
 

Subject Curriculum Map: Psychology Year 12 - 2022-2023 

Exam Board & Assessment Method: AQA A Level 

 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how 

they relate to each other.  They will develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific 

methods.  Also students will develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills.  It will 

encourage an interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with the 

subject.  Finally, to understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of 

the economy and society. 

 

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 12 students cover 7 topics across the year, starting with the 2 core topics (Approaches 

and Research Methods) that are central to understanding throughout the topics.  These topics being split between two teachers.  

Students have 9 lessons of Psychology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent learning tasks that are complete outside 

of lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as opportunities to practice assessment 

questions.  Teachers use different teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout including :- flipped learning 

preparation tasks, group work leading to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, presentations etc.  Students are also 

offered the opportunity to taste Psychology in Action with a visit to external venues / speakers. 

 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets.  This will mean they are able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will move on 

Year 13 and made the transition to A Level study.  They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and fundamental British values to 

ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 

 

 

 



 

Year 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Approaches 
(Behaviourism, 
SLT, Cognitive, 
Biological) 
 
Research Methods 
(Aims, Hypothesis, 
Experimental 
Method) 

 
 

Approaches 
(Humanism, 
Psychodynamic) 
Biopsychology 
(Nervous system, 
synaptic 
transmission, 
endocrine system, 
fight or flight) 
 
 
Research Methods 
(Observation, Self-
Report methods, 
Other methods, 
Data Analysis and 
Presentation, 
Economy, Peer 
Review) 

 

Biopsychology 
(Localisation, 
lateralisation, 
plasticity of the 
brain, ways of 
studying the brain) 
 
Social Influence 
(Types of 
conformity, Asch, 
Zimbardo, why do 
people conform) 

Attachment  
(Caregiver infant 
interactions, 
stages of 
attachment, 
animal studies, 
learning, Bowlby, 
cross cultural 
research) 
 
Social Influence 
(Obedience, why 
do people obey, 
minority influence, 
social influence 
and social change) 
 
Memory (capacity, 
encoding and 
duration of 
memory, Multi 
Store model of 
Memory) 

Attachment 
(Ainsworth Strange 
Situation, 
Institutionalisation, 
Maternal 
Deprivation, Long 
Term Effects) 
Psychopathology 
(Definitions of 
abnormality, 
Phobias – 
explanation and 
treatment) 
 
Memory (Working 
Memory Model, 
Types of LTM, 
Forgetting, Eye 
Witness Testimony 
and the Cognitive 
Interview) 

Psychopathology 
(Depression – 
explanation and 
treatment, OCD – 
explanation and 
treatment) 
 
 
RM Project 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Operant and 
classical 
conditioning 
(Behaviourism), 
Observation, 
imitation, 
mediational 
processes, vicarious 
reinforcement, 
identification (SLT), 
Computer and 
theoretical models, 
schema, 

Hierarchy of Needs, 
Free Will, 
Congruence, 
Conditions of Worth, 
(Humanism) 
Unconscious, 
Defence 
mechanisms, 
Psychosexual stages, 
structure of 
personality 
(Psychodynamic) 
 

Biopsychology 
(Localisation, 
auditory, visual, 
somatosensory, 
occipital, Wernicke, 
Broca, lateralisation, 
split-brain research, 
plasticity, functional 
recovery, stem cell, 
ways of studying the 
brain – fMRI, EEG, 
ERP, Post mortem) 
 

Secure, Insecure 
avoidant / resistant, 
institutionalisation 
Reciprocity, 
Interactional 
Synchrony, 
Discriminate, 
Indiscriminate, 
Multiple 
attachments, 
imprinting, classical 
and operant 

Statistical 
infrequency, 
Deviation from ideal, 
Social norms, Failure 
to function 
Phobias (Classical 
and Operant 
conditioning)  
Systematic 
desensitisation, 
Flooding 
 
 

Depression 
(negative schema, 
ABC model, CBT) 
OCD (SERT/COMT 
genes, serotonin, 
dopamine levels, 
neuroanatomy – 
caudate nucleus 
drug treatment) 
 
 



 

neuroscience 
(Cognitive), genes, 
neurotransmitters, 
hormones, 
evolution, 
neuroanatomy 
(Biological) 
 
Research Methods – 
The Experimental 
Method, Variables 
IV, DV, Extraneous 
and Confounding 
variables, Aims, 
Hypothesis, Control, 
Realism, Laboratory, 
Field, Natural and 
Quasi Experiments, 
Reliability, Validity, 
Investigator effects, 
Demand 
characteristics, Pilot 
Study, Sampling, 
Ethics and solutions) 

Central and 
Peripheral Nervous 
System, Motor, 
Sensory and Relay 
neurons, Synaptic 
transmission, 
Adrenaline in fight 
or flight 
 
