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1. AROUND THE DEPARTMENTS 
 

Expressive Arts Faculty 

Art 

In spite of the trials and tribulations, this year, our students have continued to work well, both in school 

and via online learning, resulting in some fantastic portfolio projects that showcase excellent practical, 

conceptual, academic and research based work.  These portfolios really do evidence the overwhelming 

drive to succeed and hard work that our students have shown, in the face of adversity.  I’ve attached 

some examples of work at the end of this report. 

We have delivered and entered the Royal Mail ‘Heroes’ Stamp Design competition, which gives a nod 

of appreciation to the efforts, nationally, of our NHS, medical and support staff over the last year or 

so.  Twelve high quality entries were sent off and we await the results with anticipation. 

 

As said, I’d like leave you with some examples of our pupil’s work, in particular, from two projects; one 

of which takes influence from the events of the last 16 months.  

 

The second example delves into issues surrounding the Vietnam War, including historical, 

psychological, economic and political viewpoints…   
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Drama 

Since returning from lockdown, Year 9 have been working on a range of scripts in order to perfect their 
‘page to stage’ skills. These have included ‘Blood Brothers’, Bouncers’, ‘Shakers’ and ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom’. We’ve been very impressed with their skill and enthusiasm. We are aiming to perform a 
scripted showcase but we’re confirming exact plans for what shape this will take due to changing Covid 
guidelines.  
 
Year 10 performed some excellent devised monologues based on the stimulus of ‘Dreams’. These were 
mostly prepared for at home and then performed and assessed in the theatre. They have been working 
on a 2, 500 word accompanying log before we begin work on John Godber’s ‘Teechers’.  
 
Year 11 ended up preparing and performing a mini Component 3 which would normally have been 
presented to an AQA examiner in our theatre. They also sat a shortened written exam about the set 
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text ‘Noughts and Crosses’. I was incredibly proud of how hard they tried and, consequently, how well 
they performed in both areas. We are very pleased to have a healthy-sized A level class from this group 
next year (fingers crossed!).  
 
Year 12 also performed their assessed devised work which took the form of a monologue as a result 
of lockdown. The students chose their own stimulus and produced some excellent, thought-provoking 
work around mental health. Following the writing of the 3,500 working notebook to accompany the 
monologues, students have started their studies of set texts ‘Antigone’ and ‘Metamorphosis’.  
 
We are very much looking forward to getting out and watching as much live theatre as we can from 
September and, government guidelines permitting, scheduling a school show.  
 
Music 

It's been a challenging year for teaching Music GCSE, but the Year 11 students have done really well, 

considering. 

Peripatetic lessons started for the first time in September - rather than November - (for Years 10-13), 
and the feedback from parents, students, and peripatetic teachers was universally favourable. This 
avoids the long gap between lessons where progress is lost and allowed for students to be ready to 
produce NEA/coursework far earlier than in previous years, and therefore be able to re-record if 
necessary, ultimately attaining the best level of which they are capable.  

Peripatetic lessons were delivered via laptop and Microsoft Teams for the first six weeks, which was a 
logistical and technical headache, but the students and teachers were patient. However, we were all 
extremely happy when face-to-face teaching returned in mid-October.  

Business Studies/ICT Faculty  

Due to the various lockdowns placed upon us throughout this school year, this has been a tough time 

for pupils however I’m delighted to start with some positive news. The Alleyne’s Academy Young 

Enterprise Team have once again made it to the semi- finals of the competition and truly excelled 

themselves this year. 

We had one extremely strong Young Enterprise team and despite the competition being virtual, the 

fifteen, Year 12 students gave it their all to achieve great success in the competition. The team decided 

on the name Colibris and they produced a cookbook for children in order to keep them entertained 

over lockdown. They attended various events outside of school to promote their product and were 

able to make a profit from their sales. They went on to win: ‘Best Finance’, ‘Best Marketing’,  ‘Best 

Presentation’, ‘Innovation and Creativity Award’ and finally ‘County Winners- Greater Birmingham and 

Staffordshire’.  After competing against three strong teams in the West Midlands final, unfortunately 

the team did not make it any further this year, but we are all extremely proud of their efforts.  

From a Business perspective, we have once again had extremely large numbers for our courses which 

highlights the high quality teaching within the faculty. This has been a struggle when teaching on 

Teams, however the teachers have been excellent in chasing up missing students and ensuring their 

lessons are still taught to the high standard they would be in the classroom.  

Due to COVID we were sadly unable to complete work experience with Year 10 and Year 12, however 
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we were able to offer ‘Virtual Work Experience’ to students where they could attend career talks and 

discuss various job roles with industry professionals. Several students opted in for this and it gave them 

a chance to have a think about their future plans and aspirations as well as something to keep students 

occupied in addition to their learning, during lockdown.  

Finally, we are adding a new course to our faculty starting in September 2021.  To give students more 

choice at KS4, they now have the option of GCSE Business or Level 2 Enterprise Award. This course is 

more accessible to students who struggle with exam based assessment, so we are excited to be able 

to offer yet another course at KS4, hopefully leading to more success within our faculty.  

There is a similarly positive picture in Computer Science & IT which continues to grow in size with this 

being the first year through with a Year 13 A-Level class for Computer Science.  

