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News from our Staff at Alleyne’s Academy 
July 2020 

Expressive Arts Faculty 

Art 

Once again, our students, throughout all year groups, have completed some excellent portfolio art 

work, including exam work which commenced at the start of January and continued until lockdown.  

We anticipate another strong set of results this year, albeit, through the unique Centre Assessed 

Grading system. 

Here is a selection of some of our pupil’s recent work. 

 

A group of Sixth Form artists and Gifted and Talented lower school pupils enjoyed an informative trip 

to Liverpool, whereby they attended Liverpool Tate and The Walker Gallery. 

Here, they completed worksheets and tasks that added to their understanding and enjoyment whilst 

in the galleries.  They were able to return to school with new ideas and inspiration, for their GCSE and 

‘A’ Level projects. 

 

In December, ex-pupil and artist, Eve Thomas, worked with us as an artist in residence, helping Year 9 

pupils to develop two installation pieces for the Stone Advent Windows initiative. 

The back lit Christmas scenes, layered and cut out by hand were both very successful and well received 

by the local community. 
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After school and lunchtime art clubs have continued to be very popular and pupils are, under normal 

circumstances, able to use these in the development of their skills, technique and extension of 

portfolio work. 

Drama 

Year 9 have been working on some thought-provoking theatre in education performances which they 

were intending to perform to Year 8 students as a transition initiative before Lockdown.  

Year 10 performed some excellent devised performances based on the stimulus ‘The Seven Deadly 

Sins’.  Year 11 performed their scripted performances of John Godber’s ‘Teechers’ to an AQA examiner. 

There were some excellent skills demonstrated. 

A school trip to see ‘Woman in Black’ at The Regent Theatre, Hanley, was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

 

Woman In Black, The Regent Theatre 

Unfortunately, the annual Drama trip to London has been cancelled. This was scheduled for 3rd July, 

for two days.  

Music 

The department has gone through a transitional period, whereby, Mr Shooter joined us in December.  

We have been delighted to secure the delivery of a range of new equipment; ten keyboards, an 

electronic piano, two amps and various peripherals.  Additionally, three pianos have been repaired and 

tuned.  All of this undoubtedly enhances the quality of practical work, understanding, exam recordings 

and so on, being completed. 
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A redesign of The Dove Studio was agreed (in principal) to allow for fifteen PCs with the capacity for 

music keyboards and guitar/mic direct input, therefore, allowing musicians who cannot access score 

based software to progress their compositions. 

Peripatetic lessons will now start in September, for Years 10-13, rather than after the November half-

term.  This will improve coursework outcomes for Years 10 and 11 in particular.  

Coursework Catch-up Days were completed and proved very helpful for a selection of low ability 

students.   

We were pleased with the Year 10 performance in their March mocks and are happy, also, to report 

that a Year 9 student, who only started Double Bass in December, has been accepted by the Junior 

Royal Northern College of Music, having auditioned just before lockdown. 

Finally, Extra-curricular initiatives are in the pipeline, circumstances allowing, with a school concert, 

high on the priority list for next year.        

Business Studies/ICT Faculty – Mr S Eldershaw (Head of Faculty) 

Obviously, the lockdown arrangements have been at the forefront of everything that we’ve been doing 

recently, however I’m delighted to start off with a bit of positivity from the Young Enterprise teams.  

This year we had two teams who worked extremely hard to represent the Academy. The first team, 

Side by Side, worked on a mental health support page using augmented to reality to make them stand 

out from the crowd. The second team, Bee Bamboo, focussed on sourcing sustainable products made 

from bamboo to sell on as gifts and to help the environment. Both teams worked exceptionally well 

(given the circumstances) and carried on the competition throughout the lockdown period. Instead of 

presenting physically, both teams presented their ideas virtually to the judges. Bee Bamboo won the 

'Most Sustainable Company' award and Side by Side won the 'Journey Award' as well as 'Staffordshire 

Company of the Year 2019/2020' award, meaning the team made it through to the regional finals. It 

has been several years since Alleyne's made it to this stage of the competition, so it was a proud 

moment for all involved. Unfortunately, the team did not make it any further this year, but we are all 

extremely proud of their efforts. Miss Newnes and Mrs Spooner worked closely with both groups to 

provide advice and support and look forward to starting the process again next year. 

There is a similar picture in IT and Computer Science, led by Mr Millington and Mrs Spooner where 

Teams was already in use prior to lockdown, as I’m sure you’d expect from the perhaps the most etch-

savvy teachers and students in the school! The resources created by the IT and Comp Sci team have 

helped to ensure that internally assessed coursework can continue for all year groups (10 and 12 in 

particular) and that the theory concepts required for the external examinations are familiar to all 

students.  

Combined Design and Technology Departments – Mr P Marsh (Head of Hard 

Technology) & Mrs T Stenson (Head of Soft Technology) 

Product Design, Graphics, Engineering and Construction              

It is the final year that we will be delivering AQA Design and Technology with a Graphics specialism and 
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the Year 11 class have again created extremely professional examples of graphic design. 