Observation – types, 
categories, design, 
Self report, 
questionnaires, 
interviews, Meta 
Analysis, Case study, 
Correlation, Content 
Analysis, Measures 
of central tendency, 
mean, median, 
mode, measures of 
dispersion, range, 
standard deviation, 
presentation of 
data, bar charts, line 
graphs, 
scattergrams, Peer 
Review, Psychology 
and the Economy 
 
 

 
 
Social Influence – 
internalisation, 
identification, 
compliance, group 
size, unanimity, task 
difficulty, Asch, 
Zimbrado, social 
roles, locus of 
control, social 
support 

conditioning (drive 
reduction) 
Evolutionary – 
critical period, social 
releasers, sensitivity 
of care, continuity 
hypothesis, internal 
working model 
Cross cultural 
research 
 
Obedience – 
Milgram, uniform, 
proximity, location, 
agentic shift, 
legitimacy of 
authority, 
Authoritarian 
Personality  Minority 
Moscovici, 
consistency, 
commitment, 
flexibility, 
augmentation 
principle, snowball 
effect 
 
Memory – MSM – 
sensory, STM, LTM, 
capacity, encoding, 
duration, WMM – 
central executive, 
visuospatial 
sketchpad, 
articulatory store, 
phonological loop, 
episodic buffer 
LTM – semantic, 
episodic, procedural 
 

Eye Witness 
Testimony 
(misleading 
information, leading 
questions, anxiety, 
Cognitive Interview, 
recall everything, 
change perspective, 
change order, 
reinstatement of 
mental context) 
 
Revision 

Demonstration of 
synoptic knowledge 
of year 1.  



 

 
 
 

Subject specific skills Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Methodology  
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

1.SMSC Moral – ethical 
issues in the 
studying of human 
behaviour 
 

Social – working in 
groups in Methods 
practicals / 
implication for 
economy of 
psychological 
findings 
Cultural – bias of 
Psychodynamic 
approach, Western 
concepts in 
Humanism 

Social – study of 
individuals within 
groups – conformity, 
obedience 
Moral – concerning 
the issue of parent 
/infant interactions 
Cultural – variations 
in attachment / child 
rearing experiences 

Social – implications 
for obedience 
 

Moral – link to 
miscarriages of 
justice on poor EWT 
Cultural – with 
regard to mental 
disorders / 
definitions of mental 
health 

Moral – ethical 
issues with offender 
profiling 
Cultural – 
measuring crime 

2.Skills For life Independence – the 
promotion of the 
Independent 
Learning S of W 
Resilience – with the 
first assessment at a 
new level 
developing a growth 
mindset 

Teamwork – group 
work in Methods 
practicals 
Empathy - in the 
counselling 
approach for 
Humanism 
Creativity – in 
Methods practicals 

Resilience – in 
response to first set 
of Progression 
Exams 
Communication – 
written 
communication in 
essay focus, verbal 

Empathy – for 
others from actions 
taken 
Independence – the 
ability to resist 
conformity / 
obedience 

Empathy – for those 
with mental 
disorders 
Independence 
Leadership 
Creativity 
Resilience 
Problem Solving 
Communication 

Teamwork 
Empathy 
Independence 
Leadership 
Creativity 
Resilience 
Problem Solving 
Communication 
Literacy 



 

Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
 

Problem Solving – in 
Methods practicals 
Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
Numeracy – 
measures of central 
tendency, 
dispersion, ways of 
presenting data 

communication in 
feedback 
Literacy – key terms 
of the subject 
 

Leadership – and the 
responsibilities to 
others 
Literacy – key terms 
of the subject 
 

Literacy 
Numeracy 

Numeracy 

3.FBV Mutual respect – 
promotion via 
induction of respect 
for different views 
Tolerance – of 
alternative views 

Individual Liberty – 
linked to notions of 
free will in 
Humanism 
 

Tolerance  - of 
different child 
rearing practices 

Democracy – social 
influence and social 
change 
 

Rule of Law – and 
the influence of EWT 
in criminal justice 
system 
 

Mutual respect – 
Understanding of 
different mental 
health conditions. 
 

Stretch & challenge       

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Dec – 2 hour Mock 
exam on 
Approaches, 
Biopsychology, 
Research Methods 
(Paper 2) 

   June – 2 x 1 ½ hour 
papers  
Paper 1 – Social 
Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Paper 2 
– Approaches inc 
Biopsychology, RM, 
Psychopathology 

Special events Meet previous Y13 
students as positive 
role models of 
success 

     

Visits/extra curricular      Trip to London 
(Bedlam, Natural 
History Museum – 
The Mind, Freud 
Museum, Jack the 
Ripper, Places of 
cultural interest) 

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 



 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate eg 
Approaches – 
Michael Mosley 
(History of the Brain 
for Approaches, 
Biopsychology) 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate eg 
Approaches – 
Michael Mosley 
(History of the Brain 
for Approaches, 
Biopsychology) 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate eg 
Social Influence – 
Derren Brown – The 
Push, The Stanford 
Prison Experiment 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate eg 
Milgram – original 
footage 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
 

consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate eg The 
Railway Rapist 
documentary for 
Offender Profiling 

 

 


