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8 July 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer and Student, 
 
 
 
On Tuesday the Government and Secretary of State for Education provided the details regarding how 
schools will be expected to function when they reopen in September as Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.  
You will all, I know, be eager to understand what to expect at the start of term.  A few things are still not 
clear such as what will be happening to external exams in 2022.  As soon as we know I will contact you 
again. 
 
 
 
What we know so far though is detailed in the following document: 
 
Department for Education: Schools Covid-19 operational guidance from Step 4  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/99
9689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf  
 
Before I outline some of the key details and what this means for Alleyne’s, I would like to thank all 
parents, carers and students for their patience, resilience and good humour during the last 16 months.  
The way you have worked with us during this difficult time has provided inspiration and renewed energy 
when everything was so uncertain.  
 
 
 
Key elements of note regarding the measures and how this will be applied at Alleyne’s Academy: 
 
1. Managing positive cases - DfE Guidance:  
 
“Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. 
They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result, or other reasons 
requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are 
required to quarantine).  
If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, you should send them home and 
they should follow public health advice.” 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf


Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
We will continue to work and communicate with you as parents and carers to ensure that any student 
displaying symptoms are cared for until they are able to go home safely.  Students who are in this 
situation should access a PCR test as soon as possible. 
 
 
2. Contact Tracing and isolation – DfE Guidance: 
 
 “Until Step 4, we expect you to continue to fulfil your contact tracing responsibilities.  
From Step 4, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no longer 
be expected to undertake contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace 
will work with the positive case to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be 
traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close 
contact. This is likely to be a very small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting 
COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in exceptional cases to help with 
identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases. 
  
Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
Alleyne’s Academy will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams on contact 
tracing in the case of a local outbreak.  
 
 
3. Dealing with close contacts of positive cases - DfE Guidance: 
  
“From 16 August, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they 
are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case.  
Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with 
a positive case and advised to take a PCR test.” 
 
“18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 4 months after their 18th birthday, to 
allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which point, they will be subject to the same rules 
as adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a close 
contact.” 
 
Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
We will continue to work with parents and carers around this issue.  
 
 
4. Face coverings - DfE Guidance: 
 
“From Step 4, face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or 
in communal areas.  
From Step 4, face coverings are also no longer recommended to be worn on dedicated transport to 
school or college and are no longer legally required on public transport.  



If you have an outbreak in your school, a director of public health might advise you that face coverings 
should temporarily be worn in communal areas or classrooms (by pupils, staff and visitors, unless 
exempt). You should make sure your outbreak management plans cover this possibility.”  
 
Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
The Academy has always allowed anyone who wishes to wear a mask to do so.  This will continue to be 
the case in September.  It is not an expectation, but should your child or a member of staff wish to wear 
a mask in the Academy, then this is allowed.  However, facial piercings will not be allowed even though a 
mask will coiver. 
For those staff who need to care for pupils who may be symptomatic they will be provided with PPE to 
keep them safe while dealing with that case.  
 
 
5. Asymptomatic testing and confirmatory PCR tests - DfE Guidance:  
 
“Over the summer, staff and secondary pupils should continue to test regularly if they are attending 
settings that remain open, such as summer schools and out of school activities based in school settings. 
All secondary school pupils should receive 2 on-site lateral flow device tests, 3 to 5 days apart, on their 
return in the autumn term.  
Pupils should then continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of September, when this will be 
reviewed.  
Staff should undertake twice weekly home tests whenever they are on site until the end of September, 
when this will also be reviewed.  
Staff and students with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home 
guidance.  They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19.  
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-
test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 
symptoms.” 
“Secondary schools should also retain a small asymptomatic testing site (ATS) on-site until further notice 
so they can offer testing to pupils who are unable to test themselves at home. “ 
 
Alleyne’s Academy response: 
 
In order to facilitate on site LFD testing for the large numbers of students in the year groups we will 
stagger the start dates for year groups: 
 
Year 9, Year 12 and Year 13 start date:  Thursday 2 September 
Year 10 start date:    Friday 3 September 
Year 11 start date:    Monday 6 September 
 
On the year group’s first day they will be put on a rota to have their first LFD test in school; this will be 
followed by the second test 3-5 days later.  A permanent LFD testing station will remain on site for any 
further required testing.  (Testing will only be conducted if we have a completed consent form.) 
 
 
 
 



6. Mixing and ‘bubbles’ - DfE Guidance:  
 
“At Step 4 we will no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups 
(‘bubbles’). When we proceed to Step 4, this means that bubbles will not need to be used for any summer 
provision (for example, summer schools) or in schools from the autumn term. If your school is still open 
at Step 4, you may wish to continue with these measures until the end of your summer term.  
You should make sure your outbreak management plans cover the possibility that in some local areas it 
may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period, to reduce mixing between 
groups.”  
 
Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
Since the May half term holiday and the reduction of students in school our students have been able to 
move back into specialist classrooms but have remained in year group bubbles.  Students’ timetables for 
September will indicate that students will move around the school so that they can access specialist 
classrooms.  We will, however, be having separate year group lunch and breaks times apart from Sixth 
Form).  We will also be asking students who do not come to school on the bus to continue to use the 
year group gates: Year 9 front gate, Y10 tennis court gate, Year 11 back gate.  Sixth Form can enter 
through any gate.  Year 9 who travel by bus can also use the back gate.  
 
Different year groups will be able to mix; there will be no need to maintain year group bubbles and this 
will apply to extracurricular activities and school trips. 
 
We will adapt school organisation if the outbreak management plan needs to be employed. 
 
 
7. Remote education - DfE Guidance:  
 
“Not all people with COVID-19 have symptoms. Where appropriate, you should support those who need 
to self-isolate because they have tested positive to work or learn from home if they are well enough to do 
so. Schools subject to the remote education temporary continuity direction are required to provide 
remote education to pupils covered by the direction where their attendance would be contrary to 
government guidance or legislation around COVID-19.  
You should maintain your capacity to deliver high quality remote education for next academic year”  
 
Alleyne’s Academy Response:  
 
We will be continuing with our remote learning offer via the school website and email contact with 
teachers in September.  This will be in place and training and support will be provided for students, 
parents and carers if required.  
 
 
8. Educational visits - DfE Guidance:  
 
“We continue to recommend you do not go on any international visits before the start of the autumn 
term. From the start of the new school term, you can go on international visits that have previously been 
deferred or postponed and organise new international visits for the future.”  
 



Alleynes Academy Response:  
 
We are arranging a full curriculum of external visits and extra-curricular activities in readiness for next 
year.  All pupils will have access to a range of these and we are looking forward to redeveloping this area 
of the Academy that were a renowned for.  
 
 
 
I appreciate this is a lot of information to process but at the same time it does seem that we will be 
getting back to normal and large groups of students having to self isolate will be a distant memory.  We 
will, of course, continue with hygiene measures in school i.e. regular cleaning and sanitisation.  There 
will be an outbreak management plan in place in case there is a local outbreak or changes in the DfE 
directives which may mean we will have to re-introduce current safety measures.  Fingers crossed this 
will not be needed.  I will continue to provide you with information over the summer and at the start of 
the new academic year.   
 
 
 
Kindest regards  
 
 
Karen Lockett 
 
 
 
 
KEY Dates 
 
Start of Autumn Term Dates 
 
Year 9:  Thursday 2 September (8.45am start; enter by front gate unless on a bus) 
 
Year 12&13: Thursday 2 September (8.45am start; enter by any gate) 
 
Year 10: Friday 3 September (8.45am start; enter by tennis court Gate) 
 
Year 11: Monday 6 September (8.45am start; enter by back gate) 
 

 