Design briefs focused on promoting large public events and also sustainability. The various approaches 

which students used to address these exciting AQA design briefs was nothing less than fantastic! We 

had students look at everything from supporting the LGBT+ community, through to encouraging young 

children to grow their own fruit and vegetables to reduce supermarket packaging and the use of 

pesticides. Encouraging wildlife into the garden is seen below too – a very clever way of promoting 

sustainability through nature. 

 

The new three year curriculum has now completed its first year cycle and has meant that Year 9 

students have gained far more knowledge and understanding of their chosen technology subject and 

also developed a real love of learning. We are extremely pleased that technology continues to attract 

large numbers of students, and our Year 8 Information Evening again proved incredibly successful with 

large numbers of Year 8 students reporting an interest in choosing a design and technology subject at 

GCSE level. We currently have two classes for our new course ‘Graphic Communication’ going into Year 

10 and will have the same from September. It has been a really positive move, curriculum wise, for our 

students as this year’s mock results were fantastic and proved just how popular graphic design is with 

young people. 

The Year 11 Construction students have achieved great things with their BTEC course. Presented as a 

Level 1 course, we have seen many students exceed this level and go on to Stafford College to study 

Construction at a higher level. Mr Wilkinson has done a great job in leading this area of Technology 

and we thank him for his efforts as he now moves on to different areas of the curriculum including 

Maths. 

Alleyne’s technology students have a reputation for success and for reaching the final rounds of the 

National KMF Design Competition. We are extremely pleased to again be taking part in this prestigious 

event which this year sees students faced with the challenge of sending a capsule into space! 

Unfortunately the year’s events have meant that this project is on hold, but we anticipate that we will 

continue with the challenge just as soon as we are able. A huge thank you must go to Stafford Rotary 

Club for sponsoring us for the second year running. Without their financial commitment we would not 

be able to enjoy such events. .  

The students have worked tirelessly and independently to produce their space capsules which will film 

the journey into space and boom it back to earth so all at Alleyne’s can see and enjoy.  

All Year 10 technology students were encouraged to enter, but just eight talented students made the 
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team. The competition offers an excellent opportunity for students from Alleyne’s to showcase their 

engineering talents against other technology students from across the county and receive recognition 

for their creativity, skill and competitive edge.  

Mr. Marsh has been running weekly after-school Engineering and Graphics Clubs, assisted by Mr Steele 

(our fabulous new technician). We will continue to run similar clubs for our new Year 9, year 10 and 

Year 11 GCSE classes for both folder and practical work to help and support. 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality and Catering – Year 9, 10 and 11 

The structure of the course has been designed to support students in the development of knowledge 

and understanding related to a range of hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what 

they must consider to be successful.  

There is the opportunity to learn about: 

 Nutrition. 

 Food safety. 

 Factors that affect successful hospitality and catering operations (including environmental and 

economic issues).  

 Develop food preparation and cooking skills.  

 Transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, planning and 

communication. 

Year 9 Hospitality and Catering Area of Study 

Unit 1 The hospitality and catering industry: 

LO1 - Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate. 

LO2 - Understand how hospitality and catering provision operates. 

Year 9 have been involved in a range of activities including both academic theory and extensive 

practical tasks to develop an appreciation and enthusiasm for the subject. 

Year 9 Practical classwork 
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Extra-Curricular activities 

Year 9 students raised money for Macmillan Cancer Support during the Year 8 open evening. 

Year 9 students acted as ambassadors for the department on the Year 8 open evening – During the 

evening they produced a range of baked goods for parents and students to sample. (There was an 

option for the visitors to donate to the charity). 

The evening gave the students the opportunity to showcase their practical skills and demonstrate their 

excellent team working skills. 

Stone Food and Drink festival (independent activity) – Excellent opportunity for students to experience 

a range of food products and research new ideas for practical work. 

 

Lockdown 

During the lockdown period students have been set tasks in line with the curriculum and have also 

been asked to create their own meals - examples below. I have been amazed with the response from 

the students and very impressed with the quality and variety of meals produced. 

Year 9 Lockdown practical work 

 

 

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering Area of Study 

Year 10 students were introduced to the coursework element of the curriculum - Unit 2 Hospitality 

and Catering in Action. 

Students apply their learning to: 

 Understanding the importance of nutrition when planning menus.  

 Understanding menu planning. 

 Demonstrate how to safely prepare, cook, and present nutritional dishes.  

 Understanding personnel safety in the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 

 Understanding food safety in the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 
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Practical Curriculum – advancing skills in preparation for Year 11 practical exam. 

Practical application of skills – Advanced cooking skills including multicultural cookery and traditional 

cookery methods. 

 

 

Year Early entry exam section Unit 1: 

Pre-lockdown Year 10 students were working towards Unit I exam covering all aspects of the 

Hospitality and Catering Industry: 

 Structure of the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 

 Job requirements and working conditions in the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 

 Factors affecting the success of Hospitality and Catering providers. 

 The operation of the kitchen. 

 The operation of the front of house. 

 Meeting customer requirements. 

 Health and Safety. 

 Personal Safety. 

 Food hygiene and safety and legislation. 

 The role of Environmental Health Officers. 

 Hospitality and catering provision for specific requirements. 

Extra-Curricular 

Opportunity to all attend revision club after school in preparation for exam. 

Stone Food and Drink festival (independent activity) – Excellent opportunity for students to 

experience a range of food products and research new ideas for practical work. 

