
 

Subject Curriculum Map: Sociology Year 12 - 2022-2023 

Exam Board & Assessment Method: AQA – 3 x 2 hour exams  

 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary social processes and 

social changes.  For students to appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual issues in sociological debate.  Students should 

understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research methods through active involvement in the research 

process.  Also to develop skills that enable individuals to focus on their personal identity, roles and responsibilities within society.  Finally, 

to develop a lifelong interest in social issues. 

 

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 12 students cover 3 topics across the year, starting with the 2 topics that have a 

primary influence on individuals in society (Families and Households and Education).  These topics being split between two teachers.  

Students have 9 lessons of Sociology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent learning tasks that are complete outside of 

lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as opportunities to practice assessment questions.  

Teachers use different teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout including :- flipped learning preparation 

tasks, group work leading to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, presentations etc.  Students are also offered the 

opportunity to taste Sociology in Action with a visit to external venues / speakers. 

 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets.  This will mean they are able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will move on 

Year 13 and made the transition to A Level study.  They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and fundamental British values to 

ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Families and 
Households -  
Theories of the 
Family, Changing 
Family Patterns, 
Couples, 
Modernism and 
the Family 
 
Education 
Theories of 
Education, Social 
Class and 
Achievement 

Families and 
Households – 
Family and Social 
Policy, 
Demography, 
Childhood 
 
Education – 
Ethnicity and 
Achievement 
Gender and 
Achievement 

Research Methods 
– Choosing a 
Research Method, 
Experiments, 
Questionnaires 
 
 
Education – 
Educational Policy  

Research Methods 
– Interviews, 
Participant 
observation, 
Secondary sources 
 
 
Methods in 
Context – 
Application of 
Methods to 
different 
educational issues 

Revision 
 
Revision 

Beliefs in Society – 
Theories of 
Religion 
 
Crime and 
Deviance – 
Theories of Crime  

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Functionalism 
(Nuclear Family, 
Socialisation, 
Economic Provision, 
Reproduction, 
Satisfaction of Sex 
Drive, Stabilisation 
of Adult Personality) 
Marxism 
(Inheritance of 
Property, Ideology, 
Unit of 
Consumption) 
Feminism (Liberal, 
Marxist, Radical – 
Patriarchy, 
Difference) 
Changing Patterns 
(Divorce, Marriage, 
remarriage, 
cohabitation, same 
sex couples, lone 
parents, 

Family and Social 
Policy (Golden Age 
Functionalism, 
Social Democratic 
influences – 
redistribution of 
wealth, New Right, 
Conservative, New 
Labour) Feminism, 
Marxism 
Demography (Birth 
rates, death rates, 
migration) 
Childhood (social 
construction, 
Western notions, 
march of progress, 
toxic childhood, 
conflict, age 
patriarchy) 
 
Ethnicity (cultural 
deprivation, material 

Choosing a Research 
Methods (Primary, 
Secondary data, 
Quantitative, 
Qualitative data, 
Practical, Ethical, 
Theoretical 
(Positivism / 
Interprtivism, 
Validitiy, Reliability, 
Representativeness, 
Aim, Hypothesis, 
Pilot Study, 
Sampling), 
Experiments 
(Laboratory, 
Reliability, Practical, 
Ethical, The 
Hawthorne Effect, 
Free Will, Field, 
Comparative), 
Questionnaires 
(Practical, 

Interviews 
(Structured, 
Unstructured, 
Group, Practical, 
Response rate, 
reliability, validity, 
inflexibility, rapport, 
quantification, bias, 
artificiality, 
inequality, ethical) 
Observation (Non-
participant, 
participant, overt, 
covert, practical, 
ethical, validity, 
insight, flexibility, 
representativeness, 
reliability, bias) 
Secondary sources 
(Official statistics, 
practical, 
representativeness, 

Contingency for 
content, revisiting 
themes from 
Families and 
Households section, 
Research Methods 
focusing on links 
between topics and 
holistic approach to 
issues 
 
Contingency for 
content, revisiting 
Education section, 
focusing on links 
between topics and 
holistic approach 
Methods in Context 
via application of 
methods to 
educational issues 
 

Beliefs (Substantive, 
Functional and 
Constructionist 
definitions, 
Functionalism, 
collective 
conscience, 
cognitive, 
psychological, values 
and meaning, civil 
religion, Marxism, 
Ideology, 
Alienation, 
Feminism, 
Patriarchy, religious 
feminism) 
 
Functionalism 
(boundary 
maintenance, 
adaptation and 
change, safety valve, 
warning light), Strain 



 

reconstituted 
families) Couples 
(division of labour, 
symmetrical family, 
conjugal roles, 
march of progress, 
patriarchy, dual 
burden, triple shift, 
decision making, 
domestic violence) 
Personal Life 
Perspective, 
Postmodernism – 
diversity, 
Functionalism – neo 
conventional family) 
 
Functionalism (Social 
solidarity, 
socialisation, 
meritocracy, role 
allocation) 
Marxism 
(reproduction of 
class inequality, 
ideology, hidden 
curriculum, 
correspondence 
principle) 
Social Class (class 
inequality, cultural 
deprivation, material 
deprivation, cultural 
capital, labelling and 
self-fulfilling 
prophecy, 
subcultures, pupil 
identities, 
marketisation and 
selection) 

deprivation, racism 
in wider society, 
teacher labelling, 
subcultures, 
institutional racism, 
ethnocentric 
curriculum) 
Gender (feminism, 
family changes, 
employment, 
ambition, literacy, 
globalisation, equal 
opportunities, role 
models, teacher 
labelling, 
subcultures, 
marketisation, 
feminisation) 
Subject choice (peer 
pressure, 
socialisation, 
gendered 
careers/subjects) 
Identity (hegemonic 
masculinity, verbal 
abuse, double 
standards, laddish 
subcultures, 
discipline)  

