to what is going on around the world. At A Level it is 
extremely important to develop independent learning skills and also have a bank of knowledge which you 
are able to draw upon linked to the topics we cover which are contemporary and up to date (not just from 
the text books).  

 

The best way to carry out this research and collect this information would be in the form of a scrap book or 
journal. It can be compiled electronically (using Word not PowerPoint) or by hand. It will need to include 
newspaper articles, photographs, quotes, magazine articles, maps, theories, charts and most importantly 
your own thoughts on the issues you have included.  

I would be tempted to chunk your work in prepearation to starting the course by researching it in sections, 
for example: 

 

Year13 

 The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 

 The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 

 Superpowers 

 Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 

 

Explore ideas for 

each sub section 

and then in your 

scrap book / journal 

identify the link 

(1.1a for example) 

to the relevant part 

of the specification. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Pearson-Edexcel-GCE-A-level-Geography-specification-issue-2-FINAL.pdf
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html


To further support you in your research use websites such as: 

https://www.rgs.org/ - Royal Geographical Society 

https://timeforgeography.co.uk/ - Time for Geography – a range of video resources 

http://geographical.co.uk/ - Geographical – up to date news from around the world 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Geography - The Independent  

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment - The Gaurdian (Environment) 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development - The Guardian (Global Development) 

https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/geography - New York Times 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/ - Science Daily 

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/ - National Geographic 

 

Your Bridging Project – Part 2 

On your return in September we will ask that you carry out a short presentation on your research and 
share with the class a little bit about how you carried it out and what you found interesting. In addition to 
this we will also be setting two of the following questions for which you must also prepare for. One 
question will be from the tectonics topic and one question will be from the globalisation topic. We will not 
tell you which you will be given so you must prepare for them all and then we will set them in exam 
conditions in the first few weeks as an initial assessment of your ability to see how you approach the 
answers in terms of both content (gathered independently prior to starting the course doing the work set 
above) and structure at this level.  These will form part of your initial assessment when you arrive 

 

In your first couple of lessons you will be asked to complete one of the following tectonics questions: 

1. Assess the reasons why, even within a country, some people are more vulnerable to hazards than 
others. (12 marks) 

2. Assess the statement that 'we are living in a more hazardous world'. (12 marks)    
3. Assess the extent to which hydrometeorological hazards can produce very similar impacts to 

hazards with tectonic causes. (12 marks) 

 

In your first couple of lessons you will also be asked to complete one of the following globalisation 
questions: 

1. Explain how technology has contributed to the process of globalisation. (6 marks) 
2. Assess the role played by TNCs in the globalisation process. (12 marks) 

3. Using examples, explain why some countries are more globalised than others. (8 marks) 

 

You must research and prepare for these questions in addition to creating your scrap book or journal. This 
will be your first assessment and marked piece of work, which we will use to guide, both you and ourselves 
in your suitability to succeed at this level in this subject.   

 

 

https://www.rgs.org/
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
http://geographical.co.uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Geography
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/geography
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/


Further Guidance 

 

The exam board for the A Level is Edexcel so feel free to begin looking around this new 2016 specification 

on their website. The additional details regarding the content will help support your work.  

 

There are also a series of text books you may want to consider but we will discuss these in more detail 
when you arrive in September, links to them can be found below (ctrl+click on the images) so that you can 
have a look at their costs and content. 

 

     

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Geography-Book-Third/dp/1471856542/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1467796142&sr=8-1&keywords=edexcel+a+level+geography
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Geography-Edexcel-Level-Year-Student/dp/0198366450/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?ie=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=AA5A3TRJ095WXJ1T7SDT
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Geography-Level-Student-eBook/dp/1292139625/ref=pd_sim_14_2?ie=UTF8&dpID=61N5j4d3fwL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR127,160_&psc=1&refRID=S1N4S1CQ0F5YYZF22XZV
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Geography-Student-Guide/dp/1471863158/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3?ie=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=H84ARF8XA2CF0SZMNJ4M
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Geography-Student-Guide/dp/147186409X/ref=pd_sim_14_4?ie=UTF8&dpID=51o0G36wWCL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR123,160_&psc=1&refRID=050387EJHQF8DVRYPQEH