Unfortunately, due to lockdown some extra-curricular opportunities have been cancelled during this 

period: 

 Catering for fashion show. 

 In school healthy eating cooking competition. 

 Visit to school kitchen to experience professional hospitality and catering working 

environment. 

Lockdown 

During the lockdown period students have been set tasks in line with the curriculum and have also 

been asked to create their own meals - examples below. I have been amazed with the response from 

the students and very impressed with the quality and variety of meals produced. 
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Year 10 Lockdown practical work 

 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Area of study 

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action – Practical Exam November 2019  

Areas of study: 

 Plan production of dishes for a menu  

 Use techniques in preparation of commodities  

 Assure quality of commodities to be used in food preparation max mark 2M  

 Use techniques in cooking of commodities  

 Complete dishes using presentation techniques  

 Use food safety practices  

Year 11 students produced a wide range of different dishes, showcasing their practical ability, 

organisation skills, and the understanding of good nutrition. 

The students performed fantastically during the exam and I was very proud of the students and 

impressed by what they had produced under the pressure of examination conditions.  
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Unit 2 Practical exam - November 2019 – Examples of exam work 

 

Unit 1 – Theory Exam 2020 

Pre-lockdown Year 10 students were working towards Unit I exam covering all aspects of the 

Hospitality and Catering Industry: 

 Structure of the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 

 Job requirements and working conditions in the Hospitality and Catering Industry. 
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 Factors affecting the success of Hospitality and Catering providers. 

 The operation of the kitchen. 

 The operation of the front of house. 

 Meeting customer requirements. 

 Health and Safety. 

 Personal Safety. 

 Food hygiene and safety and legislation. 

 The role of Environmental Health Officers. 

 Hospitality and catering provision for specific requirements. 

Extra-Curricular 

Opportunity to all attend revision club and coursework after school in preparation for exam. 

Stone Food and Drink festival (independent activity) – Excellent opportunity for students to experience 

a range of food products and research new ideas for practical work. 

Unfortunately, due to lockdown some extra-curricular opportunities have been cancelled during this 

period: 

 Catering for fashion show. 

 Visit to school kitchen to experience professional hospitality and catering working 

environment. 

GCSE Art and Design Textiles Year 9, 10 and 11 

Overview of curriculum 

Area of Study: Fashion design  

 The design and creation of clothing and fashion for creative and commercial audiences, clients, 

and consumers. 

 The use of a range of fashion design techniques, materials, and tools such as pattern cutting, 

adornment, accessories and illustration on fabrics and garments with consideration of 

sustainable materials, recycling, and ethical manufacture. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn: 

 Manufacturing of design response. 

 Development of ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting, and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques, and processes. 

 Record ideas, observations, and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

New in Textiles for 2019/2020 

We welcomed a new member to the Textile Team – Miss Harris. 

Miss Harris has taken the Year 11 class through their final year and has made an excellent contribution 

to the development of the subject with her experience in Art and Design.  
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Miss Harris has taken the Year 10 class through to Year 11, where she will continue to teach this group. 

Miss Harris has proved to be an invaluable and talented teacher in this subject area. 

 

Considerable investment in equipment and resources have been made during this last academic year, 

to enhance the course and enable students to explore a wider range of Textile/Art media and 

techniques. 

Middle School Liaison - middle school liaison meeting provided a good insight into the students’ 

previous practical experiences. Year 9 projects have been developed to include new and challenging 

techniques for the students to experience. 

Year 9 Textiles Area of Study 

Component 1 - Pop Art Project 

The first year of the GCSE Year 9 students have been focusing on learning and acquiring new skills.  

Year 9 students have been studying the ‘Pop Art’ movement, through a range of imaginative tasks to 

develop their creative skills.  

Students study the history of the Art movement in its relationship with objects that reflect mass culture 

and consumerism. 

 

Students study the techniques and themes used within the Art movement: 

 Clear lines 

 Bright colours 

 Sharp paintwork 

 Collages of popular images 

 Clear representations of symbols  

 Objects and people commonly found in popular culture.  

 

Students have produced samples and end products based on their research and understanding. 

The students have demonstrated clear understanding of the project criteria and have produced 

creative responses using a wide range of art and textile techniques. 

 

Examples of Year 9 Project work 
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Year 10 Textiles Area of Study 

Component 1 – Gustav Klimt project - The project was set to encourage students to experiment, refine 

and develop their creative and practical skills. 

Students have been studying the work of Gustav Klimt, to use as a design influence for a fashion design 

outcome. 

The work that the students have produced in Year 10 will form the beginning of Unit 1 – Personal 

Portfolio (Coursework). 

Students have been developing their own style of work through experimenting with different Art and 

Textile media and techniques. 

Year 10 students have produced samples of work based on the Artist Gustav Klimt and displayed this 

work within their sketch books. 

During Year 10 the students have been able to expand their design skills and are working towards 

developing a final fashion outcome based on the work of Gustav Klimt. 
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Year 10 Example sketch book work: 

 

 

Extra-Curricular: 

Year 10 have had the opportunity to attend after school Art/Textiles club. 

Year 11 Textiles Area of Study 

Component 1 – Coursework Unit - Sea life project was set to encourage students to experiment, refine 

and develop their creative and practical skills. 

