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Welcome to Alleyne’s Academy:  

Key Stage 4 Options 

Ms K Lockett, Headteacher 

BA Hons, MEd, NPQH 

As you join Alleyne’s Academy in September 2020, you will be starting a very important three years in 
your education.  You will be sitting the majority of your GCSE exams at the end of Year 11 and your 
GCSE RE exam at the end of Year 10.  We aim to give you as much advice and guidance as possible so 
that we can support you in making these important decisions now, ready for your start at Alleyne’s.  
You will, of course, study our core curriculum for most of the time, but it is essential that where you 
have a choice, you make the correct decisions. 
 
The key things that you must consider when making your choices are:  

 Choose subjects that you enjoy, or believe you will enjoy; 
 Choose subjects in which you believe you will be successful; 
 Choose subjects that will help to prepare you for your future.  

 
Discuss your choices with your parents or carers, your teachers and friends.  Read through the booklet 
carefully before making decisions.  Make sure that you attend as many talks as you can on the Options 
Evening  at Alleyne’s on Thursday 12th March 2020. 
 
We at  Alleyne's Academy are committed to providing the best education possible for our students and 
we were very proud of the high attainment at GCSE and positive progress achieved in our Sixth Form  
results in 2019.   Our results this year, at both GCSE and Post 16, were amongst the very best in 
Staffordshire. 
 
Whatever you choose, you will need to work extremely hard during your time at Alleyne’s Academy.  
You must learn to organise your time well and complete all controlled assessment assignments and 
homework on time. We have every faith in you and know that with the support of the school and your 
parents you will be most successful. Please make the most of all of the opportunities on offer to you.  

Ofsted December 2019: “Pupils leave the school not 

only with good GCSE and A Level results, but also as 

well rounded young people.” 
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Introduction 
What does this booklet contain? 
 
 General information about school work at Alleyne’s Academy, the courses available and advice 

about making the right choices  
 Subject information in the form of course outlines  
 An Options Preference Form for completion by students and parents  
 
What does the curriculum offer at Alleyne’s Academy?  
 
 A wide range of courses with different qualifications to suit student learning styles  
 Progression routes towards the Sixth Form and beyond  
 Flexibility in the choice of courses giving opportunities for specialisation and encouraging 

breadth of study  
 Continued opportunity for guidance and support  
 
 
The second half of this guide will give details of the individual courses that we aim to have in place in 
September 2020. 
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The Curriculum 
What will all students study? 

 

You will follow a common curriculum to include:  
• English  
• Mathematics  
• Science  
• Religious Studies  

… to GCSE examination level.  
 

You will also have lessons, but not be examined in:  
• Core Physical Education  
• Personal, Social and Health Education  
• Careers Education, Advice and Guidance 

Which subjects will students have a choice in studying?   
 
The subjects below are offered as qualifications (please refer to Choosing Your Options on page 11):  
 Art: Craft and Design * 
 Art: Graphics * 
 Art: Textiles * 
 Business  
 Computer Science ** 
 Drama  
 French  
 Geography  
 Health & Social Care  
 History  
 Hospitality & Catering  
 IT  
 Music  
 Physical Education  
 Design & Technology 
 Spanish *** 
 

Please note that it is not possible to study all combinations of subjects and that for a variety of reasons a 
subject may be withdrawn.  
 
*  Art, Graphics and Textiles are in the same group so it will only be possible to study one of these subjects. 
 
**  To select Computer Science as an option, you must be in one of the top two sets for Maths. 
 
***  To select Spanish as an option, you must at least be competent in French. 



8 

 
Your end of Year 11 exam target grades will be based on your performance at Key Stage 2.  You should 

consider your own personal ability to cope with a subject, based on this information.  You should    

carefully consider how your teachers have been assessing your work and the advice you have been 

given about ways to further improve.  You will need to be able to cope with expectations and  

demands of each course so think carefully about the amount and type of controlled assessment work, 

project or exam preparation involved. You should also consider how a particular course matches your 

preferred learning style.  

 

Think about what you want to do after Year 11:  

Do you know now what courses or job you would like to do?   