The government funded ‘CyberDiscovery’ tournament continued to run with virtual drop-in sessions 

on Teams for participating pupils with 100% of these pupils reaching at least the third stage of the 

competition (top 25%). however, due to Covid restrictions, several of the other Computer Science and 

IT Extra-curricular activities had to be postponed. We are hopeful that these will return in the 

upcoming academic year.  

Combined Design and Technology Departments  

Product Design, Graphics, Engineering and Construction   

Technology remains an extremely popular option choice for students here at Alleyne’s. We are 

relaunching our sixth form programme of study and are to welcome two classes of new Product Design 

students from year 8, and one large class of Graphic Communication students.  

 

Our Year 11 students have now left us after completing their superb GCSE NEA (coursework), and we 

are extremely proud of their efforts which are reflected in our Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs). They 

all worked extremely hard both on their NEA and written assessments.  

 

Throughout the pandemic our lessons were delivered on-line regularly, following a strict timetable so 

that students were able to get into a routine.  

 

2021 has been our first year for assessing the Year 11 Art and Design/Graphic Communication GCSE 

course. Both here in school and at home, students worked exceptionally hard to ensure that they 

produced excellent work to the high standard we are used to seeing across the department. Even the 

most challenging of students can achieve their true potential with the support of dedicated teaching 

and support staff and it would be unfair to single out any one student. 
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The design briefs focused on promoting a large public music event called ‘RetroFest’.Students 

created a portfolio of evidence as well as stunning examples of both logo design and promotional 

materials for the event. 

 

 

Our Year 9 students have gained far more knowledge and understanding of their chosen technology 

subject. Despite the pandemic, we have been able to complete two small practical projects in the 

workshops which have further engaged our young students.  
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We are communicating closely with our middle schools in a really positive way and have formed a 

really strong link with both of our feeder schools. We plan on relaunching our Year 8 Transition Club 

from September, as well as Tech Clubs for those already enjoying an education here at Alleyne’s. 

 

Our Year 10 students have also suffered a great disruption, though like year 9, have managed to 

experience and enjoy time in the workshops and produce some fabulous, useful projects. 

 

 
 

They are about to sit their Year 10 mock examinations and we are very optimistic for success – one 

positive thing to come out of ‘remote learning’ is that we have been able to focus a great deal of time 

on the important theory element of the course. 

 

Alleyne’s technology students have a reputation for success and for reaching the final rounds of the 

National KMF Design Competition. We were obviously upset that Covid-19 stopped our participation 

in last year’s exciting competition, kindly sponsored by Stafford Rotary Club, however, we hope that 

this will be relaunched and certainly hope to be taking part in this prestigious event which last year 

was set to see students faced with the challenge of sending a capsule into space! Again a very special 

thank you to Stafford Rotary for without their financial commitment we would not be able to enjoy 

such events. 

 

The year 11 students last year worked tirelessly and independently to produce their space capsules 

which would have filmed the journey into space and boom it back to earth so all at Alleyne’s could see 

and enjoy. If it is to go ahead from September, it will be open to Year 10 students. 
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Design and Technology Department – GCSE Art and Design Textiles 

 The current Textiles students have completed a range of excellent work across both year 
groups as part of their Component 1 – personal portfolio. 

 The department looks forward to welcoming a new Year 9 group starting September 2021. 

 Covid recovery plan to be implemented across all year groups. 
 
Overview of curriculum continues with Pearson Edexcel GCSE 

 

Area of Study: Fashion design  

 The design and creation of clothing and fashion for creative and commercial audiences, clients, 

and consumers. 

 The use of a range of fashion design techniques, materials, and tools such as pattern cutting, 

adornment, accessories and illustration on fabrics and garments with consideration of 

sustainable materials, recycling, and ethical manufacture. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn: 

 Manufacturing of design response. 

 Development of ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting, and experimenting with appropriate media, 

materials, techniques, and processes. 

 Record ideas, observations, and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language. 

Year 10 Textiles Area of Study 

Component 1 Personal portfolio – Gustav Klimt project and life cycle  

The project enables the students to develop and experiment with a range of media to refine and 
their creative and practical skills. 
Students have been studying the work of Gustav Klimt, to use as a design influence for textile surface 
design. 
The work that the students have produced in Year 10 will form the beginning of Unit 1 – Personal 
Portfolio (Coursework). 
Year 10 students have produced samples of work based on the Artist Gustav Klimt and displayed this 
work within their sketch books. 
During the lockdown period students were set a series of tasks to enable them to continue with their 
creative development, these lessons were delivered through TEAMS. Resources were sent out of the 
department to students at home.  
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Year 10 Textiles Example sketch book work: 
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Year 11 Textiles Area of Study 

Component 1 Personal portfolio – Gustav Klimt, Cas Holmes and life cycle  

The project enables the students to develop and experiment with a range of media to refine and 
their creative and practical skills. 
Students have been studying the work of Gustav Klimt and Cas Holmes, to use as a design influence 
for textile design. 
The work that the students have produced in Year 11 will add to the Unit 1 – Personal Portfolio 
(Coursework) started in Year 10. 
Year 11 students have produced samples of work based on the Artist Gustav Klimt and Cas Holmes 
and displayed this work within their sketch books. 
During the lockdown period students were set a series of tasks to enable them to continue with their 
creative development, these lessons were delivered through TEAMS. Resources were sent out of the 
department to students at home.  
 