Students have been studying the theme of Sea life to use as a design influence for a creative textile 

design outcome. 

The work that the students have produced in Year 10 and 11 will form the completion of Unit 1 – 

Personal Portfolio (Coursework). 

Students have been developing their own style of work through experimenting with different Art and 

Textile media and techniques. 

Year 11 students have produced samples of work based on the theme of Sea Life and have displayed 

this work within their sketch books. 

During Year 11 the students have been able to expand their design skills and are working towards 

developing a final Textile outcome based on the theme Sea life. 
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Year 11 Example sketch book work: 

 

 

 
Component 2 – Exam Unit – Theme - Celebration. 
Exam board set brief – January 2020 release - externally set assessment – ‘Celebration’  

 

Students have been studying their own personal choice of inspiration based on the theme 

‘Celebration’, to use as a design influence for a creative textile design outcome – Exam Component 2. 

The work that the students have produced in the preparation period will form part of the final grade 

for – Exam Component 2. 

Students have been developing their own style of work through experimenting with different Art and 

Textile media and techniques in the preparation period – Exam Component 2. 

Year 11 students have produced samples of work based their chosen theme ‘Celebration’ and have 

displayed this work within their sketchbooks in the preparation period – Exam Component 2. 

During Year 11 the students have been able to expand their design skills and are working towards 

developing a final Textile outcome based on the personal choice of inspiration within the theme 

‘Celebration’ 

 

Extra-Curricular: 

Year 11 have had the opportunity to attend after school Art/Textiles club. 
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English Faculty – Mrs A Graham (Head of Faculty) 

Year 9 and transition: 

In an effort to ease transition between year 8 and 9 we have continued to strengthen our working 

relationship with the Heads of English at both middle schools. Debbie Hunt (second in English) is still 

in regular contact with the middle schools regarding curriculum, literacy and hosting MAGT students. 

We shared reading lists at the start of the year and have communicated with Christchurch about the 

work set during lockdown. We were delighted to host some MAGT students from the middle schools 

in November (along with our more academically able year 9) to watch a live stream of Shakespeare’s 

‘The Taming of the Shrew’ which was enjoyed by all. 

Year 10 and 11 

After pleasing results last year at GCSE, we aimed to build on our strengths and develop our teaching 

of the Key stage 4 curriculum to ensure outstanding results. Both year groups settled in well at the 

start of the year and completed a Transition Unit. This was focused on English Language skills and 

included a mini-assessment to enable their teachers to identify strengths and areas for development.  

In October, a group of year 10 students attended a Shakespeare Masterclass at the University of 

Birmingham. This covered the play Macbeth and was an engaging lecture that helped students to 

consider the play from a different angle. It was also very interesting to visit the University of 

Birmingham campus and have a look around. It was a positive experience for both students and staff. 

Year 11 completed a full English Language mock exam in November. The English Department ran 

focused revision sessions after school on a Wednesday; these were well attended. Feedback from the 

mock exam allowed students to identify areas for development and put in place revision programmes 

to prepare for the final exam. 

I also ran mentoring sessions during form time for a group of students put forward by class teachers. 

These focused on building confidence with exam skills and how to revise.  

At the end of February year 11 completed a full English Literature mock. There was a programme of 

revision sessions after school, run by Mrs Powell, Mrs Cooper, Mrs Mansfield and Miss Hunt to support 

students with their preparation for this. We were very impressed by the focused attitude shown by 

students.  

Year 10 also completed an English Language mock exam at the start of March focused on English 

Language. We have been building on these skills over the past couple of months through work set 

remotely. 

A small group of students in year 10 and 11 received focused literacy support in addition to their 

English Language lesson and for the first time a year 10 student was entered for English Entry Level; 

we aim to roll this out next year to involve more students as we feel this was a very positive experience. 

A Level Literature 

Year 12 A Level Literature students started the year by reading George Orwell’s ‘1984’ and starting an 

in-depth study of ‘Richard III’ by William Shakespeare. Year 13 continued with their study of the 



16 
 

Dystopian genre by exploring the novel ‘A Handmaid’s Tale’. They also completed coursework on ‘Post-

Colonial Literature’. Students could choose from a wide range of coursework titles and they produced 

work of the highest quality. As part of their coursework they also completed a detailed analysis of ‘The 

World’s Wife’ by Carol Ann Duffy. It was great to see students taking an independent approach to the 

task and applying the skills they have developed in English Literature over the last few years.  

In February, the Year 13 English Literature students completed a full mock exam. We were pleased to 

see students taking a very positive attitude to revision and reflecting on feedback to make 

improvements to their work. Although students did not get to take their final examinations we know 

the skills they have developed over the last few years will enable them to move on successfully to their 

next steps in their education. It has been a pleasure to teach such dedicated students and this 

commitment was evident in their final coursework pieces and their answers in the mock examination. 

A Level Language: 

This year’s A Level Language cohort started the year by developing their analytical and evaluative skills 

in preparation for the mock examinations. They also studied new modules such as Child Language 

Acquisition and Language Change whereby they were able to develop their responses to a wide range 

of texts and begin to make perceptive links to theory or concepts. Students also completed the 

language investigation coursework. This unit of work allows students to be independent in their 

approach to the subject and choose a topic that interests them.  