Consider the Level 3 (Sixth form) courses you may like to study. 

 

Sometimes, students are influenced by friendship groups and opt to study a subject without thinking 

about their own potential.  Other students are influenced by past experiences in a subject.                

Remember: these are your choices.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carefully read the course pages in the second half of this booklet. 

Ask your current teachers questions about your suitability for particular courses/types of courses. 

Email k.hewson@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk with questions that you cannot find answers to. 
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What are GCSEs & 
Technical Awards? 

All students will be entered for GCSEs in the Core  
Subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and  
Religious Studies.  Some of these subjects will enter  
students for more than one GCSE qualification.   
Details are available in the course descriptions in this  
booklet.  In addition, many option subjects available lead to 
GCSE qualifications but some are technical award courses. 
Students will follow: 
GCSE subjects awarded on the GCSE 9-1 scale or  
Technical Awards graded Level 2 D*- Level 1 P. 

GCSEs:  
 

GCSE courses are assessed by end of course examinations.  Most of these will take place in the  
summer of Year 11.  Some GCSE courses also involve a controlled assessment component -   
further information is available from Heads of Departments.  It is important to note that controlled  
assessment can happen throughout Years 9 to 11, so students must make sure that they are in 
school and available to take these assessments. 
 

Grades 9 to 1 are available in these GCSE courses. Grade 9 is the highest grade available. 

 
 
Technical Awards: 
 

Technical  Awards are vocational qualifications that are the same as (“equivalent to”) a GCSE  
qualification which students can study as well as GCSEs. Students are assessed for much of the time 
on doing/application rather than knowing, through project-based internal assessments and will  
apply knowledge and skills to practical tasks. Assignments will vary according to the subject, but  
activities will range from designing and making a working product or prototype, to making a short 
film or presenting to others.  
 

There will also be at least one external examination which will complete the qualification. 
 

Grades Level 2 Distinction*, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Pass, Level 1 Distinction, Level 
1 Merit, Level 1 Pass are available in these Technical Award courses (with a few exceptions).  
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Completing the  

Options Preference Form 
We have designed our Options Preference Form to allow students to select from a wide range of  
qualifications for study at Alleyne’s Academy. We also want to ensure that the preferences selected by 
students meet the Government’s expectations of young people as well as the needs of employers,  
universities and colleges. This is achieved through making sure all students acquire a core of essential 
knowledge that is deemed to be important to the next steps that young people take.  
 
Attainment 8  
 

One way that student performance will be measured is by the ‘Attainment 8’ measure.  This uses the 
grades students achieve across a group of subjects.  The measure requires students to complete GCSEs 
in English and Mathematics, at least two in Science and one other from either Geography, History, 
French or Spanish. The final three qualifications can be from a wider range of subjects and qualification 
types including GCSEs and Technical Awards. This will form part of the entry requirements for Alleyne’s  
Academy Sixth Form. 
 
English Baccalaureate  
 

The government is also keen to ensure as many students as possible achieve the English Baccalaureate 
(EBacc).  This is not a qualification in itself, but a measure that recognises where students have secured a 
grade 4/5 or better across the following subjects - English, Mathematics, the Sciences, History or              
Geography, and a Modern Foreign Language (MFL). Consider that if you select at least one Humanity 
and one Modern Foreign Language, (you can opt to study more than one of these), you will be following 
the English Baccalaureate programme of study which includes academic subjects highly valued by the 
Russell Group of universities.  
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Where else can  
information be found? 

Students can help themselves by: 
 
 
 Researching career options online 
 Talking about career ideas with subject teachers and form tutors  
 
 

These websites may provide some useful information: 
 
Government: 
 www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education  

(Department for Education)  
 

 www.qca.org.uk 
(Qualifications and Curriculum Authority) 

 
Examination Boards: 
 http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/by-subject/ 

 
 http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects.html 

 
 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects 

 
 http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/ 

 
Careers Advice: 
 https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx  

(National Careers Service)  
 

 https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/Learning-options-and-careers/Apprenticeships-
university-which-is-best.aspx 
(Staffordshire Learning Options and Careers) 

 

