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12 July 2021 
 
 
Dear Year 8 Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
 
I am very much looking forward to September and welcoming our new Year 9 to the school.  I am so 
sorry that students have not been able to visit the school in person but hopefully the videos and 
information we have sent to you have helped to give a flavour of what to expect. 
 
 
I just wanted to take the opportunity to remind you of a few things and hopefully give some information 
that will help Year 9 students settle in quickly. 
 
 
First Day 
 

 Year 9 will start at Alleyne’s on Thursday 2 September. 

 Year 9 students need to use the front gate on Oulton Road; staff will be there to welcome you. 

 Year 9 students that come on the bus are welcome to enter the school site through the back 
gates; again staff will be there to welcome you. 

 Period 1 starts at 8.50am which means that you have to be coming through the gates at the very 
latest 8.45am.  A warning buzzer will sound. 

 For the first day you will be with your form tutor for the first hour.  You, of course, will not know 
where your classroom is.  All of Year 9 to meet on the school field.  We will line you up in tutor 
groups and your form tutor will take you to your classroom.  (Students make sure you know 
what tutor group you are in.) 

 Once you are with your tutor you will be given a tour of the school and your tutor will go 
through your timetables with you. 

 Period 2 -5 will be normal lessons on your timetable. 

 We operate a two week timetable and the first week will be week A and the second week will be 
week B and so on. 

 School finishes for lessons at 3.10pm.  Year 9 leave school through the front gate unless you are 
catching a bus which means you can go through the back gates where the buses park.  Try to 
remember the number of your bus and where it has dropped you off in the morning.  Don’t 
forget you bus pass. 

 After the first week we will be able to give you information about after school clubs and 
activities. 



 Obviously if there are any changes to the Year 9 start date because of Government 
announcements regarding COVID testing I will let you know as soon as possible. 

 Do not worry about your PE kit on the first day you will not need it even if you have it on your 
timetable.  Your teachers will tell you more about your first PE lesson. 

 You will be given a planner by your form tutor; make sure you copy or stick your timetable into 
your planner as you will not be able to use your phones to check your timetable in school. 
 
 

Equipment 
 

 School Bag 

 Pencil case containing at least:  pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, calculator, highlighter pen, compasses.  
We will require all students to have a scientific calculator once term begins; if you can’t get hold 
of one don’t worry you can purchase them through school. 

 Water bottle 

 Snacks for break 

 Packed lunch if relevant 

 Once you have been given your exercise books you will need to bring them with you when 
required in your bag as well as your PE kit when required. 

 Dinner money can be loaded on the system before the start of term - parents/carers have 
already received information on how to do this.  Do not worry if there is a blip we will make sure 
all students have lunch during these first few days. 

 Any parents/carers who think their child is entitled to free school meals make sure you have 
registered.  There is a link to the form that needs to be completed if you haven’t already done so 
on our website under the parent tab: https://www.alleynesacademy.co.uk/index.php?p=37.   

 
 
School Uniform for September 2021 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to again remind parents/carers and students of our expectation 
regarding school uniform in readiness for the new academic year.  The school uniform is as follows: 

 Black Blazer – with the school badge 

 Black school style trousers or 

 Black skirt with the school name on the waistband 

 White shirt 

 School clip on tie in House colours 

 Solid black shoes:  no heeled shoes or boots, trainers or pumps. No noticeable logos at all. 
 
We would also like to ensure that parents/carers are aware that we do not allow students to have: 

 Visible facial piercings, this includes nose piercings 

 Large earrings 

 Acrylic finger nail extensions 

 Hair dyed a non-natural colour 

 Non-uniform items of clothing such as sweatshirts and hoodies (these will be confiscated) 

 Mobile devices including mobile phones and earphones – students can have these items in their 
bag but must not be used throughout the day. 
 

https://www.alleynesacademy.co.uk/index.php?p=37


If you are unsure that an item of uniform is acceptable or you would like to raise a concern please do 
not hesitate to contact your child’s Head of Progress and Support, Mrs Broadist.  Alternatively, there is 
more detailed information on the school website 
(https://www.alleynesacademy.co.uk/index.php?p=31). 
 
 
COVID 19 
 
I will update you over the summer holidays if there is anything that changes because of COVID 
restrictions.  It is in everyone’s best interest, regardless of COVID that everyone washes or sanitises 
hands regularly. 

 
 

Mobile Phones 
 
Students are not permitted to use mobile phones anywhere on school site.  I realise many of you will 
have a mobile phone and will want to use it perhaps coming to or going home from school.  Mobile 
phones during the school day must be in your bags and switched off.  They are your responsibility.  If a 
member of staff sees your mobile phone it will be confiscated.  See our mobile phone policy on the 
website for more information. 
 
 
Behaviour 
 
Of course I expect impeccable behaviour at all times.  Every lesson your attitude toward learning (ATL) 
will be graded 1-4 and at the end of the week your Head of Progress and Support, Mrs Broadist, will look 
at this.  You need to be aiming for all 2s and 1s which means Good and Outstanding ATL.  Around the 
school you must conduct yourself in a mature manner.  All of our year groups, apart from the sixth form, 
have separate times for break and lunch.  The only areas of the school you are allowed in during break 
and lunch are the dining room, field and/or tennis court.  Students cannot roam around inside of school 
because other year groups are in lessons.  Wet breaks are spent in the dining room.  There are toilets in 
the dining room that you can use as well as some others around the school that you will be shown.  
Students must follow a member of staff’s instructions immediately.  We will be telling students to do 
something either for their own wellbeing or the wellbeing of others. 
 
We do have some sanction mechanisms in place such as departmental detentions and SLT detentions at 
break, lunch and after school as well as ACREM which is internal academic remove but I hope that no 
one in Year 9 will need to receive a sanction.  Students will also be given PAUSE marks for poor 
punctuality, attendance, uniform or lack of equipment.  An accumulation of PAUSE marks will lead to a 
detention and contact with parents/carers.  Look at our behaviour policy on the website for more 
information. 
 
 
  

https://www.alleynesacademy.co.uk/index.php?p=31


Punctuality and Attendance 
 
Both punctuality to school/lessons and attendance to school are absolutely vital to a student’s success.  
Not only is there a clear link between attendance and GCSE grades achieved, we are also trying to 
encourage employability skills.  Students who are late will receive PAUSE marks that may lead to 
detentions.   
Please do not book any holidays during term time as they will not be authorised other than in extremely 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
 
The main thing is you work hard, try your best and that you are polite and helpful to peers and members 
of staff.  This way you will get the best out of your time at Alleyne’s. 
 
 
Any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me using k.lockett@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk  and 
either I will respond or direct you to someone who can. 
 
 
Have a brilliant summer holiday and we look forward to your new and highly successful journey at 
Alleyne’s. 
 
 
Kindest regards  
 
 
Karen Lockett 
 
 
 
 
KEY Dates 
 
Start of Autumn Term Dates 
 
Year 9:  Thursday 2 September (8.45am start; enter by front gate unless on a bus) 
 
Year 12&13: Thursday 2 September (8.45am start; enter by any gate) 
 
Year 10: Friday 3 September (8.45am start; enter by tennis court gate) 
 
Year 11: Monday 6 September (8.45am start; enter by back gate) 
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