Creative Writing Club 

Once a fortnight, students with a passion for writing have attended Alleyne's Creative Writing Club run 

by Mr Weston.  Students have worked hard to learn new skills from short instructional sessions and 

returning members have shared their experience with newer members.  The Young Writers group have 

continued to invite our students to poetry and short prose competitions.  Several of our members have 

been published this year, once again proving the creativity and imagination of our students.  With the 

unfortunate interruptions to the school year, we have not been able to compile a portfolio of work for 

2020.  We hope to defer these efforts into the new school year with increased enthusiasm and 

continue to develop student’s creative skills. 

Debating Club 

This academic year, the English department launched a debate club aimed at all school years, running 

fortnightly. The club was particularly popular with Year 9 and 10 students, who prepared and 

researched for debates based on a wide range of topics. The students were able to choose their own 

topics based on what they thought was important, from things like “Should Black History Month 

become a compulsory part of education?” to “Should parents be able to select the gender and traits 

of their children before conception?” Miss Roberts has been pleased to see students developing 

research skills alongside public speaking skills. Students have learnt how to structure debates and have 

studied and analysed political debates, including those leading up to the 2019 general election. 

Attendance at the club has grown throughout the academic year.  
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For the upcoming academic year, the club would like to invite outside speakers to come in and discuss 

debate from youth organisations and local rotary clubs where possible, in order to further show 

students the importance of debate and public speaking skills.  

Remote learning since lockdown 

Since lockdown, work has been emailed to students weekly, marked and returned.  The SAM Learning 

challenge has also continued to be set, with the list of winners sent out each week by Mrs Cooper, and 

many students attempting these tasks, including a number of Year 11s.   

Students have completed a range of work to improve their skills generally and also to acquire new 

knowledge, which will be built on when we are back in school.  Year 9 have completed the "Animal 

Rights" scheme that prepares them for their GCSE Speaking and Listening presentation, have been set 

a scheme of lessons focused on different types of writing and are now ready to move on to some work 

on poetry, to prepare them for studying this at GCSE.  Year 10 have completed an English Language 

scheme of work based on skills for both the reading and writing sections of their exams, as well as 

completing independent research into and analysis of the GCSE English Literature poetry.  This will 

hopefully help them to engage with the challenging task of studying a large number of poems with 

their teachers for an unseen exam next year.  Year 10 will soon move onto some work on "Macbeth" 

to revise the work they had been doing in advance of September.   

In terms of our A Level students, English Language students have completed valuable research into 

Language Change and Gender and Technology and submitted analyses of a range of texts, while English 

Literature students have continued with some lessons on Microsoft Teams. English Literature students 

have enjoyed using this programme to discuss texts in detail. We have been impressed by their 

commitment to their studies and the confidence that they have developed. They have been focusing 

on Richard III and Rossetti poetry and have completed several research projects to develop their 

understanding of the topics in more detail. 

 Teachers have continued to reach out to Year 11 students, providing bridging work for those wishing 

to study English subjects at GCSE as well as other things which may provide interest at this time, 

including nationwide writing competitions. 

Plans for next year 

The department have been preparing for some considerable changes to our long term plan, hoping 

that these will be able to take place from September. In Year 9 there will be a change to the novel that 

we teach. After some student voice and department discussion, we have decided to take out ‘Of Mice 

and Men’ and replace it with a study of the novel ‘Noughts and Crosses.’ This is an excellent novel that 

we have taught before and we feel will not only prepare students for their GCSE set texts, but is also a 

great stimulus to tackle current SMSC themes and British Values. A new medium term SOW is being 

put together, including lesson by lesson plans and resources. After some department evaluation we 

have also decided to add more study of poetry in Year 9, so we are putting together a new SOW for 

this with individual lesson plans and resources. We feel this is an area where students need as much 

practice as possible. 
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Geography Department – Mr S Blood (Head of Department) 

We began the year with great excitement, our 

new curriculum maps had been planned for all 

year groups to sit alongside the new Ofsted 

framework. We had also introduced new 

elements to the course to support its teaching 

over 3 years. We spent time devising skills-

based topics for the Year 9 cohort linked to 

the state of California. This allowed us to 

explore map skills, understanding key terms, 

what it means to be a geographer, and 

command words. Examples of this can be seen 

in the image opposite, which shows “in the 

news” home work that we STAR assessed and 

a notes from a clip we looked at called “Shift Happens”, which considers the impact an ever evolving 

technological world has on people.   

This approach has enabled the department to reintroduce a more thorough skills based baseline 

assessment linked to the demands of the GCSE course. In other GCSE year groups, the three year 

planning has allowed us to further develop their curiosity and passion for the world around them as 

they were set projects to look at places around the world that are impacted by geographical issues, 

but which are not directly covered in the specification.  

Year 9 

Year 9 quickly settled well into the requirements of the GCSE. With many students showing great 

promise, with some already achieving grades of 8’s and 9’s, while others were pushing for their targets. 

With a cohort of 125 students, we once again had a challenge on our hands with only three staff in the 

department, but we worked tirelessly to support the needs of each student as always. Classes in this 

year group had worked particularly well alongside the PGCE Trainee Teacher from Keele University in 

producing creative ways to understand key geographical concepts linked to topics such as urban 

challenges and rainforest environments. 

