
Student, Parent/Carer Update 
 
Dear Student, Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope that you and your family are well and thank you so much for your tremendous patience and 
support since March and the start of the lock down.  I also hope that the in school sessions for Year 
10 and 12 and the interactive remote tutorials for Year 9 and 10 are working well for students and 
are supporting the existing on line learning.  Any problems with the remote learning please let me 
know.  Government guidance has now been published on July 4 that sets out guidance for whole 
school reopening in September; hurrah I hear many of you say!  I do understand that many of you 
will be nervous about the full reopening and some students will be returning to school who have 
suffered greatly during the lock down, with some families in our area suffering very sad losses as a 
result of Covid 19.  My heart goes out to you.  We at Alleyne’s will support the young people in our 
care both educationally and emotionally, their wellbeing is our highest priority. 
 
The published document by the Government is accessible using the link below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-
schools?fbclid=IwAR2R4Ea7x7TLSjXqEJ6CZXKiUh2DhjBneX8jwlg2AcJcfuln3Czl-1XTekA#section-2-
school-operations 
 
With just two weeks to go before the end of term we are setting about the mammoth task of 
planning for whole school reopening in September, however we will be continuing to plan over the 
Summer holidays and I have every confidence that we will be ready for the start of term.  I do ask 
that students and parents understand that school will be yet another different form of “normal”.  
There are many changes and adaptations that we need to make in order to comply with the 
Government guidance and ensure that our students and staff are safe.  I will expect 100% support 
and cooperation from students.  At this time when health may be at risk there is no room for 
deviation from the rules and procedures that will be put in place.  I would also ask for your patience.  
Some of our students will not have been in school for nearly six months, given that we have had 9 
weeks of holiday time.  Obviously all students will have worked at a different rate whilst in 
lockdown; it is going to take some time for teachers to be able to get a clear picture of students’ 
strengths and weakness with regards to the work set during the school partial closure and then to 
plan in order for all students to reach their potential.  I do think that students at Alleyne’s are at an 
advantage not only because we have fantastic teachers and support staff but also because we do a 
three year GCSE, so we have had, and will have, more time to cover the content.  Please rest assured 
I have very high aspirations for the students at Alleyne’s and I have every confidence we will be able 
to maintain our excellent track record of GCSE, A level and vocational qualification results at the 
same time as nurturing our students at this difficult time. 
 
September 2020 whole school reopening 
 
We are still at the planning stage and things may be subject to change however there are some 
points that I would like to share with you now in order to keep you all in the loop. 
 
School Opening and getting to school Y9-13 

 Tuesday September 1 School will be open to Year 9 and Year 12 for induction.  Normal 
school arrival timings. We will stagger the times that students leave site, 
 

 Year 10   3.00 pm 
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 Year 9     3.05 pm 
 Year 11 and Sixth Form   3.10 pm 

 

 Each year group will be told which door they must use to leave their zone and get to 
their designated exit gate.  This will also give year 9 time to walk around the site 
from the front gate if they need to catch a bus at the back of school. 
 
 

 Wednesday September 2 school will be open for all students Years 9-13.  Normal school 
arrival timings. We will stagger the times that students leave site, 
 

 Year 10   3.00 pm 
 Year 9     3.05 pm 
 Year 11 and Sixth Form   3.10 pm 

 

 Each year group will be told which door they must use to leave their zone and get to 
their designated exit gate.  This will also give year 9 time to walk around the site 
from the front gate if they need to catch a bus at the back of school. 

 

 If students can, they should walk or cycle to school.  If they catch public buses they must 
wear a face mask/covering.  If they catch a school bus they should try to sit with students 
from the same year group and sanitise hands on entry to the bus (bus drivers will organise 
seating). They may wish to wear face coverings. 

 Government guidance states that there is no requirement for students to wear face 
coverings in school, they interfere with communication and give a false sense of security. 

 School start and finish time will remain the same: 8.45 start and 3.10 finish. 

 Each year group will enter by a different gate to reduce contact and congestion.  Year 9 will 
enter by the front gate, Year 10 by the gate on the “Cage” (I prefer to call it the old tennis 
court area!) Year 11 by the back gate and sixth form via the gate on the staff car park.  Sixth 
form to park on the sports hall carpark please. 

 There must be no waiting for friends or congregating around the school entrances.  The aim 
is to cut down contact and keep year groups mixing to an absolute minimum. 

