
 

Subject Curriculum Map: Psychology Year 13 - 2022-2023 

Exam Board & Assessment Method: AQA – 3 x 2 hour exams  

 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how 

they relate to each other.  They will develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific 

methods.  Also students will develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills.  It will 

encourage an interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with the 

subject.  Finally, to understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of 

the economy and society. 

 

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 12 students cover 7 topics across the year, starting with the 2 core topics (Approaches 

and Research Methods) that are central to understanding throughout the topics.  These topics being split between two teachers.  

Students have 9 lessons of Psychology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent learning tasks that are complete outside 

of lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as opportunities to practice assessment 

questions.  Teachers use different teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout including :- flipped learning 

preparation tasks, group work leading to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, presentations etc.  Students are also 

offered the opportunity to taste Psychology in Action with a visit to external venues / speakers. 

 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets.  This will mean they are able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will move on to 

appropriate level education or apprenticeships.  They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and fundamental British values to 

ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 

 

 

 



 

Year 13 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Biopsychology  
Biopsychology 
(Localisation, 
lateralisation, 
plasticity of the 
brain, ways of 
studying the brain) 

Schizophrenia 
(Classification, 
Reliability/Validity, 
Explanations) 
 
Forensics 
(Explanations of 
Offending 
Behaviour) 
 
 

Schizophrenia 
(Treatments, An 
Interactionist 
Approach) 
 
Forensics 
(Dealing with 
offending 
behaviour) 

Research Methods 
(Methods, 
Reliability/Validity, 
Science, Statistical 
Tests) 
 
Relationships 
(Theories) 

Issues and 
Debates (Bias, 
Debates, Ethics) 
Revision 
 
Relationships 
(Breakdown 
models, virtual 
and parasocial 
relationships) 
Revision 
 

Revision 
 
Revision 

 
 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Biopsychology 
(Localisation, 
auditory, visual, 
somatosensory, 
occipital, 
Wernicke, Broca, 
lateralisation, 
split-brain 
research, 
plasticity, 
functional 
recovery, stem 
cell, ways of 
studying the brain 
– fMRI, EEG, ERP, 

Schizophrenia 
(Drug therapy, 
CBT, family 
therapy, token 
economy, 
interactionist 
(diathesis-stress 
model) 
 
Forensics 
(Custodial 
sentencing, 
recidivism, 
token economy, 
anger 

Research Methods 
(Content Analysis, 
Case Studies, 
Reliability, 
Validity, Science, 
Statistical Tests, 
ordinal, 
parametric, 
nominal, 
independent 
groups, repeated 
measures, 
correlation, 
difference) 
 

Issues and 
Debates 
(Gender/Culture 
bias, free will, 
determinism, 
nature, nurture, 
holism, 
reductionism, 
idiographic, 
nomothetic, 
ethical, socially 
sensitive 
research) 
 

Revision 
 
Revision 

 
 



 

Post 
mortem)Rhythms 
(Circadian, 
Ultradian, 
Infradian, 
Endogenous 
Pacemakers, 
Exogenous 
zeitgebers) 

Schizophrenia 
(Hallucinations, 
delusions, 
disorganised 
speech and 
behaviour, 
affective 
flattening, 
avolition, speech 
poverty, 
anhedonia) 
(Reliability, 
cultural, Validity, 
gender, symptom 
overlap, co-
morbidity) 
Explanations 
Biological, 
Genetic, Neural 
correlaties, 
Psychological, 
family 
dysfunction, 
double bind, 

management, 
restorative 
justice) 
 
 

Relationships 
(evolutionary, 
physical 
attractiveness, self 
disclosure, filter 
theory, social 
exchange, 
investment model 
of relationships) 

Relationships 
(Relationship 
breakdown, 
virtual 
relationships in 
social media, 
parasocial 
relationships) 
 



 

expressed 
emotion, 
cognitive, 
delusions, 
hallucinations) 
 
Forensics 
(Biological, 
Atavism, Genetic, 
Neural, 
Personality, 
Cognitive 
distortion, moral 
reasoning, 
differential 
association, 
maternal 
deprivation, 
superego,) 

Subject specific skills Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology Analysis 
and Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – 
key terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a 
definitive justified 
conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology Analysis 
and Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a definitive 
justified conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – 
key terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a 
definitive justified 
conclusion 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – 
key terms, use of 
evidence 
Application – to 
specific cases, real 
world application – 
use of science 
Methodology 
Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Analysis and 
Evaluation (specific 
and wider) 
Reaching a 
definitive justified 
conclusion 

 
 



 

1.SMSC Moral – concepts of 
moral reasoning in 
Forensics 
Cultural  - bias of 
schizophrenia 
definition 
 

Social – working in 
groups for 
treatments of 
schizophrenia 
Moral – ethical 
dilemmas in 
treatment of 
offenders  

Social – study of 
relationships as a 
form of social 
exchange 
Cultural – variations 
in relationship 
formation 

Moral – ethical 
implications of 
socially sensitive 
research 
 

As throughout the 
Year in Revision of 
the material 

 

2.Skills For life Independence – the 
promotion of the 
Independent Learning 
S of W 
Resilience – with the 
first assessment at a 
new level developing 
a growth mindset 
Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
 

Teamwork – group 
work on treatments 
of schizophrenia 
Empathy - in the 
counselling 
approach for 
Humanism 
Creativity – in 
Methods practicals 
Problem Solving – 
in Methods 
practicals 
Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
Numeracy – 
measures of central 
tendency, 
dispersion, ways of 
presenting data 

Resilience – in 
response to first set of 
Progression Exams 
Communication – 
written 
communication in 
essay focus, verbal 
communication in 
feedback 
Literacy – key terms 
of the subject 
 

Empathy – for 
others from actions 
taken 
Independence – the 
ability to resist 
conformity / 
obedience 
Leadership – and 
the responsibilities 
to others 
Literacy – key terms 
of the subject 
 

As throughout the 
Year in Revision of 
the material 

 

3.FBV Mutual respect – 
promotion via 
induction of respect 
for different views 
Tolerance – of 
alternative views 

Individual Liberty – 
linked to notions of 
free will in 
Humanism 
 

Tolerance  - of 
different child rearing 
practices 

Democracy – social 
influence and social 
change 
 

Rule of Law – and 
the influence of 
EWT in criminal 
justice system 
 

 

Stretch & challenge Russell Group focus 
with students who 
have attended such 
institutions 

 Targeted revision for 
A/A* students 

   



 

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Dec – 2 x 2 hour 
Mock exams on  

 Mock exams – 2 x 2 
hour exams 

May / June – 3 x 2 
hour exams 

 

Special events Meet previous Y13 
students as positive 
role models of success 

     

Visits/extra curricular    Tutor 2 U Revision 
Conference  

  

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Independent Learning 
Scheme of Learning 
per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic 
to supplement 
lesson materials 
with consolidation 
and application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use 
as and when 
appropriate  

Independent Learning 
Scheme of Learning 
per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic 
to supplement 
lesson materials 
with consolidation 
and application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic 
to supplement 
lesson materials 
with consolidation 
and application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
 

 

 

 