Year 10 

Many Year 10 were looking forward to our trip to Sorrento in Italy, which was due to take place during 

the Easter break. The cancellation of this inaugural trip was extremely disappointing for all involved, 

particularly Mrs Rushton-Fox who had worked exceptionally hard to organise the entire excursion. 

Year 10 had also been working very hard, managing to complete a number of topics throughout the 

year, including, HIC urban challenges, sustainable living, tropical storms, UK extreme weather, 

resource management and rivers. We also set all the cohort up to purchase revision materials through 

Parent Pay this year, which was greatly appreciated by many.  

 

Year 11 

Year 11 were working very hard in the months leading up the closure with good attendance at revision 

sessions and a good level of focus in lessons where we were revisiting topics and looking at exam 
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technique. They were all due to go on the fieldtrip the week of the closure, so had also been working 

very hard preparing for this. They were due to study regeneration in Leek and environmental pressures 

in ecosystems at Tittesworth Reservoir. We had also setup online webinars, which were new this year, 

and evidence of our ongoing commitment to support the students in different ways. They were due to 

take place in April, but these also had to be cancelled and refunds given. 

 

Other work carried out  

Over the summer of 2019 we worked with a 

passionate student in Year 9, heading into 

Year 10, and her group of friends who had 

shown a real passion to make a difference 

regarding the school’s response to 

environmental issues. In the time we were in 

school this year we had started to establish 

an “Environmental Council” (see promotional 

image below). Their aims were to reduce 

plastic waste, ensure recycling was adhered 

to, to set up recycling schemes for plastic bottles and batteries, and even ambitious ideas to recycle 

cooking oil from the canteen. Although many of these proposals had to be put on hold, I am sure they 

will return looking to continue the work they started next academic year.  

Following on from our successful trip to Iceland for a 4th time in October 2019, with a record number 

of 54 students attending, Mrs Bourne has been working extremely hard to plan out 5th trip to the 

country in 2021. Before we closed, we had confirmed places and notified the lucky students who had 

gained a place. 

We have also stepped up our focus on 

developing life skills in lessons. To support 

this, we have created life skills stickers for 

students’ books and life skills guidance 

posters that we have for our classrooms. The 

idea with the stickers is that when we near 

the end of a topic we ask students to consider 

which skills they feel they have developed or 

used during this time, as a way of making 

them realise the importance of such traits in 

life. An example of these annotated stickers is 

opposite.  

Finally, we have also teamed up with teachers in other departments to establish Alleyne’s Gardening 

Club, which apart from having a clearly environmental angle to it, is a way for students to improve the 

school environment in particular areas.  

History Department – Mrs J Davies (Head of Department) 

The History Department was looking forward to expanding our educational visits programme this 

Alleyne’s Academy 
Environmental council

We would like to invite students interested in developing ideas to 
improve the schools approach to tackling environmental issues 

to join our newly established Environmental Council.

We aim to find ways to tackle paper and plastic waste in the 
school, improve recycling methods, encourage more 

sustainable materials to be used and work to come up with new 
ideas to make the school more sustainable and eco-friendly. 

If you are passionate about the environment and want 
to make a difference please come along to our next 

meeting in 209 at break time on Friday 15th

November.
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academic year, with a trip to Belgium to visit the First World War Battlefields planned. This, 

unfortunately, has been cancelled due to the coronavirus and next year’s Paris trip for Sixth Form also 

looks vulnerable. However, we were able to take Year 12 and 13 to Manchester in March before the 

lockdown took effect. Students had a really interesting day taking a walking tour to see the site of the 

‘Peterloo’ massacre in 1819 and seeing how industrialisation affected the city. We also spent time in 

The People’s History Museum, looking at various movements for change across the 19th century. This 

will all support student understanding of Mrs Davies’ side of the A Level course. 

Since the school closures, the Department has been working hard on providing work and support to 

students. Year 9 have been continuing with their studies of America 1920-1973; work has been set 

which includes a mixture of research, videos and documentary clips and exam-style practice questions. 

Year 10 have been continuing with their study of Medicine Through Time, in a similar style to Year 9. 

Year 12 have continued with their A Level courses. The Department has been particularly concerned 

about Year 12 as the new three-year GCSE provides some potential catch-up time; Year 12 have no 

such luxury. The Department has therefore been particularly proactive in tracking Year 12 students 

and contacting home where deadlines have been missed.  

In light of the recent Black Lives Matter protests, the Department has begun a curriculum review to 

examine where we can further broaden what we teach. We have been particularly keen to review race, 

but also sex and sexuality. We have some exciting ideas about how to develop our schemes of work 

and we will be using some of the time before the summer holidays to develop new resources 

accordingly. 