Component 2 – Exam Unit was not continued in Year 11 due to COVID Lockdown.  
Students were awarded TAGS solely for component 1. 

Year 11 Textiles Example sketch book work: 
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Developments for Extra-Curricular September 2021:  

Unfortunately, due to lockdown some extra-curricular opportunities have been cancelled during this 

period. 

 Starting September 2021 - Year 11lArt/Textiles club. 

 Possible reinstatement of the annual Fashion Show - COVID restrictions permitting. 

 Possible development of Art/textiles-based trip – COVID restrictions permitting. 

Design and Technology Department – Level 2 Hospitality and Catering. 

Hospitality and Catering – Year 9, 10 and 11 

Hospitality and Catering students from all year groups have continued to produce high level practical 

work within school and during the COVID Lockdown period. 

Hospitality and Catering has yet again continued to be a popular options choice for students at 

Alleyne’s Academy, within this last academic year 2020/2021 there have been 2 classes in each year 

group. This is set to continue in September 2021 where the department will be welcoming 2 new 

year 9 groups. 

The structure of the course has been designed to support students in the development of practical 

skills and theoretical knowledge of the Hospitality and Catering industry. 

Covid recovery plan to be implemented across all year groups. 

Year 9 Hospitality and Catering Area of Study 

Unit 1 The hospitality and catering industry: Exam Unit 

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering Area of Study 

Unit 1 The hospitality and catering industry: Exam Unit 

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action: Coursework Unit 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Area of Study 

Unit 1 The hospitality and catering industry: Exam Unit 

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action: Coursework Unit – including practical cooking exam. 
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Year 9, 10 and 11 Practical lessons 

All Year groups have been involved in a range of activities including both academic theory and 

extensive practical tasks to develop an appreciation and enthusiasm for the subject. 

Practical lessons have been extended to a two-hour period where we have been able to challenge 

the students with complex recipes requiring higher cooking skills. 

During the lockdown period students were set a series of tasks to enable them to continue with their 
practical and theoretical development, these lessons were delivered through TEAMS.  
 

TEAMS Lessons during lockdown – Practical setup 
 

 
 

       
 

Year 9 Practical work 
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Year 10 Practical work 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Area of study 

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action – Practical Exam November 2020 

Areas of study: 
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 Plan production of dishes for a menu  

 Use techniques in preparation of commodities.  

 Assure quality of commodities to be used in food preparation.  

 Use techniques in cooking of commodities.  

 Complete dishes using presentation techniques.  

 Use food safety practices. 

Unit 2 Practical exam - November 2020 

Year 11 students completed their Unit 2 Practical Exam in November 2020. The students had to 

prepare 2-course meal to meet assessment criteria set externally by WJEC. 

Year 11 students produced a wide range of different dishes, showcasing their practical ability, 

organisation skills, and the understanding of good nutrition. 

The students conducted themselves in a very professional manner during the exam and they were 

able to produce an extremely high standard of practical work. I was immensely proud of the students 

and their achievements working under the pressure of examination conditions.  

Year 11 Practical Exam work 
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Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Results: 

Year 11 final grades in Hospitality and Catering have been awarded through: 

 Unit 1 exam CAG’s (Year 10) and Year 11 Assessment. 

 Unit 2 coursework TAG’s (Year 11). 

 Final Grade: TAG - Combined Unit 1 and Unit 2. 

Hospitality and Catering Extra-Curricular 

The COVID Lockdown has had an impact on extra-curricular activities throughout the academic year. 

Areas for development. 

 Year 11 - Opportunity to attend revision and coursework club in preparation for exam. 

 Stone Food and Drink festival (independent activity) – Excellent opportunity for students to 
experience a range of food products and research new ideas for practical work. 

 Catering for fashion show. 

 Visit to school kitchen to experience professional hospitality and catering working 
environment. 

 

English Faculty  

Despite the many disruptions due to remote learning, the English department has adapted well to all 

the challenges of this year. We have benefitted from the organisation we put in place at the end of last 

academic year when we split English Language and English Literature into separately taught subjects 

and adapted all schemes of work. This has allowed us to support students in developing more 

confidence in the specific skills needed for each subject. We have also been able to consolidate a more 

consistent approach when teaching exam skills across the department by using mnemonics and sharing 

best practice. Staffing has remained consistent this academic year and this will continue next year.  

Whilst it has been a tumultuous year, our year 9 students made a brilliant start. They engaged well 

with the online learning and have enjoyed learning literature and language as separate subjects. They 

are currently in the process of completing their GCSE Speaking and listening presentations. They have 

studied Animal Rights; a scheme we created in conjunction with the RE department to enable students 

to broaden their understanding of the subject and discuss ethical issues. Students have approached 

this assessment with maturity and diligence which, I am sure, will resulted in some fantastic speeches.  
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Year 10 and 11 

Year 10 and 11 took a focused approach to their studies in English on their return to school in 

September. They took an enthusiastic approach to the new schemes we had planned as a department 

and have enjoyed exploring and discussing a range of issues including the power of language, language 

in the media and the impact of the Grenfell Fire and the theme of ‘Survival’. In English Literature we 

introduced a new literature text this year ‘The Woman in Black’ which has replaced ‘Lord of the Flies’ 

and students have responded well to the text, enjoying the gothic themes. 