 Students should go immediately to the room for their first lesson. 

 The government have made it clear that attendance is compulsory from September and the 
normal rules for attendance will be back in force.  

 If anyone in your family exhibits signs of Covid 19 (new continuous cough, high temperature, 
change in taste and smell) you must not send your child to school instead seek tests for the 
whole family; self-isolation is then vital whilst awaiting results and then follow Government 
guidance. 

 If students are self-isolating we will send work home for them in the same way as we are 
doing now. 

 Should we experience a Covid-19 outbreak in school, we have clear guidance on what we 
should do.  If we have to close the school or close to a certain year group we will ensure that 
those students not in school will receive remote learning and teaching. 

 Year 12 and Year 13 will, if possible, be allowed to study from home during some of their 
independent study periods as long as they maintain full attendance at lessons.  Mr Haydon 
will provide more information on this at the start of term.  If students use the school bus 
system they will be able to complete their independent study in school. 

 
What will happen once the students are in school? 



 Students must bring with them their own equipment i.e. pens, pencils, ruler, calculator, 
compass and other mathematical equipment, coloured pens, etc; these cannot be shared 
amongst students. 

 Students must not share anything with friends in school; this includes drinks, food and 
equipment. 

 The aim is that year groups mix as little as possible (although some low risk mixing like 
walking to school, going to the sports centre, will be unavoidable).  Students from different 
year groups passing on corridors will be unavoidable in a secondary school but is considered 
low risk.  This is an aspect we are trying to minimise. 

 There will be more double lessons timetabled in order to minimise group movement. 

 We will endeavour to keep students from different year groups using the same toilet blocks 
at the same time to a minimum (Government guidance is that there is no need to allocate 
specific toilet blocks to year groups) by having separate breaks and lunches.  We also 
reiterate that other for medical reasons students do not ask to use toilets in lesson time; this 
will help us to minimise mixing. 

 Exercise books can be taken home, handouts can be used and books can be shared in 
lessons but we will limit this and use common sense about hygiene and sanitisation. 

 There will be practical lessons in science, design and technology, art, catering, textiles, but 
they will be limited and less than normal as all equipment has to be sanitised after use or 
not used for 72 hours. 

 PE lessons will be different as there can be no contact sport so students need to keep an 
open mind about new activities as we can see the real importance of physical activity.  Now 
may be the time to see if you like to keep fit in different ways!  

 Hand washing, sanitisation of hands and work areas, respiratory hygiene and maintaining 
distance if possible will be frequently reinforced in school.  Please also reinforce the 
importance of this at home, including as students are travelling to and from school. 

 Students must maintain a minimum of a 1m distance from any member of staff at all times. 
Staff also have to social distance from each other. 

 Students will mainly work in year group zones.  The students will work out of these areas in a 
limited amount if situations for instance for some practical subjects where rooms will be 
cleaned after each groups’ use, including equipment. 

 Staff and students will be involved in maintaining good hygiene including sanitising work 
areas; this is for the good of everybody so please cooperate when you are asked to clean a 
table.  We will all be doing these tasks in school. 

 Each year group will have a separate break and lunch time.  The only areas that Y9-Y11 
students will be able to use are the dining room and the field whilst it is not wet and the 
“cage” if field is out of use. 

 Students will not be allowed to touch each other or play sport or games I am afraid at lunch 
or break.  This social time will be closely supervised.  Students must not touch members of 
staff.  Any students who is unable to maintain these rules will have to remain under close 
supervision inside school. 

 Catering will be on site only and students will be able to purchase lunch but you may prefer 
to bring a packed lunch and water which is absolutely fine.  

 Catered lunches and packed lunches will all be eaten in year groups in the same designated 
areas. 

 Sixth form will not use the main dining room and will purchase food, if required, from the 
catering facility in the sixth form area.  We are expanding the social/work area for sixth form 
students so it will include the whole of the sixth form block, back staff room, S1 and the attic 
room.  We will assess the use of space in September.  



 We have a designated first aid area for any student or member of staff who exhibits Covid 
19 symptoms.  Parents will be called (of students not staff!) in order for their child to be 
collected immediately and appropriate guidance followed. 
 

The use of space, split breaks/lunches and zoning is a real challenge for us and we do not have a 
perfect solution because we basically do not have enough appropriate space or facilities but we 
think our plan provides the best solution possible given these limitations. 
 