 

Maths Faculty – Ms M Justice (Head of Faculty) 

Looking forward to September, I am currently looking into purchasing online text books for Y10 and 

Y9, this will enable them to work more independently, over the summer if they wish.  Contact with us 

is encouraged via email and we can then ring them, or respond with support materials and comforting 

words.  During lockdown, work has been set via email, teams, SAM learning or Dr Frost with mixed 

responses.  Some students obviously have lots of support at home and access to computers etc, so 

these are in contact weekly, if not daily.  However, many have struggled to access resources regularly 

and so their contact has been more sporadic.  Very few have not been in touch at all, and HOPs have 

spoken to these.  It has been challenging to find the right balance of work and challenge for students, 

some are sharing 1 computer in the household between parents working from home and siblings and 

so have not been able to complete all work set on its due date and when they all return it will be 

interesting to see where they are all at.  We have tried to be consistent and continue to set new work, 

consolidation work, STAR tasks using a variety of platforms, worksheets, online resources, games; 

there is nothing worse than death by worksheet. 
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) – Mrs V Durand (Head of Department) 

 

The Department  

This year the MFL Department has been settled with Mrs Durand working full time and Mrs Donnadieu 

working part time. We are reaching some staff consistency thanks to Mrs Donnadieu new permanent 

part time contract. Mrs Donnadieu has secured a valuable relationship with the Year 13 Spanish group 

and she has also given confidence to our Year 11 Spanish cohort.   

Even though the year has been fairly short in school we were well organised from September and clubs 

were established from the start: Both Mrs Donnadieu and I have been  supporting our Year 10 and 

Year 11 students with weekly after school clubs and an additional “breakfast club” for French on Friday 

morning before school, which were well attended.  

MFL Enrichment: 

We completed our Year 9 French and Spanish book cover competition judged by our Head of Art, Mr 

Butler and the Sixth Form students in Art.  

We celebrated our European Day of Languages (EDL) at the end of September with specific food from 

the canteen; Students and staff always enjoy a bit of foreign food! 

Something new and different this year! I have been in contact with Onetti Production and the students 

were delighted to watch a French play called “Les garçons” and a Spanish play called “Prima Cita” We 

are fortunate enough to have a theatre at Alleyne’s. Both plays were performed by native actors and 

our students had the opportunity to interact on stage with the native speakers in the foreign language 

and ask questions at the end. I would like to renew the experience for our students in 2020-2021. All 

students from all year groups attended (lower and upper school)  

 

From 24th June 2020 our language students are invited to join the Aston University Language 

Conference online. This conference will highlight the importance of learning foreign languages for 

young people and it will provide careers ideas for our students at Alleyne’s. 

Visitor: 

In order to motivate and give our students some careers information and guidance, Joel Paxton who 

is a former language student at Alleyne’s delivered a presentation followed by a question and answer 

session. Joel is now completing a degree titled: Degree in International Business and International 

Relations with Advanced Competency in both French and Spanish at Keele University. The turnout for 

this event was pleasing. 

Trips:  



22 
 

French Exchange: 

This year our exchange to Limoges was all organised with students in Year 9 and 10 ready to take off 

at Easter but of course the pandemic stopped our plans. We are hoping that we can resume our link 

with the Limousin region next year. 

Lockdown: 

To support our new Year 9 cohort who couldn’t visit for the transition days, I have created new 

transition projects for both French and Spanish and I have also extended our Year 11 bridging project 

to suit the Covid-19 situation. 

Plans: 

 More workshops with Art and Catering Departments 

 French and Spanish plays with native actors 

 Online conference with Aston University for Year 12 French 

 French Exchange 

 Spanish trip 

 

Physical Education – Mr S Powell (Head of Department) 

Extra-Curricular Sport 

It has been a great frustration this year to have seen our usual competitive extra-curricular programme 

severely hampered by extremely poor weather that either postponed or cancelled altogether 

scheduled fixtures and tournaments. When possible, the department offered the students the 

opportunity to participate in the following: 

Summer 2019 - 

Cricket – our teams in years 9 & 10 did not fare well this season and quickly went out of the County 

Cup competitions in the first and second round, respectively.  

Autumn/Winter 2019-20 - 

Boys Football - Yr9 reached the quarter finals of the County Cup, but that was the best we had this 

year as the other year groups went out in either the first or second round  

Yr10 had reached the semi-final of the District Cup before lockdown ended it, but other year groups 

games although arranged were unable to be played before the school closure. 

Girls Football – only one match was possible and the combined team of yrs 10 & 11 lost their County 

Cup game. 

Netball – all tournaments for each year group were cancelled at the time and rearranged dates were 

then impacted by the school closure due to COVID-19 

Rugby - At u16 the combined talents of the yr10 and 11 players had a tremendous run in the County 

competition winning through to the County Cup semi-final.  

 

Badminton – no district tournament was held this year due to the removal of badminton as a sport on 

the School Games programme. 



23 
 

Y11 and Y12 students attended workshops at Staffordshire University. 

This was a new initiative started this year to generate a lasting link with a higher education 

establishment that would not only give students aspiration towards future career paths in sport, 

undertake work that would support GCSE and A Level studies and also encourage those looking to 

choose A Level courses a reason to consider PE post 16. 

Each day was led by Mr Blake and the feedback received from students was resounding in its praise 

for the opportunity. On each day, a series of activities were undertaken specifically chosen to meet the 

aims identified: 

 Y11 explored careers in sport and pathways, students also applied their knowledge to a range 

of sessions that linked into their GCSE studies with practical tasks. These sessions included 

movement analysis, sports psychology and fitness testing. 