Reliability, 
Hypothesis testing, 
objectivity, 
Representativeness, 
Ethical, response 
rate, inflexibility, 
detachment, 
imposing meaning) 
 
(Tripartite, 
Comprehensives, 
Social Democratic, 
New Right, 
marketisation, 
parentocracy, 
OFSTED, league 
tables, New Labour 
– social democratic 
– compensatory 
education, 
Neoliberal - 
privatisation 
 

reliability, validity, 
documents, public, 
personal, historical, 
authenticity, 
credibility, 
representativeness, 
content analysis) 
 
Application – 
Methods in Context 
(Research 
Characteristics – 
pupils, power and 
status, ability, 
vulnerability, 
ethical, laws, 
teachers, power and 
status, impression 
management, 
classrooms, 
gatekeepers, peer 
groups, schools, 
data, law, 
gatekeepers, 
organisation, 
parents, access) 
 
Range of issues and 
methods to apply 
knowledge to given 
context 

theory, structural 
and cultural, status 
frustration, 
subcultures) 
Interactionism 
(Social 
constructionist, 
negotiated justice, 
labelling, deviance 
amplification spiral, 
reintegrative 
shaming) Marxism 
(Criminogenic 
capitalism, selective 
enforcement, 
ideology, Neo 
Marxism, crimes of 
the powerful) 
 



 

Subject specific skills AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence  
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence • 
AO2: Apply 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence to a 
range of issues • 
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence • 
sociological 
research methods 
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence • 
sociological 
research methods 
AO2 – Apply 
sociological 
research methods 
to a range of 
issues 
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence • 
sociological 
research methods 
AO2 – Apply 
sociological 
research methods 
to a range of 
issues 
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

AO1: Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: • 
sociological 
theories, concepts 
and evidence  
AO3: Analyse and 
evaluate 
sociological 
theories, concepts, 
evidence and 
research methods 
in order to: • 
present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw 
conclusions. 

1.SMSC Social – an 
awareness of social 
theories and issues 
such as family 
change, educational 
achievement 
Cultural – 
appreciating cultural 
diversity with 
regarding to family 
structure 

Cultural – different 
ethnic groups and 
educational 
achievement 

Moral – to develop 
an appreciation of 
the ethical 
implications of 
research 
Social – to 
appreciate the social 
environment and 
policies that help 
shape it 
 

Moral – to develop 
an appreciation of 
the ethical 
implications of 
research 
 

Drawing on SMSC 
from throughout the 
year 
 

Spiritual – what is 
religion – different 
definitions 
Cultural – 
considering how 
religion and crime 
may vary according 
to cultural 
expectations 

2.Skills For life Independence – 
introduction of the 
importance of 
independent 
learning and its 
completion  

Empathy – for 
different reasons for 
educational 
underachievement, 
family change 

Teamwork – group 
RM task 
Creativity – to 
develop an approach 
to studying an issue 
of their choice 

Teamwork – group 
RM task 
Creativity – to 
produce original and 
creative research 

Teamwork – in 
revision 
Empathy – for needs 
of others 
Independence – in 
revision 

Independence – 
setting and 
completion of 
independent work 
over Summer 



 

Resilience – as a 
response to first 
assessment at a 
higher level 
encouraging a 
growth mindset with 
regard to feedback 
Literacy – key 
terminology of the 
subject 
Numeracy – 
statistics and trends 
in educational 
achievement, 
changing family 
patterns and trends 

Communication – 
ability to develop 
written 
communication in 
the form of essays 
Literacy – key words 
of the subject 
Numeracy – trends 
in births, deaths, 
migration 

Problem Solving – to 
adapt their approach 
to solve problems as 
they occur 
Communication – 
verbal 
communication and 
presentation of 
findings 
Literacy – use of key 
words of the subject 
Numeracy – results 
from the research 

ideas for methods in 
context scenarios 
 

Leadership – to lead 
others in revision 
Creativity – use of 
alternative revision 
methods tailored to 
individual 

Communication – to 
be effective in 
explanation of given 
theories to rest of 
group 
 

3.FBV Mutual respect – of 
each other within 
the classroom 
environment 
Tolerance – of 
different views on 
sociological issues 
that may be 
sensitive eg family 
structure, 
educational 
underachievement 

Rule of Law – with 
regard to childhood 
and protection of 
Individual Liberty – 
social 
constructionism 
 

Democracy – Social 
Policy as a result of 
political democratic 
process 
 

Tolerance – of 
different positions 
and subjects of 
research 

Democracy 
Rule of Law 
Individual Liberty 
Mutual respect 
Tolerance 
(In revision) 

Rule of Law – 
criminal law 
 

Stretch & challenge Early University 
focus on different 
courses / institutions 

     

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Dec – 2 hour Mock 
exam (Education and 
Family to date)  

   June – 2 x 1 ½ hours 
(Families and 
Research Methods, 
Education with 
Methods in Context) 

Special events Meet previous Y13 
students as positive 
role models  

     



 

Visits/extra curricular  Sociology 
Masterclass- 
University of 
Birmingham 

   Trip to London (Karl 
Marx Walking Tour, 
Suffragettes, Jack 
the Ripper, Places of 
cultural interest) 

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 

 

 