Uniform and equipment Y9-13 

 All students Y9-11 will wear school uniform apart from on days when they have practical PE 
lessons.  Sixth Form must follow the required dress code. 

 PE – when students have timetabled practical PE lessons they will be allowed to come in 
their school PE kit - this is to avoid the use of changing rooms.  Track suit bottoms or 
leggings should be worn during the remainder of the day for non PE lessons unless shorts 
are at least knee length.  Any students that comes to school in non-school uniform will have 
parents contacted and sent home to change. 

 Students will be outside as much as possible.  Please have an appropriate light weight 
waterproof coat in your bags. 

 Students must bring with them their own equipment i.e. pens, pencils, ruler, calculator, 
compass and other mathematical equipment, coloured pens, etc; these cannot be shared 
amongst students. 

 Student in Y9-10 must bring in a reading book for DEAR (Drop Everything and Read).  It is 
going to be difficult to loan books.  If any students does not have a book to bring in and read 
speak to your tutor and we will give you one from our book store to keep in your bag and 
use. 

 Our existing mobile phone policy will be in action, i.e. phones in bags, switched off, not to be 
used in school. 

 
GCSEs, A Levels and Vocational Exams 

 Ofqual have told us that they have a clear intention these will take place next summer.  This 
is still under consultation so once I know more I will let you know. 

 
 
Results Days 2020 

 Year 12 and 13 will have their results e mailed to them on August 14.  Any student that 
wishes to come into school for next steps advice will be given a time slot by Mr Haydon and 
Mrs Hewson. 

 Year 11 will be e mailed their results on august 20.  Any students that wishes or needs to 
come into school to discuss next steps will be given a time slot in due course. 

 Year 10 students will have their GCSE RE results be mailed to them on August 20. 

 We will send more specific detail out to students and parents in these year groups over the 
next few weeks about Results Days procedures. 

 
Risk Assessment and Behaviour Policy 

 We will be updating these documents and publishing them on the website in light of the 
new guidance. 

 
Parent/carer contact 

 If you wish to speak to a member of staff please telephone or email.  Parents will only be 
allowed on site by mutually convenient appointment.  It is very likely that all parent 



consultation evenings in at least the first term will be remote i.e. either using Teams, 
telephone or email. 

 
Many thanks for your patience in reading this very lengthy update which is full of rules and 
regulations and I am under no illusions is not the most entertaining of reads.  I see these as providing 
a necessary structure that is needed in order for Alleyne’s to continue to be our usual caring and 
aspirational school.  The priority is that we are all safe and all of our students achieve.  Much of the 
above is relying on compliance from students; I ask please parents/carers please emphasise the 
importance of following these rules and recommendations.  I understand that sometimes students 
forget to follow new rules and I have worked in school long enough I think to know when genuine 
mistakes are made and obviously we will take this into account but what cannot be tolerated is any 
behaviour that is purposely putting others at risk. 
 
The Government acknowledges that social distancing amongst children is virtually impossible once 
all year groups are back in school.  We hope the above strategies reassure you that we are doing our 
absolute best, within the constraints of the resources we have, to maintain a healthy educational 
environment.  I regret to say there will probably be other updates from me before September.  I 
apologise that you have to plough through them.  Thank you again so much for your support.  I hope 
that you all manage to have a super summer holiday.  Teachers will not be setting work, but it might 
be a good opportunity for students to catch up on anything that has already been set.  Let’s hope 
the sun returns and we are all so looking forward to seeing the school happy and busy again in 
September. 
 
Kindest regards  
 
Karen Lockett 
Head Teacher 
 
 
Useful websites/contacts 
 
Coronavirus tests can be booked here 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
 
On line learning 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources 
 
 
Grants  
 
https://grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/ (families with a child with a disability in the household) 
 
 
Healthy Minds and Bodies 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z69k382 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z69k382


 
https://www.mind.org.uk/ 
 
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/ 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/nhs-fitness-studio/ 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/ 
 
 
Safeguarding Concerns 
 
C.bailey@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk  (Alleyne’s Safeguarding Lead) 
 
 
NSPCC 
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/nspcc-helpline/ 
 
 
Food Banks 
 
https://stonecommunityhub.org/food%20bank.html 
 
https://www.hobstafford.co.uk/  (House Of Bread Tel 01785 243492) 
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