We ran mentoring sessions for a group of 20 year 11 students, focused on developing language skills. 

These happened during form time and students were selected by class teachers. From January these 

sessions went online and the list was revised from March, when we returned to school, to support the 

students that needed it. 

Year 10 and 11 adapted well to teaching via TEAMs in January and continued to cover the set texts in 

literature and key language skills while working from home. On their return to school we assessed any 

gaps in student’s knowledge and ran catch up sessions for a group year 10 students, focused initially 

on the English Literature texts to catch up any students who has lost learning time during lockdown. 

We have encouraged year 10 and 11 students to take part in our online revision sessions that take 

place on TEAMS on a Wednesday afternoon. At the start of the year these were in person but went 

online from November. The benefit of these being online is that students can access the resources at 

any time as videos are posted every week. 

Although year 11 have faced many challenges this year we were impressed by their attitude towards 

their English studies. They took a focused approach to revising for the final ‘assessments’ in April and 

May and deserve every success in the future. 

English Language A-Level 

In the context of an extreme year, we have said our farewells to our Year 13 Language students. It was 

a small group this year, with only 3 students, so it has been a very personalised approach to the delivery 

of the course. Being mostly taught via TEAMS, they have still been very dedicated to their studies and 

I am certain will see the rewards with excellent TAG results.  

Year 12 have completed their end of year mock exams and although we have had disruption again this 

academic year, they have been able to cover the course as would have been pre-Covid. They have 

completed their language investigation coursework and produced some very interesting projects. 

Examples include: How do female activists Hillary Clinton, Michelle Obama and Emma Watson exert 

influential power over their audience in key speeches, through their use of language? How does Oprah 

Winfrey use language to exert her power in an interview with Meghan Markle? 

This academic year, as a department, we have had a real push on increasing our numbers at A Level. 

In English Language we have re-designed our promotional materials and resources for open evenings 

etc. and revitalised our Bridging Project and taster lessons. Numbers already look encouraging, and 

students are excited by the prospect of future study.   
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English Literature A-level 

It has been a tough year for year 13 but our English Literature students have admirably risen to the 

challenge. We were impressed by the independent attitude to the literature group during lockdown 

last year and they impressed us further in January with their diligent attitude and perseverance. After 

the mock exams in December, students focused on their targets and worked hard to improve their 

evaluation skills and develop in-depth knowledge of the set texts.  

During the remote teaching phrase year 13 worked hard on their Non Examined Assessment, writing 

two essays one of 1,000 words and one of 2,000 words. Students studied a range of texts including 

‘The History Boys’ by Alan Bennett, ‘Brick Lane’ by Monica Ali, ‘Small Island’ by Andrea Levy and ‘The 

World’s Wife’ by Carol Ann Duffy. Students should be very proud of their achievements when 

completing this work as it was of the highest standard. 

We would like to wish the year 13 every success in the future and congratulate them on all their hard 

work.  

 TEAMs revision sessions 

As we took to TEAMS for lessons this year, we also decided to utilise the platform for English Club. 

Every week, we have hosted a TEAMS lesson for each year group on Wednesdays after school. We 

have use some excellent OAKs Academy resources to help facilitate three year groups at once. These 

sessions were relatively well received by year 11 during their brief revision phase and we are 

encouraging students in both years 9 and 10 to use this platform to aide their revision. 

Creative Writing Club Online 

Due to the pandemic, we were sadly unable to hold Creative Writing Club in the usual manner this 

year.  Feeling that students still deserved this creative outlet, however, we decided to reimagine the 

group as Creative Writing Club Online.  Microsoft Teams has allowed us to revive the group by 

holding remote meetings for students to learn new skills, share their work and create amazing pieces 

of prose.  Continuing our association with the Young Writers company, we have already had several 

students published since restarting the group in April.  It is our hope to publish an anthology of 

Alleyne’s students’ work by the end of the year. 

 

Entry level English Language 

This year, we have implemented a highly structured literacy intervention for selected year 10 students, 

centred on the Eduqas English Language Entry Level qualification.  Students have gained confidence in 

their written and verbal communication skills through a series assessments, which are specially 

designed to be accessible for those with special educational needs.  Not only has this program secured 

an English Language qualification for these students, it has also enabled them to practise the same 

skills that they will use to pass their GCSE next year.  The response from students has been extremely 

positive and many are looking forward to receiving their distinction in August. 
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SAM Learning 

This year SAM Learning has been more beneficial to students than ever before. SAM Learning has been 

used throughout the year as a tool for revision, support and extra challenge within our department. 

Each half-term students are set a challenge to complete a series of online tasks, tailored to the unit 

they are currently studying within English Literature and English Language. We reward two students 

from Year 9, 10 and 11 each half term with an Amazon gift card for their achievements and 

contributions to SAM Learning. We have ensured that SAM Learning has run throughout the whole 

year so that students could still use the platform and be rewarded during the lockdown period. Every 

week students are sent an email to reveal the leaders of SAM Learning before the winners are 

announced at the end of the half term. Each half term different students have been the SAM Learning 

Champions and last half term, 53 Year 11 students, 27 Year 10 students and 72 Year 9 students took 

part in the challenge. The benefit of this is that students have been able to access their revision both 

in school, and at home, as well as challenge themselves with extra activities and developing their 

independent learning skills.   