Independent: 
 https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/zdswf4j 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/zdswf4j
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Choosing Your Options  

Students will select preferences from the Compulsory Option and Further Options: 

AND 

Core 

Curriculum 

You 

will 

study: 

GCSE Qualifications: 

 English Language 

 English Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Science (either Combined or 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

 Religious Studies 

Other Core subjects (non exam): 

 

 Games (Core PE) 

 PSHE/CONNECT 

 Careers Guidance 

Compulsory 

Option 

You must 

select at 

least one 

of these 

subjects: 

 French 

 Geography 

 History 

 Spanish 

Students are not limited to only 

one of these subjects; they are all      

available as part of the further      

options 

Further 

Options: 

You must 

select five 

further 

subjects 

and will 

study 

three of 

these: 

 Art : Craft and Design 

 Art: Graphics 

 Art: Textiles 

 Business 

 Computer Science 

 Design & Technology 

 Drama  

 French  

 

 Geography 

 Health and Social Care  

 Hospitality & Catering  

 History  

 IT  

 Music  

 Physical Education  (GCSE) 

 Spanish  

 

AND 
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What support is available to 
help with your decisions? 

End of January/Start of February 2020 - Issue Options Booklets to students 

Mrs Hewson will talk to all Year 8 students to explain the core curriculum, options procedures, things to 
consider when selecting preferences and the timeline for making decisions. 

 

February & March 2020 - Discuss Options Booklets & Plan for Options Evening in PSHE 

Students will have the opportunity to look at the Options Booklet with their teachers in PSHE lessons.  They 
will also be able to draw up a plan for the subject talks that they would like to be able to attend at the 
Options Evening on Thursday 12th March 2020. 

 

Thursday 12th March 2020 from 4.15pm - Options Information Evening (Details, including times, to follow) 

Parents and students will have the opportunity to attend an Information evening regarding the options 
process, courses and qualifications on offer and factors to consider in decision making.  

Members of the Senior Leadership Team will be available and talks will be held by each of the option 
subject areas. 

 

Thursday 2nd April 2020 - Deadline for Options Preference Form 

Students should return their fully completed and signed Options Preference Forms to school.  The forms 
will then be passed on to Alleyne’s Academy.  There is a gap of almost three weeks to ensure that students 
make an informed decision. There is NO advantage to students in returning forms early, but late return 
may affect the range of courses available to them. 

 

Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th June 2020 - Experience Days at Alleyne’s with lessons in preferred options. 

All students will take part at Alleyne’s to meet tutors and experience option subject lessons. 
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What further advice is there? 

 
Take some time to study the information on the following pages.  You will find information on the 
individual courses we are hoping to offer in September 2019.   
 
You need to complete an Options Preference Form which will allow you to indicate the combination 
of options subjects you would prefer to study. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs K Hewson (k.hewson@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk) as soon 

as possible. 

 
This is an important and often difficult decision to make sure that you choose the right options. 
Some points to consider are:  
 
 Have you checked exactly what is available? Read this guide very carefully.  
 What subjects do you like and what are you good at?  
 What subjects or qualifications might be of use in the future?  
 Where can a particular course lead?  
 Have you talked to all the right people? 

Final Information … 
It is essential that all students and parents understand that we cannot guarantee all courses that 
are included on the Options Preference Form at this stage will run.  
 

Where a course is under-subscribed, or resources become unavailable, we may have to withdraw 
the course.  
 

We may have to ask students to reconsider their choices if a course proves to be oversubscribed 
and we are unable to increase staffing or rooming resources, or a particular combination of 
subjects are not available. 
 
Please ensure all preferences made are courses you wish to study, and be prepared to  
reconsider the choices you have made if required. 
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English Language                  Qualification: GCSE   

Why is English Language important? 

 

 To develop the ability to use English as active and informed citizens and be able to speak, 

listen, read and write fluently, appropriately, effectively and critically - for a wide range of 

personal, functional and social purposes.  

 To demonstrate oracy (speaking and listening), reading and writing skills that are 

instrumental in communicating with others confidently, effectively, precisely and  

appropriately 

 To demonstrate proficiency in accessing and retrieving information from a wide range of 

written texts. 

