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***Act 1 

Scene 1 
The play opens with the three witches in a storm upon the heath planning to meet again after the battle to 
speak with Macbeth. 

•  (First witch) “in thunder, lightning or in rain” 

• (All 3 witches) “fair is foul and foul is fair, hover through the fog and filthy air” 

Scene 2 
King Duncan asks a wounded captain for news from the battlefield. The Captain tells him that generals 
Macbeth and Banquo fought bravely. Ross arrives with news that the traitorous Thane of Cawdor has been 
defeated. Duncan orders the traitor to be killed and that the hero Macbeth should be given the title. 

• (Captain) “brave Macbeth” 

• “his brandish’d steel which smoked with bloody execution” 

• (Captain about Macbeth) “he unseam’d him from the nave to th’chaps” 

• “what he hath lost, noble Macbeth hath won” 

Scene 3 
The witches hail Macbeth as the Thane of Cawdor they also prophecise that he will become King. The 
witches declare that Banquo will never be King but that his children will sit upon the throne. The witches 
then vanish. Ross and Angus inform Macbeth that he is to be made Thane of Cawdor.  

• “look not like th’inhabitants o’th’earth” 

• (Macbeth wants to witches to tell him more) “stay you imperfect speakers, tell me more” 

• (Banquo warns Macbeth about trusting the witches) “to win us to our harm the instruments of 
darkness tell us truths” 

• “make my seated heart knock at my ribs” 

• “look how our partner’s rapt” 

Scene 4 
At the King’s castle Duncan thanks Banquo and Macbeth for their loyalty and they swear allegiance to him. 
The King then names his son Malcom as his heir. Macbeth recognises that Malcolm stands in his way if he 
is to become king,  

• “I have begun to plant thee and will labour to make thee full of growing” 

• (Macbeth) “let not light see my black and deep desires” 
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Scene 5 
Macbeth’s castle, Lady Macbeth reads a letter from her husband. She fears he is too soft to do what it 
takes to be king. Macbeth arrives and Lady Macbeth instructs him that he must kill Duncan that very night. 

• (Macbeth to L.Macbeth in his letter) “my dearest partner of greatness” 

• “I do fear thy nature, it is too full o’th’milk of human kindness” 

• “pour my spirits in thine ear” 

• (L.Macbeth) “come you spirits…unsex me here” 

• “great Glamis, worthy Cawdor” 

• (L.Macbeth trying to manipulate Macbeth) “look like th’innocent flower, but be the serpent 
under’t” 

Scene 6 
Duncan arrives at the castle in good spirits with his many lords and servants and is greeted by Lady 
Macbeth. 

• “conduct me to mine host: we love him highly” 

Scene 7 
Macbeth is doubtful about going through with the murder. Lady Macbeth controls and manipulates him 
into believing they can get away with it. She emotionally blackmails him. She tells him the plan to drug the 
guards and smear their faces with blood.  

• “we will proceed no further in this business” 

• “From this time, such I account thy love” 

• (L.Macbeth to Macbeth) “when you durst do it, then you were a man” 

• (L.Macbeth) “dash’d the brains out” 

• “screw your courage to the sticking place” 

 

***Act 2 

Scene 1 
Macbeth has an unnerving vision of a dagger floating in front of him. Lady Macbeth gives the signal and 
Macbeth makes his way to Duncan’s chambers to commit the crime. 

• (Macbeth) “Is this a dagger which I see before me” 

Scene 2 
Macbeth enters covered in blood: he has killed Duncan. He is distressed because he thought he heard a 
voices. Lady Macbeth realises that Macbeth has failed to plant the daggers on the guards, she suggests she 
do it herself. She leads them back to the chamber and reassures him that they can wash away the blood.  

• (Macbeth) “Macbeth does murder sleep” 

• “Infirm of purpose” 

• (L.Macbeth) “a little water clears us of this deed” 

Scene 3 
A drunken Porter stumbles to answer the knocking at the door from Macduff and Lennox. Macduff enters 
and finds the King dead. Macbeth announces that he has killed the guards in a fit of rage. Macduff is 
suspicious of why Macbeth has acted so hastily. Duncan’s sons Malcom and Donalbain decide to flee. 



• “Lamentings heard i’th’air, strange screams of death” 

• (Macduff on discovering Duncan murdered) “Oh horror, horror, horror!” 

• “I do repent thee of my fury that I did kill them” 

• (Donalbain) “There’s daggers in men’s smiles” 

Scene 4 
Ross and an old man discuss the strange supernatural goings on of the past few days. Macduff informs 
Ross that Macbeth has been made King. He thinks that the guards seems like the most likely killers and 
that the king’s sons look suspicious now they have fled. 

 

***Act 3 

Scene 1 
Banquo reflects on Macbeth’s coronation and seems a little suspicious. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth invite 
Banquo to a feast and Banquo exits to go riding. Macbeth hires some murderers to get rid of Banquo and 
his son Fleance. 

• (Banquo about Macbeth) “I fear thou played most foully for’t” 

• “I wish your horses swift and sure of foot” 

Scene 2 
Lady Macbeth and Macbeth both admit to feeling guilty about what they have done. Macbeth then reveals 
his plan to have Banquo and Fleance murdered which shocks Lady Macbeth. 