World Book Day 

This year’s World Book Day was a great success, with resources being delivered by teachers across year 

groups and subject areas. The main focus for World Book Day this year was a short story writing 

competition, which was submitted to by students from KS4 year groups. This competition was a great 

success, with some brilliant entries from students in Years 9, 10 and 11. A winner and runner up were 

chosen from each year group, and were rewarded with Amazon gift cards. The split between entrants 

was as follows: 12 entrants from Year 9, 8 entrants from year 10 and 6 entrants from year 11. The 

benefit of running competitions like this around events such as World Book Day, is that it encourages 

students to use skills learned in lessons and to use their time to be creative. Several students also took 

the opportunity to create art from books, yielding some fantastic results. 

GCSE Speaking and Listening Extended Contribution 

As part of their GCSE in English Language, all students are required to prepare and give a presentation 

to an audience, as well as responding to questions. Normally, at Alleyne’s, students have completed 

this activity at the end of Year 9 in order that they can focus on their written exams exclusively in Years 

10 and 11. However, due to the lockdown, this year both Years 9 and 10 are currently preparing to give 

their presentations to peers on wide-ranging topics from sexism against female referees in football to 

arguments for organic farming. As usual, the quality of students’ presentations is so far proving high 

and interesting concepts are being discussed by students as a result. A sample of students will be filmed 

for the moderator at the beginning of July. 

As we are aware that we have students struggling with extreme anxiety, or who may find presenting 

difficult due to specific needs, we emailed home this year to ask parents if there were cases where 

students may be better suited to presenting to staff rather than students. Parents of students affected 

really appreciated this email, especially given the effects of lockdown on some of our students. We are 

now able to ensure this is a positive experience for all of our students, helping them to prepare for the 

world of work while not terrifying them! 
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Geography Department  

Geography Department  

This is a report like no other following yet another extraordinary year. As we reflect on how we 

managed these challenges as a department I realised just how much we had to adapt to ensure we 

offered the best support to the students. Like all other departments we had to ensure Year 9 students 

settled in after missing much of their final year at middle school. We had to ensure we supported the 

10’s and 11’s after missing months of their GCSE’s. Then we had to support the 12’s, after not sitting 

their own GCSE’s, in understanding the demands required of them at A level, while also navigating the 

important run in that 13’s required to ensure they were successful at the end of their own A level 

course.    

Teams Teaching 

As part of this year was disrupted by the third lockdown, and we all had to move to a full timetable of 

Teams teaching, new challenges emerged. We had to obviously redesign lessons, plan and produce 

new resources and provide easy to follow remote materials. This was on top of the obvious technical 

ICT issues between home, school and the students. We worked extremely well as a department to not 

only deliver the content required, but also be aware of the student’s well-being, creating tasks and 

challenges that reduced their screen time. These included Year 9 designing their own tropical 

rainforest eco-lodges (see image 1) 

 

Image 1 – A Jenga inspired eco-lodge made out of all natural materials.  

Students in Year 10 meanwhile were asked to field sketch or make their garden look like the aftermath 

of a tropical storm, for which some student went above and beyond (see image 2).  

 

Image 2 – What it would look like if a category 2 tropical storm hit a farm in Stone, Staffordshire 
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While, Year 11 searched their homes for products made in the UK compared to countries in Asia and 

Africa while studying the UK economy topic (see image 3).  

 

Image 3 – UK made products found in a 30 minute period 

Year 9  

We set the Year 9 students a bridging project to help them appreciate the rigours of GCSE moving up 

from the middle schools. We always begin the year with a Baseline assessment and skills based topics, 

but the project allowed them to explore key areas of the subject and develop their geographical skills. 

We asked them to explore events in the news and also consider (as lockdown eased) their local 

environment. This included planning their route to school (See image 4). 

 

Image 4 – Student routes to school as part of their Year 8 to 9 transition project. 

As we end the year we have ensured that knowledge checks have been carried out and we have also 

just completed their mocks based on the topics of ecosystems, tropical rainforests, cold environments 

and urban issues in NEE’s. It will be off the back of these results that we will then have a clear picture 

of the additional support and catch up that this year group require as we head into the new academic 

year.  
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Year’s 10 and 11  

As we returned with both of these cohorts we set them a series of lockdown assessments within the 

first month of the academic year. The purpose of this was to see how well they engaged with the topics 

we set the previous year, while the classes worked from home during the lockdown. These covered 

hot deserts and urban issues in NEEs for Year 10, while Year 11 had assessments on river landscapes 

and resource management. We then used these results to offer further guidance and support in the 

areas of weakness for the students.  

To further support all GCSE year groups we spent extensive time during the summer of 2020, as well 

as time during the early part of the academic year to produce a series of work books (see image 5) that 

supported both our own lessons as well as the revision materials from a website called:  

https://www.internetgeography.net/ 

 

Image 5 – Workbooks we created to support the Year 9, 10 and 11 students on returning from a 

disruptive year in lockdown.  

These were ideal as not only did they complement our lessons and chunk the activities and key areas 

of focus for the students, they also included QR codes that allowed the students to use their smart 

phones to access the specific sections of the Internet Geography website, which corresponded with 

the same areas of the topics to help support their revision and consolidate their learning. These 

booklets were well received by both students and the senior leadership team as a great tool to help 

ease their anxieties of coming back after such a long time out of school. 