 To develop skills in order to meet their own personal needs as well as the needs of  

employers and further education in order to fully participate in society and the world of 

work 

 

 

Subject Content: 

 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing 

 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing 

 Spoken Language 
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English Literature             Qualification: GCSE  

Why is English Literature important? 
 
 You have the opportunity to read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good     

understanding 
 You will have the opportunity to read in-depth, critically and evaluatively to be able to discuss 

and explain understanding and ideas 
 You will have the opportunity to develop the habit of reading widely and often 
 You will have the opportunity to write accurately, effectively and analytically 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 Shakespeare and Poetry 
 Post-1914 Prose/Drama 
 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry 
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Mathematics               Qualification: GCSE  

Why is Mathematics important? 
 
 
 You will develop logical thinking and problem solving skills that are highly valued by employers 
 Your numeracy skills will enable you to confidently budget and deal with your personal finances 
 You will learn to understand statistics and interpret graphs 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Number 
 Algebra 
 Shape, Space and Measure 
 Data Handling & Probability 
 Problem solving in context 
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Science             Qualification: GCSE  

Why is Science important? 
 
 Science is everywhere, it enables you to understand the universe around you and 

consider the impact scientific development has on all living things.  
 You will develop skills such as obtaining, analysing and evaluating evidence from 

experiments.  
 You will be able to consider the ethics behind scientific research and consider the impact on 

society.  
 Science also develops many valuable and transferable skills such as problem solving, 

literacy, numeracy and ICT. 
 

Biology 
 
 Cell biology 
 Organisation 
 Infection and response 
 Bioenergetics 
 Homeostasis and response 
 Inheritance, variation and evolution 
 Ecology 

 
 
Chemistry 
 
 Atomic structure and the periodic table 
 Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 
 Quantitative chemistry 
 Chemical changes 
 Energy changes 
 The rate and extent of chemical change 
 Organic chemistry 
 Chemical analysis 
 Chemistry of the atmosphere 
 Using resources 

Physics 
 
 Forces 
 Energy 
 Waves 
 Electricity 
 Magnetism and electromagnetism 
 Particle model of matter 
 Atomic structure 
 Materials and  Components 

Course:   Combined Science Trilogy   
  or 
  Biology , Chemistry and Physics  
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Religious Studies                              Qualification: GCSE  

Why is Religious Studies important? 
 
 You will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth. 
 You will gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. 
 You develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract 

ideas, leadership and research skills. 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 The study of Christianity and Buddhism:  beliefs, teachings and practices 
 Thematic studies 

 Religion and life 
 Religion, Peace and Conflict 
 Religion, crime and punishment 
 Religion, human rights and social justice 
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PSHE/CONNECT 

All students will continue to follow a programme which is designed to develop their 
confidence as individuals and as members of the community.  The course gives students the  
opportunity to develop and show qualities which will be valued in the adult society into which they will 
shortly move e.g. responsibility, reliability, self-discipline, the ability to communicate with others, and 
show concern for others.  Alleyne’s Academy is committed to ensuring students develop skills outside 
the classroom to help them to become well-rounded citizens.  Engagement in the full PSHE/CONNECT 
programme helps them to achieve this.  
 
A wide variety of topics are dealt with including health, sex education, substance abuse,  
communication skills, road safety, the understanding and development of relationships, how to study, 
our place in the community, ways of helping others and citizenship.  Some of these issues are  
delivered by expert visiting speakers.  
 
PSHE lessons are delivered through tutor time and the CONNECT programme and a series of  
curriculum days devoted to PSHE/CONNECT, in assemblies and throughout the taught curriculum.  
 
Students have the opportunity to review their progress, write down their achievements and assess 
their personal qualities and skills. 
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This core subject is concerned with both the physical and social development of the student.  It aims to 

continue the development of those skills which produce coordinated and effective body movements, 

the development of an awareness of oneself and others, self-discipline and co-operation with others.  

 

 

The programme of activities covered will include the chance to try new activities like squash,  

table-tennis, volleyball or basketball.   