 Y12 investigated further education and courses following their studies at Alleyne’s, students 

had a tour of the campus and Q & A sessions with current students and tutors to find out more 

about the courses they were interested in. There was also opportunities for them to take part 

in workshops that tied into their studies including sports psychology, the respiratory system 

and the role of technology. 

 

RE and Social Sciences Department – Mr R Haydon (Head of Faculty) and Mrs T Aughey (RE 

specialist teacher) 

Year 9 have already completed modules on Human Rights and Life and Death and are now learning 

about Christian and Buddhist beliefs.  In Health and Social Care Years 9 and 10 have worked hard to 

complete coursework which will contribute 30% of their final grade.  Year 11 took their exam in 

February and results in this component were positive under the guidance of Mr Blake who worked 

hard to prepare students for this.  They have also worked hard to complete their Health and Social 

Care coursework. 

Likewise, Year 13 were working to thoroughly prepare themselves for their final A Level examinations 

in Psychology and Sociology.  Many students had been giving up time to attend revision sessions as 

well as the weekly programme that has taken place since December.  Both subjects were due to attend 

a Tutor 2 U Revision days in Manchester during March but these were cancelled as they were due in 

the week school closures started.  Pleasingly many intend to follow University courses within the 

subject area and should have the foundations in place to study at this higher level.  We wish them well 

and are still supporting students with their plans in the light of the current situation. 

Finally, Year 12 having worked remotely are now working with staff to complete their IEPs to ensure 

that they are supported according to their needs in the final few weeks of school to ensure they are 

well placed entering Year 13 when they will undertake some assessment to replace their postponed 

end of year internal examinations. 

 

Science Faculty – Mrs R Eldershaw (Head of Faculty) 

The academic year started once again, with a fantastic set of examination results and a solid, 

experienced teaching team. In June 2019 leaders of the department visited both of the middle schools 
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to present an assembly to all Year 8 students. For this assembly staff took some Year 10 students, who 

helped to present about Great British Scientists and at the end of the assembly, Year 8 students were 

set a research project (which then fed into their Science lessons at the Middle schools) to research and 

produce an A3 poster on a ‘Great British Scientist’ of their choice. These posters were then submitted 

in September at Alleyne’s to their new Science teachers. There was a fantastic number of entries and 

the posters were then judged and the winners received prizes the Easter Praise assembly. These 

posters have now been displayed around the Science department. For summer 2020 we have 

incorporated this into our bridging work for Year 8, but with the choice of a Biology, Chemistry or 

Physics specific topic (or for the keenest science boffins they can do multiple ones if they need 

something to keep them entertained during the COVID closure) and prizes will again be awarded for 

the best ones.  

In September we were again very proud to be the best performing GCSE core faculty in the school, 

with the highest average progress score. Year 9 students were as usual, setted according to prior 

attainment and feedback from their teachers (at the Middle schools) using a progression exam results 

(using the same exam in both middle schools). Student setting continue to be reviewed termly in light 

of the monitoring and mock data. All students in years 9-11 follow our revised AQA Science GCSE 

scheme of work, which has been planned (by us) according to student strengths in these differing 

years, building on prior knowledge in a spiral curriculum, also covering National Curriculum topics not 

delivered by the middle schools.  This year we were also due to incorporate a Year 9 trip to the National 

Space Centre in Leicester in the summer, but for obvious reasons this has been cancelled.  

As Head of Faculty, Mrs Eldershaw is also responsible for a Sixth Form tutor group, made up of Science 

A-level students. In this role she was able to use her previous expertise in UCAS to support their 

applications during the Autumn term. This year we have a student with an offer to study Medicine at 

Keele, as well as a number of students offered placed to study a range of Science courses at prestigious 

Russell Group universities.  

At the end of the autumn term the Year 12 and 13 Chemists (along with Miss Dulson and Mr Molloy) 

visited the Chemistry department at the University of Manchester where they learned about 

spectroscopy and biofuels and took their Aspirin samples to be analysed for purity. Progressing into 

the spring term, the Physics A-level students (Year 12 and 13) attended their annual trip to Keele 

University to access some of their high-tech equipment and help them with their required practicals. 

In addition they had access to undergraduate lecturers, and were able to ask some interesting and 

stretching questions. Ms Boumford took a group of keen Year 10 Scientists to the Science Live event 

in Manchester which was enjoyable and very informative. In April, Year 13 Biology A level students 

were due to attend a trip to Chester Zoo for an expert lecture on Classification from one of the Zoo 

staff which was sadly cancelled along with a trip for Year 10 Physics (higher ability) at Keele university 

and a Year 10 Biology field course trip (for lower ability students) to Deleamere forest. Mr Taylor had 

also spent a lot of time organising a Year 12 Biology field course residential visit to Wales, which again 

has been cancelled along with the Year 11 Medicine Careers day trip to Keele University, so we will do 

our absolute best to see that these happen in the next academic year.  

Pre-lockdown, Science staff were already volunteering their time to cover a varied revision session 

timetable, aimed at allowing as many students as possible to attend (Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday after school sessions) and these had already started (in vain) when we got the news of school 
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closures, but it is worth noting the fantastic attitude of the Year 11 students as attendance to these 

revision sessions was excellent!  All A-level subjects have been offering A-level revision sessions 

throughout the year.  

 

 