In addition, in November we also signed up to allow the Year 11 cohort to attend after school sessions 

to improve their 6 and 9 mark exam technique. We made our own work booklets and revision guides 

to support a webinar provided by Tutor2U.net.  

https://www.internetgeography.net/
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https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/aqa-gcse-9-1-geography-grade-booster-digital-autumn-

2020 

We have also been running afterschool catch up sessions for Year 10 students since March focusing on 

the lost lesson time during the first lockdown. Text messages were sent to all parents and all classes 

informed. It was also raised during the Year 10 parent’s consultation evening to encourage attendance. 

At this time we still have the same 8-10 students attending regularly.  

Finally, we have also set up a specific folder in the school shared area to allow all of the Year 10 

geographers during their gain time from completing the RE course, to access and catch up with any 

work they feel they need to from earlier in the geography course. The purpose of this is that all RE 

classes now take place in ICT rooms allowing the students to access and work through the work they 

have already covered to help consolidate their learning.  

Year 12  

As the first cohort to not sit their actual GCSE’s this group returned feeling very anxious, however we 

have worked closely with them throughout the year to support and ease them into the course, while 

at the same time highlighting to them the key areas of focus, as well as working with them on exam 

technique and expectations of the demands of the course at this level. Again, as usual the cohort 

completed a bridging project before beginning the course, which really helped them understand the 

demands required at this level.  

Year 13 

Much like Year 10 and 11, Year 13 returned to a series of lockdown assessments which focussed on 

the work we carried out in and before lockdown, when they were in Year 12. These covered, tectonic 

hazards, globalisation, coastal landscapes and regenerating places. Again, to support us keeping on top 

of the time lost, this cohort worked through the summer on two projects we set them on the water 

security and superpowers topics.  

This proved vital to allow us to give the students the very best opportunity to plan and carry out their 

NEA fieldwork prior to the second lockdown in November. The students worked exceptionally well in 

much changed arrangements for the NEA. Covid had led us to alter the trip three times from the 

original plan, in which we had planned to take them to study in North Wales. This meant a lot of them 

had to alter and change their proposals drastically, and with restrictions their methodologies were also 

severely affected. However when we went out into Stone and Stafford they worked extremely hard to 

gather the data they could in a very tight timescale.  

TAGs 

We began the support for these by setting up a whole cohort Year 11 Revision group on Teams. This 

became our one stop shop for all their revision needs, including practice materials, tips, revision guides 

and case study examples. We used it to keep them up to date with additional support, such as the 

weekly Tutor2U.net revision videos uploaded on YouTube, starting in February with Tectonic Hazards: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KSoJVBYlOE 

In relation to Year 13 we did the same but contacted them via email with the support materials and 

https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/aqa-gcse-9-1-geography-grade-booster-digital-autumn-2020
https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/aqa-gcse-9-1-geography-grade-booster-digital-autumn-2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KSoJVBYlOE
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let them know of the latest clips to watch to support their revision.  

For both cohorts we set 3 papers which we titled Evidence 1, 2 and 3. I also set up an additional 

Evidence 4 for the A Level as we had time to do this.  

These were marked in line with the 2019 grade boundaries for the papers they corresponded to, rather 

than the overall boundaries which took into account assessment criteria they were not being tested 

on. Then we used these results alongside the mock papers from Christmas for both year groups, as 

well as the lockdown assessments for Year 11 and the NEAs for Year 13.  

Other information  

Once again we accommodated a trainee teacher from Keele University. He was a great addition to the 

team, bringing great ideas and contemporary topical knowledge to his lessons. He helped support the 

catch up lessons, taught at both KS4 and KS5 and showed passion and commitment to teach at the 

highest standard.  

Revision guides have also been set up for purchase via Parent Pay for both the Year 9 and 10 cohort 

ahead of their mock exams and again during the parent’s consultation evenings, everyone was 

reminded about these as well as a text message being sent home to all parents.  

We also have early plans for a cross curricular art competition to aid enrichment for A Level students. 

This will include the potential to create a climate change mural in the corridor outside the geography 

classrooms, as well as a logo design competition for our new geography club of the next academic 

year.  

The next Iceland is still booked for October of 2021, and while we are obviously excited about our 5th 

successful trip, we are well aware that further governmental changes may have to be taken into 

account.  

History Department  

Throughout another challenging academic year, the History Department has strived to continue to 

provide high quality learning opportunities for our students. 

Year 9 

History continues to be a very popular subject with 144 students studying the subject in our current 

Year 9. Our Year 9 students have completed their study of our first topic of WWI. This year, we 

reviewed our teaching of this topic to include extracts from Vera Brittain’s ‘Testament of Youth’ in an 

attempt to provide students with more personal accounts from the time.  

We submitted entries to the Western Front Association’s annual competition on the theme of ‘A Letter 

to the Unknown Warrior’. The winner had her work published on their website and in their newsletter. 

It was a really moving piece of work. 
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Year 10 

130 pupils study History in Year 10. We have managed to minimise the disruption caused to their 

learning in lockdown by finding time in lessons to revisit the work completed at home.  However, this 

has come at a cost to curriculum time; we are hoping that the government will soon clarify plans for 

Summer 2022 entry requirements so that we can plan effectively for their final year of study. 