 

 

Throughout Years 9 to 11 emphasis is placed upon the need for continued physical activity as part of a 

healthy life style, and students are encouraged to seek enjoyment from their lessons as well as learning 

new skills. We encourage students to take responsibility for their own decisions as part of activities. 

 

 

The subject also aims to provide maximum opportunity for competitive sports, increasing opportunities 

for participation, organisation and leadership. Students are encouraged to further their development by 

joining extra-curricular open clubs and the school teams. 
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Why choose Art: Craft and Design? 

 

 To develop formal and practical artistic skills in a range of media 

 To develop conceptual skills alongside the ‘creative process’ 

 To combine traditional and contemporary aspects of art and the wider world 

 To learn about and research subjects (themes) that can include popular culture, 

society, history, environment, religion, current affairs and politics 

 To prepare you for future careers in the vast world of Art and Design  

 

 

Subject Content: 

 

 Development of a portfolio of work and moderator’s exhibition 

 Research other artists, art movements and cultures 

 Explore and develop formal art skills in a range of media 

 Develop, explore and experiment, creatively, with the use of a range of media and materials 

 Develop ideas based on a theme taken from the world around us  

 

In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Display technical and creative skills in a range of two and three dimensional art media 
 Research, understand and show influence from other artists, art movements and  

cultures 
 Explore art media creatively and expressively, combining 

this with your skills based, technical work 
 Develop extensive portfolio projects that  develop ideas 

and lead towards a conclusion that realises intentions  
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Why choose Art: Graphics? 
 
 Graphic Designers are creative, innovative and able to communicate to a wide variety of target 

audiences using a range of techniques  
 Graphic Design students will explore and develop a range of key skills, supporting and 

developing a full understanding of a creative subject area 
 Traditional drawing skills provide the foundation for computer aided design 
 
 
 
 
Subject Content 
 
 Communication graphics  
 Design for print  
 Advertising  
 Multi-media  
 Illustration  
 Interactive design  
 Package design  
 Signage  
 Typography  
 
 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Be creative 
 Have an ability to hand draw with confidence, but also be prepared to use some IT design  

programs 
 Appreciate that there is coursework content as well as an external exam. Both involve hand 

drawing/art and design skills 
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Art: Textiles            Qualification: GCSE 

Why choose Art: Textiles? 

 

 Textiles students design clothing and fashion for clients and consumers. 

 Textiles students use of a range of fashion design techniques, materials and tools: 

 Art and Design skills 

 Pattern cutting, garment construction and sewing skills 

 Properties of fabrics, together with consideration of sustainable materials, recycling 

and ethical manufacture 

 Accessory design and illustration on fabrics. 

 Textile students demonstrate an awareness of the current fashion market trends, the role of 

fashion designers and the history of  textiles art. 

 

 

Subject Content: 

 

 Develop creative and imaginative capabilities when exploring and making products 

 Explore the properties of colour, texture and light 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of textiles art in historical and contemporary contexts 

and cultures 

 Actively engage in the creative process of textiles art in order to develop as effective and  

independent learners 

 Become confident in taking risks and learn from experience when exploring and  

experimenting with ideas, materials and techniques  

 

 

In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Be creative  in your  design and practical skills 
 Acquire and develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media, materials, 

techniques, processes and technologies 

 Investigate, develop and research design ideas to produce art textiles portfolios 

 Develop review and evaluation skills 
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Why choose Business? 
 
 Develop your knowledge and skills relevant to the business world. 
 Apply knowledge and skills to real life businesses in order to evaluate how these operate      

effectively. 
 Understand the importance of key business topics such as marketing, finance and human         

resources. 
 Investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities and issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Business in the real world 
 Influences on Business 
 Business Operations 
 Human Resources 
 Marketing 
 Finance 
 
 
 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Have a thirst for knowledge about the business world around you 
 Be able to make decisions and choose the best option for a business, using given scenarios 
 Seek out real life examples that can be discussed in class 
 Engage in discussion with peers in order to share knowledge and ideas 
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Why choose Computer Science? 
 