• “”why do you keep alone” 

•  “we have scorch’d the snake not kill’d it” 

• (Macbeth) “full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife” 

• “be innocent of the knowledge dearest chuck” 

Scene 3 
The murderers succeed in murdering Banquo while Fleance escapes. 

Scene 4 
At the feast Macbeth is informed of Banquo’s murder and is angered by Fleance’s escape. He then sees 
Banquo’s ghost sitting in his place at the table. Lady Macbeth attempts to cover for him. Macbeth informs 
Lady Macbeth that he has heard from a spy that Macduff is planning to stay away. He decides to visit the 
witches again. 

• “then comes my fit again” 

• “the worm has fled…no teeth for the present” 

• (Macbeth on seeing Banquo’s ghost) “never shake thy gory locks at me” 

• “the fit is momentary” 

Scene 5 
Upon the heath in another storm the witches meet with Hecate the goddess of witchcraft. Hecate is cross 
with them for meddling with Macbeth without consulting her and orders them to show him visions that 
will fill him with confidence for his future. 

 



Scene 6 
Lennox and another Lord discuss recent goings on. Fleance has been officially blamed for Banquo’s death 
but both men suspect Macbeth. The Lord tells Lennox that Macduff has gone to England to join Malcom 
and beg for support from the English. 

 

***Act 4 

Scene 1 
In a cavern the witches and Hecate make a spell. Macbeth and the Witches summon three horrible 
apparitions each one gives him a prediction. A floating armoured head warns him to beware Macduff. A 
child covered in blood tells him “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth”. Finally a crowned child holding 
a tree tells him he will be safe until Birnam Wood moves to Dunsinane. Finally they summon the vision of 
eight crowned Kings similar in appearance to Banquo the last of whom carries a mirror. Macbeth orders 
the murderers to kill everyone in Macduff’s castle including Macduff’s wife and children. 

• (The witches) “double double toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble” 

• (Bloody child apparition) “none of woman born shall harm Macbeth” 

• “deny me this and an eternal curse shall fall upon you” 

• “infected be the air on which they ride” 

Scene 2 
At Macduff’s castle Lady Macduff questions Ross about why her husband has fled. The murderers then 
enter and kill Macduff’s son when Lady Macduff tries to escape they chase after her. 

Scene 3 
In England Malcom is suspicious of Macduff’s loyalties as he has fled without his family. He decides to test 
him. Macduff passes the test thanks to his loyalty to Scotland. Ross begs Malcom to return to Scotland 
Malcom says he will return with an army of 10,000 English soldiers. Ross breaks down and informs Macduff 
that his wife and children are dead. Macduff is devastated but swears revenge on Macbeth. 

• “I think our country sinks beneath the yoke” 

• “I am yet unknown to woman” 

• “your wife and babes savagely slaughtered” 

• (Macduff) “all my pretty chickens” 

 

***Act 5 

Scene 1 
A doctor and a gentlewoman discuss Lady Macbeth’s strange sleep walking when Lady Macbeth enters in a 
trance. She talks about the murders of Lady Macduff and Banquo and claims she sees blood on her hands. 

• (L.Macbeth) “Out damned spot” 

• “what’s done cannot be undone” 

Scene 2 
Outside the castle some Lords are horrified by Macbeth’s behaviour. They decide the Scottish army will 
join forces with the English army at Birnam Wood while Macbeth fortifies Dunsinane Castle. 



Scene 3 
The witches have left Macbeth feeling invincible and he boasts than he cannot be killed. He calls his 
servant Seyton and insists on wearing his armour. The doctor informs him that Lady Macbeth’s mental 
health has worsened. 

• (Macbeth on his Wife’s mental turmoil) “cure her of that” 

Scene 4 
Near Birnam Wood Malcom and the English Lord Siward hatch a plan to disguise their army by cutting 
down branches and using them to hide how many soldiers they have. 

Scene 5 
Seyton informs Macbeth that Lady Macbeth has killed herself. A messenger enters with the news that 
Birnam Wood is moving towards Dunsinane. Macbeth realises that the prophecy has come true and he is 
now in danger but says he will die fighting. 

• (Macbeth) “I have almost forgot the taste of fears” 

• (Macbeth on L.Macbeth’s death) “She should have died hereafter; there would have been a time 
for such a word” 

• “out, out brief candle” 

Scene 6 
Outside the battle commences Malcom orders the soldiers to throw away their branches and draw their 
swords. 

Scene 7 
Macbeth fights arrogantly thinking that no one of woman born can harm him. He kills Siward’s son before 
disappearing into the battle. 

Scene 8 
Macduff and Macbeth finally meet upon the battlefield. Macbeth informs Macduff of the witches’ 
prophecy and the fact that he cannot be killed. Macduff remarks that he was born by a Caesarean section. 
Macbeth becomes frightened but refuses to surrender and they exit fighting. 

• (Macduff speaking to Macbeth) “turn hell-hound turn” 

• “my soul is charg’d with blood of thine already” 

• (Macduff) “Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripp’d” 

• “yet I will try the last” 

• (Macbeth decides to fight to the end) “Lay on Macduff” 

Scene 9 
Malcom and Siward walk in the castle after winning the battle. Ross informs Siward his son is dead. 
Macduff enters with Macbeth’s head. Malcom is confirmed King of Scotland and order is restored. 

• “your son, my lord, has paid a soldier’s debt” 

• (Malcolm about Macbeth and L.Macbeth) “this dead butcher and his fiend like queen” 