Fortunately, even if no adjustments are made, the three-year approach to GCSEs at Alleyne’s should 

mean that we are provided with enough teaching time to complete the course satisfactorily. 

As part of our work on diversifying the curriculum, Year 10 recently completed work on the Stonewall 

riots and subsequent Gay Rights movements in 1960s America. This was well received by our classes. 

Year 11 

Year 11 were, on the whole, an absolutely excellent year group. We had 149 students complete the 

History GCSE. Staff always use common assessments and students sat a whole two-hour past paper as 

part of their mocks before Christmas. At the recent taster days, 31 students attended the History 

sessions for A Level. We believe that the majority of these will be returning to Alleyne’s; it is great to 

see so many of our students keen to continue their historical education.  

Year 12  

The current Year 12 were engaged with their learning over lockdown. Attendance to online lessons 

was excellent and all students completed all assignments set. Through staff efforts to provide 

meaningful work and the great response of our students, we have hopefully minimised some of the 

disruption caused by the recent lockdown. At the time of writing, students are completing their end of 

year exams which will provide us with further information on their progress. 
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Year 13 

Our Year 13 class was a group full of great individuals who have been enjoyable to teach. Some faced 

significant personal challenges over the course and lockdown but the Department worked hard to 

liaise with pastoral staff and home to provide as much support as possible. Through this highly 

personalised approach, we are hopeful that we have generated evidence to justify the awarding of a 

fair and robust set of grades this summer, but which are also an accurate reflection of the abilities of 

our students. 

Maths Faculty  

Looking forward to September, we hope to be back to normal, and although the teaching of GCSE is a 

couple of weeks behind where we would have been without Covid, we are still confident that we can 

finish the course in plenty of time, allowing for revision and Targeted Boosters for grades 5, 7 & 9. 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)  

The Department  

Our Language Department has certainly suffered during the pandemic and lockdown as the learning 

and teaching of foreign languages rely heavily on interaction, communication and socialisation with 

the development of speaking skills. Developing French and Spanish speaking skills through online 

teaching has been a real challenge for lower school students (hence the decision by Ofqual to adopt a 

speaking endorsement for GCSE); at the same time it has developed confidence and ideas for our Sixth 

Formers who gained confidence with communication through Microsoft Breakout Rooms. 

Our students usually explore and develop languages through trips abroad. As all those activities have 

been interrupted for the time being, the Department has been on a standby. Equally we were not able 

to host our French and Spanish plays in February 2021 and all after school workshops were cancelled.  

So the Department started in September 2020 with two groups in Year 9 French and one in Spanish; 

One group in Year 10 French and one group in Spanish. We have two groups in Year 11 French and one 

group in Spanish. Our French GCSE cohort last year was really good and this allowed us to reopen this 

year a Year 12 group. Overall our students are dynamic and enthusiastic. Most of all, they adore 

learning any cultural aspects of both French and/or Spanish. 

MFL Enrichment: 

We always start the year with a Year 9 book cover competition for both French and Spanish- this is 

always very popular even though it is not compulsory. Here is some of our students’ work for French 

and Spanish: 
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During the lockdown and the online learning, I organised another competition for both French and 

Spanish students in Year 9 and Year 10; the competition was based on Festivals and Celebrations during 

Christmas and Easter times where students had to complete a poster.  

Aston University ran online language conferences. Our Sixth Form students took part in two of them, 

which they found very informative and inspiring for further studies with languages at university. 

A student’s comment was: “I would recommend it to people who are interested in studying languages 
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in Higher Education because I learnt a lot into the different routes you can take into Higher Education 

and after.” 

One of our Sixth Formers completed the online application to be able to watch a conference 

organised by Routes Into Languages during lockdown. Here are her comments:  

“I watched the conference today, and I really enjoyed it! I especially liked to hear about Mrs Davies 

work at the Foreign office. The French lecture was also quite good but it was a bit harder to 

understand (Emmanuel's accent sounds a lot different than yours, miss). Thank you so much Madame 

for the resource.”  

In June and July 2021, I will be organising some Master Sessions for both French and Spanish 

students from Year 9 and Year 10 groups after school. The sessions will cover advanced language and 

explore cultural aspects through translation of authentic materials. They will give our students an 

insight of higher GCSE and a flavour to A Level. If these sessions are popular, the Department will 

organise further events. 

The French and Spanish after school clubs for Year 11 have been running since October 2020. From 

May half term we have welcomed all Year 10 students and the number of pupils are increasing.  

Plans:  

We are hoping to reopen the workshops after school for both languages where students can 

experience French and Spanish cuisine and we can liaise with the Catering Department. 

We are waiting for the green light from Entrust for the French Exchange to start again and make links 

with the Limousin region. 

We are planning a Spanish trip and we are also waiting for Entrust to be able to travel abroad. 

We would like to share a trip to Paris with the History Department and our Sixth Formers. 

Physical Education  

Due to COVID restrictions and guidance there has been no opportunities for our usual programme of 

extra-curricular activities at competitive level in the last year.  We have managed to play 2 cricket 

fixtures for year 9 in the County Cup and 2 fixtures for year 10 in the County Cup. Both won their 

quarter-final matches, but both then lost at the semi-final stage. 