 Focus on the well-established methodologies of computing, alongside the technological advances 

which make it such a dynamic subject. 
 Apply fresh features including a computational thinking exam to provide an academically 

challenging programme of study. 
 Choose from a range of programming languages for non-exam assessment, enabling us to tailor 

the specification to the strengths of our students. 
 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 Fundamentals of algorithms 
 Programming 
 Fundamentals of data representation 
 Computer systems 
 Fundamentals of computer networks 
 Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society 
 Cyber security 
 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Enjoy the challenges associated with data 

based subjects such as Maths, Physics 
and Chemistry 

 Have a desire to learn more about how 
computers and networks  
actually work and how they are  
implemented and used in ‘the real world’ 

 Understand a variety of algorithms and be able to manipulate these to program your own  
projects 
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Design & Technology            Qualification: GCSE 

Why choose Design & Technology? 
 
 Design & Technology students will have the opportunity to design and make exciting and 

innovative products using a range of materials and techniques. 
 You will be able to use CAD/CAM facilities including Sublimation and Laser Cutting 
 An awareness and understanding of sustainability and environmental impact. 
 Research and communication skills become an integral part of the Design & Technology student’s 

skills and attributes. 
 
 
 
Subject Content includes: 
 
 New and emerging technologies 
 Energy generation and storage 
 Developments in new materials 
 Systems approach to designing 
 Materials and their working properties 
 Using and working with materials 
 Specialist techniques and processes 
 Communication of design ideas 
 Prototype development 
 
 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Have a flair design and practical work using hand tools 
 Understand that 50% of the course content is extensive written work 
 Appreciate that your lessons will be split between written theory work, IT computer design work 

and hand practical skills 
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Drama                 Qualification: GCSE  

Why choose Drama? 

 

 You will develop your confidence and presentation skills ready to compete in a 

competitive 21st Century workplace.  

 The subject develops vital skills which are essential and looked on favourably by a range of career 

pathways from the theatre itself to journalism, management, human resources and teaching.  

 You will work as an actor, director and designer.  

 You will have the opportunity to work both independently and as part of a group.  

 There is a balance between written work and practical assessment.  

 

 

Subject Content: 

 

 Understanding Drama: study of a set play and analysis of a live theatre production. 

 Devising Drama: research, collaboration, devising, performance, review.  

 Texts in Practice: interpretation and performance of a script.  

 Design option (in addition to performing): lighting, sound, make-up, costume   

 

In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Perform on stage in front of peers  

 Spend time learning  lines 

 Spend time outside of lessons 

rehearsing  

 Produce extended pieces of writing to 

accompany practical coursework  

 Work as a member of a group 
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Why choose French? 
 
 You will develop a skill which is for life and most likely to be useful in your future 

career and social/family life. 
 You will develop an awareness of foreign cultural knowledge whilst developing your language skills 
 You will be able to use IT facilities to perfect all language skills and especially develop your 

listening comprehension 
 You will have the opportunity to join the Staffordshire-Limousin French Exchange and make  

lifelong friends 
 You will have the opportunity to join national competitions (eg a film review competition) 
 You will take part in extracurricular workshops to practise the French language with other subjects 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Identity and culture 
 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
 Current and future study and employment 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Produce 90-150 word essays in French 
 Speak with confidence in French in front of the class and for the exam  
 Transfer English grammatical skills into French sentence structures 
 Work individually, with a partner or in groups 
 Invest time in vocabulary learning 
 Build resilience  
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Why choose Geography? 
 
 The subject is perfect for anybody who has a genuine curiosity about the world’s places, people 

and environments 
 It is perfect for those who like to ask questions and search for answers 
 It allows you to get out of the classroom and explore geographical issues through 

fieldwork  
 It allows you to explore local, regional and global issues  
 You will improve key abilities such as problem solving, decision making and the ability to think 

more independently  
 It allows you to discover human, physical and environmental geographical relationships  
 You will develop your communication, organisation and analytical skills 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Living with the physical environment 
 Challenges in the human environment 
 Geographical applications 
 Geographical skills 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Have confidence to justify your ideas and come to valid conclusions on issues we discuss 
 Demonstrate good numerical and statistical skills  
 Have the ability to read maps and use co-ordinates with confidence 
 Develop literacy skills to understand and use key terminology appropriately 
 Work well independently and as part of a team to successfully complete fieldwork 
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 Health and Social Care 
           Qualification: Technical Award 

Why choose Health and Social Care? 
 
