
History Topics – Autumn Term 

From Thursday 2nd September 

Year 9 

Notes for all topics are available on the shared area. Look down the topic list to identify where you 

are up to. Read and make notes. 

Part one: The causes of the First World War 

 The Alliance System: the Triple Alliance; Franco-Russian Alliance; 

relations between the ‘Entente’ powers; the crises in Morocco (1905 
and 1911) and the Balkans (1908–1909), and their effects on 

international relations. 
 Anglo-German rivalry: Britain and challenges to Splendid Isolation; 

Kaiser Wilhelm’s aims in foreign policy, including Weltpolitik; 
colonial tensions; European rearmament, including the Anglo-

German naval race. 
 Outbreak of war: Slav nationalism and relations between Serbia and 

Austria-Hungary; the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 

Sarajevo and its consequences; the July Crisis; the Schlieffen Plan 
and Belgium; reasons for the outbreak of hostilities and the 
escalation of the conflict. 

Year 10 

Notes for all topics are available on the shared area. Look down the topic list to identify where you 

are up to. Read and make notes. 

Part one: American people and the 'Boom' 

 The ‘Boom’: benefits, advertising and the consumer society; hire 
purchase; mass production, including Ford and the motor industry; 

inequalities of wealth; Republican government policies; stock 
market boom. 

 Social and cultural developments: entertainment, including cinema 
and jazz; the position of women in society, including flappers. 

 Divided society: organised crime, prohibition and their impact on 
society; the causes of racial tension, the experiences of immigrants 

and the impact of immigration; the Ku Klux Klan; the Red Scare and 
the significance of the Sacco and Vanzetti case. 

Part two: Bust – Americans' experiences of the Depression and New Deal 

 American society during the Depression: unemployment; farmers; 
businessmen; Hoover’s responses and unpopularity; Roosevelt's 

election as president. 



 The effectiveness of the New Deal on different groups in society: 
successes and limitations including opposition towards the New Deal 

from Supreme Court, Republicans and Radical politicians; 
Roosevelt's contribution as president; popular culture. 

 The impact of the Second World War: America’s economic recovery; 
Lend Lease; exports; social developments, including experiences of 
African-Americans and women. 

 

Year 11 

Notes for all topics are available on the shared area. Look down the topic list to identify where you 

are up to. Read and make notes. 

You can also prepare for the mocks after October half term; revise your WWI and USA topics using 

your notes or revision guide. 

Part two: The beginnings of change 

 The impact of the Renaissance on Britain: challenge to medical 

authority in anatomy, physiology and surgery; the work of Vesalius, 
Paré, William Harvey; opposition to change. 

 Dealing with disease: traditional and new methods of treatments; 
quackery; methods of treating disease; plague; the growth of 

hospitals; changes to the training and status of surgeons and 

physicians; the work of John Hunter. 
 Prevention of disease: inoculation; Edward Jenner, vaccination and 

opposition to change. 

 

 

 

 