RE and Social Sciences Department  

Year 9 

During the Year, all Year 9 have started their studies in GCSE RE and also with 2 groups in Health and 

Social Care.  Within the RE curriculum they have started with the study of two philosophical issues and 

enjoyed the experience of increasing their awareness of Buddhist Beliefs and Practices.  Progress will 

be assessed in the Summer 2 Half Term assessments with relevant support offered where required.  

Within Health and Social Care students have completed Component 1 of the course where students 

have learnt about Human Development across the life stages and the various issues that individuals 
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may face and the support they may receive within the Health and Social Care sector.  Students have 

also shown their appreciation of workers within the Health and Social Care sector within the ongoing 

pandemic showing its crucial importance to society. 

Year 10 

Students undertook their mock assessments in RE alongside the Year 11 classes.  The results were 

positive and formed the basis of the teacher assessed grades that followed.  Further assessments took 

place on Buddhism and Relationships to give students further opportunities to add further evidence 

to help in this process.  All students received a 4 week support programme for these topics within their 

lessons.  Students taking Health and Social Care have now completed all internal assessments in 

preparation for their external assessment in Year 11.   

Year 11 

Students taking Health and Social Care completed any remaining internal assessments during the year 

and have also completed internal exam assessment to help inform the grading process.  All student 

work completed for the standards verification process through BTEC was commended on its quality.  

Many students have opted to take subjects within the Faculty in the Sixth Form as Social Science 

continues to grow in popularity.  

Sixth Form 

Year 13 have completed their A Levels in Sociology and Psychology culminating in a number of 

assessment opportunities to supplement their Mock Exams from December.  They have also been a 

series of internal coursework and external exams that were sat in January for the Applied General 

courses.  Results on the external assessments were outstanding and the internal work was verified as 

being at a high standard.  14 students have become the first cohort to complete the Applied Psychology 

course.  In Year 12 we have also launched the Applied Criminology course which has proved popular 

thus far with a large group of 19 students taking the course. 

Science Faculty  

This has been probably the most difficult term for all teachers, and the reason for this has been TAGs. 

Staff have keenly felt the responsibility that lies on our shoulders for assigning a grade that a student 

will carry with them for life, and the gravity of this should they get it wrong, or it not be what the 

student was hoping for. With this in mind, we took the only approach we know how…. a scientific one! 

Our TAG process involved analysing performance trends of students as they progress from Year 10 to 

11 (looking at their Year 10 assessment data), utilising all work completed in high control (i.e. mock 

examination data etc.) and culminated in a set of six assessments (two per discipline). We aimed to 

keep the control of these assessments as strict and high as possible, with the majority of students 

completing them within a very narrow time window. At GCSE level, the data was collated, analysed 

individually for each student and a collaborative decision on the grade was made by the three 

members of teaching staff for every pupil. In addition, the 15 students entered for Triple Science this 

year completed an additional three assessments, which helped to determine their individual subject 

grades. For A level and BTEC courses, it was a similar approach with a number of end point assessments 

completed in strict, high control conditions and collaboration between the two staff members that 
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deliver each subject. As head of department I am incredibly proud of the personal, reflective and 

holistic approach we have taken in the Science faculty to try and provide a fair and deserved outcome.  

 

The biggest impact of bubbles due to COVID restrictions has been the lack of practical work available. 

With the introduction of free movement around the school site this is being phased back in but we are 

still limited by the restrictions on quarantining of equipment (especially goggles) enforced by CLEAPSS. 

Our focus has been to assist the delivery of practical with the A level and BTEC courses as they all have 

components based on the assessment of these laboratory skills, and we have managed with the help 

of our technicians to deliver as much practical experience as possible this last term.  

 

We are disappointed that we are unable to deliver meaningful trips this year, especially those that we 

enjoy on an annual basis (including our links with Chester Zoo, Keele and Manchester University). 

However, a positive to come from COVID restrictions was the impact it has had on former student.  She 

graduated from Alleyne’s in 2013 to go and study Medicine at Keele University, and has continued to 

be a stalwart Alleynian, returning annually to present a Q&A session for aspiring medics in lower 

school. As part of her final year of study to complete her degree she was planning on travelling abroad 

to complete an elective volunteer module, practicing medicine overseas, however, COVID travel 

restrictions limited this and she was forced to come up with a more novel final module proposal. She 

is a keen crafts person and came up with the fabulous idea of crocheting a set of human organs to be 

used as a teaching aid! She completed this craft masterpiece during lockdown and presented it to the 

school Science Department on Tuesday 8th June, where she also delivered an expert lesson on the 

Human Digestive system to 9A. This incredible resource is now housed in Lab 110 (should you ever 

wish to pop in witness her incredible crafting skills) and will be utilised as a teaching aid for years to 

come. We are very grateful to this student who ‘wanted to give something back to Alleyne’s Academy’.  
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Members of the Science department also recently visited both Middle Schools to deliver the baseline 

common assessment tests. This test looks to assess scientific thinking skills including data analysis, 

drawing conclusions, mathematical application skills and evaluation skills. This data is then used in 

collaboration with KS2 data and communication between middle school staff and Alleyne’s to 

determine the Year 9 setting ready for September. The Year 8 students will also be completing their 

Science transition research project this year (the theme is Great British Scientists and Discoveries) and 

bringing them to us in September where the best ones are displayed in the Science corridor.  

 

 