 Students explore health, social care and early years provision at both national level and within 

their local community 
 An understanding of how an individual’s needs can be met through collaboration is 

explored 
 Personal development is studied to enable students to feel confident about themselves and their 

relationships with others 
 Students will develop skills which enable positive communication to individuals with a range of 

health and social care needs. 
 
Subject content 
 
 Care needs of major client groups 
 Types of care services 
 Ways of obtaining care services and barriers to 

access 
 Careers in Health and Social Care and  

Early Years  services 
 Care Values 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Meet deadlines for assessment on internal assessed pieces of work that contribute to final grade 
 Be able to apply knowledge from lessons to a range of vocational contexts 
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Why choose History? 
 
 History encourages learners to become curious, to develop their own opinions based on a respect 

for evidence, and to build a deeper understanding of the present by engaging with and questioning 
the past. 

 History brings people together by presenting events and issues that learners will find fascinating 
and that will stimulate a desire to explore the similarities and differences between people’s lives in 
the past and their own lives now. 

 GCSE History deepens pupils’ knowledge and understanding of past events by encouraging them to 
engage in historical enquires and to consider how the past is interpreted in different ways.  

 Students will engage with historical sources to enhance their knowledge of the past. 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 America 1920 - 1973 
 Conflict and Tension 1894 - 1918 
 Britain, Health and The People 1000 - Present Day 
 Elizabethan England 1568 - 1603 
 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Read and evaluate source material 
 Be prepared to work at developing essay writing skills 
 Revise independently for all tests, including class assessments 
 Meet homework deadlines  
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Hospitality and Catering      

                                        Qualification: Technical Award 

Why choose Hospitality & Catering? 
 
 Inspires and enthuses students to consider being more than just a patron 
 Students have the opportunity to develop food preparation and cooking skills and learn about 

issues related to nutrition and food safety 
 Students have the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the hospitality 

and catering sector, developing a range of specialist and general skills that would support  
progression to employment. 

 Students have the opportunity to develop transferable skills such as problem solving and time 
management. 

 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Students apply their learning to safely prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes.  
 Explore the understanding and skills required for proficiency in planning, preparing, cooking and 

finishing a range of food products 
 Investigate the structure and different aspects of the hospitality and catering industry and  

analyse job requirements within the hospitality and catering industry 
 Investigate personal attributes necessary to work successfully including team work. 
 Discover aspects of health and safety in the hospitality and catering industry., including  

reviewing different areas of food safety law. 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Have an interest in the structure and working operations of the Hospitality 

and Catering industry 
 An appreciation of the importance of food and good nutrition 
 Be prepared to learn and apply practical skills within a busy kitchen  

environment 
 Act in a safe manner within a working kitchen environment,  

demonstrating good practices in health and safety and food hygiene 
 Produce extended written and practical work  for assignment briefs,  

working to set deadlines and for examination questions 
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Information Technology (IT)  

           Qualification: Technical Award 

Why choose IT? 
 
 Inspires and enthuses students to become technology savvy 
 Gives students the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the IT sector 
 Allows students to explore the fundamentals of technology 
 Allows students to gain the practical skills, knowledge and understanding to design, make and 

review IT systems and creative technology products 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Explore digital tools and technologies used by organisations and their suitability 
 Investigate issues with operating online  
 Explore how organisations collect, manipulate and use data to provide information  
 Research planning tools and techniques, putting them into practice to solve IT specific problems  
 Implement the Project Life Cycle to perform data import and management tasks and develop a 

data analysis and handling solution to meet client requirements 
 Digital safety and security measures for individuals and businesses 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Be someone who enjoys using technology to solve various 

problems – not just for gaming! 
 Meet various coursework deadlines and aim for the  

highest possible grades in all areas 
 Understand that using technology brings many advantages 

and disadvantages, and use that knowledge to select the 
most appropriate hardware and/or software to satisfy a 
given brief  

 Have a working knowledge of application software, similar 
to but not exclusive to the Office suite 
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Music            Qualification: GCSE  

Why choose Music? 
 
 Designed to cater for a wide range of interests, instruments, personalities and 

directions in music 
 You will have the opportunity to perform and complete work on your own instrument 
 You will develop an awareness of music from other cultures 
 Music will give you the opportunity to be creative.  
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Performance on chosen instrument 
 Composition 
 Ensemble performance 
 Listening and appraising music 
 Aural recognition of unheard music.  
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Perform both as a soloist, and in a group in front of others 
 Compose music by yourself (although others can help you play it) 
 Invest time practising your instrument(s) and working on your compositions for homework 
 Be open to listening and learning from all styles and genres of music 
 Produce work to meet deadlines 
 
  



41 

     

Why Choose GCSE Physical Education 
 
 If you have a proven practical ability in sport 
 If you enjoy involvement in sport 
 If you are thinking of a future career in sport or as a preparation for Sport/PE at Level 3 
 You will be provided with the opportunity to understand how and why you are able to be           

successful in physical activity by studying the theory behind practical performance 
 
Subject Content 
 
 Applied anatomy and physiology 
 Movement analysis 
 Physical training 
 Use of data 
 Sports psychology 
 Socio-cultural influences 
 Health, fitness and well-being  
      
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Be prepared to spend time practising in order to demonstrate a high level of skill/technique in at 

least 3 different sports (at least one game and one individual activity) 
 Participate in a fully competitive environment 
 Be prepared to learn in a classroom environment to develop the knowledge and understanding of 

theoretical topics 
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Extra-Curricular 

Sport At 

Alleyne’s Academy 
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 GCSE 

Why choose Spanish? 
 
 You will develop a skill which is for life and most likely to be useful in your future 

career and social/family life 
 You will increase your understanding of another culture 
 You will expand your employability in Great Britain and abroad  
 You will develop your knowledge of Hispanic films, festivals and gastronomy 
 You will have the opportunity to develop your confidence and be open-minded 
 
 
 
 
Subject Content: 
 
 Identity and culture 
 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
 Current and future study and employment 
 
In order to be successful in this subject you will need to: 
 
 Produce 90-150 word essays in Spanish 
 Speak with confidence in Spanish in front of the class and for the exam  
 Transfer English grammatical skills into Spanish sentence structures 
 Work individually, with a partner or in groups 
 Invest time in vocabulary learning 
 Build resilience  
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Contacts 

If there is anything that you do not understand at any stage during your option choice  
decision-making then get in touch and discuss your problem with the most suitable person from the  
following:  
 
Queries about overall choice and/or subject combinations:  
 

Mrs K Hewson (Assistant Headteacher, Curriculum) k.hewson@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
 
 
Queries about the effects of your choice on Post-16 courses and further education possibilities:  
 

Mr R Haydon (Assistant Headteacher Responsible for 6th Form)  r.haydon@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
 
Queries about Careers:  
 

Mrs J Kemp (Careers and Participation Service)  (janet.kemp@entrust-ed.co.uk) 
Ms M Justice (Assistant Headteacher Responsible for Careers)  m.justice@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 

 
Queries about individual subjects:  
 

Art: Art and Design         
Drama     Mr S Butler   s.butler@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Music 
Business Studies        
Computer Science   Mr S Eldershaw  s.eldershaw@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
IT 
Art: Graphics        
Design & Technology       Mr P Marsh   p.marsh@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Art: Textiles 
Hospitality & Catering  Mrs T Stenson  t.stenson@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
English         Mrs A Graham   a.graham@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
French/Spanish       Mrs V Durand   v.durand@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Geography        Mr S Blood    s.blood@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Health and Social Care       
RE      Mr R Haydon   r.haydon@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
History         Mrs J Davies  r.farnworth@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Mathematics       Ms M Justice   m.justice@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
PSHE         Miss N Harris  h.broadist@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk  
PE                 Mr S Powell   s.powell@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
Science         Mrs R Eldershaw  r.eldershaw@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 
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