
Subject Curriculum Map: Applied Psychology Year 12 - 2022-23 

Exam Board & Assessment Method: BTEC – External Assessment 

 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject 

and how they relate to each other.  They will develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of scientific methods.  Also students will develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical 

and problem-solving skills.  It will encourage an interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further 

study and careers associated with the subject.   

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 12 students cover 2 topics across the year, starting with the 2 core topics 

(Approaches and Research Methods) that are central to understanding throughout the topics.  These topics being split between two 

teachers.  Students have 9 lessons of Applied Psychology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent learning tasks 

that are complete outside of lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as opportunities 

to practice assessment questions.  Teachers use different teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout 

including :- flipped learning preparation tasks, group work leading to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, 

presentations etc.  Students are also required to carry out a small scale investigation as part of the Conducting Psychological 

Research unit of coursework. 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets.  This will mean they are able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will move 

on Year 13 and made the transition to Applied General Level study.  They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and 

fundamental British values to ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 

 

Units 

Unit 1 – Psychological Approaches and Applications 

Unit 2 – Conducting Psychological Research 



Year 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Psychological 
Approaches and 
Applications 
(Exam Unit) 
 
Learning 
Approach 
Social Approach 
 
Conducting 
psychological 
research 
(Controlled 
assessment) 
 
Principles of 
research 
 
Key terms used in 
research 
 
Research process 

Cognitive 
Approach 
 
Biological 
Approach  
 
Principles of 
research 
 
Key terms used in 
research 
 
Research process 

Application of 
approaches to 
aggression 
 
Plan research to 
investigate 
psychological 
questions 
 
Research 
methods  
 
Developing 
research methods 

Application of 
approaches to 
consumer 
behaviour 
 
Carry out a pilot 
study to explore 
current issues in 
psychology 
 
Data Collection 
 
Data Analysis 
 
Presenting 
findings 

Application of 
approaches to 
explain gender 
 
Exam 
Write up carrying 
out 
 
Review 
implications of 
research into 
psychological 
inquiry 
 
Review research 
process and 
findings 

Coursework – 
Conducting 
psychological 
research 
 
Review 
implications of 
research into 
psychological 
inquiry 
 
Review research 
process and 
findings 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Classical 
conditioning, 
operant 
conditioning, social 
learning theory – 
observation, 
imitation, 
reinforcement 
Conformity, social 
influence, 
normative and 
informational, 
internalisation, 
identification, 

Reconstructive 
memory, schema, 
cognitive priming, 
semantic, 
associative, 
cognitive biases 
 
Genes, 
pheonotype, 
genotype, 
neuroanatomy, 
neurochemistry, 
hormones, 
neurotransmitters, 

Cognitive – 
priming, hostile 
attribution bias 
 
Social – conformity, 
social group morms 
 
Learning – operant 
conditioning, social 
learning 
 
Biological – 
evolution, brain 
structures, 

Cognitive – schema, 
cognitive priming, 
biases in 
informational 
processing 
 
Social – social 
norms, the 
Bandwagon Effect 
 
Learning – classical 
and operant 
conditioning, social 
learning 

Cognitive – role of 
biases, schema 
 
Social – peer 
influences, 
conformity 
 
Learning – 
conditioning, social 
learning 
 
Biological – 
hormones, 
evolutionary 

 
 
As previously – 
concepts applied to 
final report on 
investigation 
carried out 



compliance, social 
categorisation 
 
Inductive/deductive 
reasoning, scientific 
processes, primary 
data, generalise, 
experiments, self 
report, case 
studies, content 
analysis, 
hypotheses, 
variables, 
operationalisation, 
reliability, validity, 
sampling, design, 
ethics, literature 
reviews 

evolutionary 
psychology, 
adaptation, sexual 
selection 
 
Inductive/deductive 
reasoning, scientific 
processes, primary 
data, generalise, 
experiments, self 
report, case 
studies, content 
analysis, 
hypotheses, 
variables, 
operationalisation, 
reliability, validity, 
sampling, design, 
ethics, literature 
reviews 

neurochemistry, 
genes 
 
Qualitative, 
quantitative, 
reliability, validity, 
proposals, 
rationale, ethical 
considerations 

 
Biological – 
neuromarketing 
 
Data collection, 
participants, 
samples, 
quantitative, 
qualitative data 
analysis, graphs 
 
 

 
Review success of 
process so all 
previous terms 
 
Issues encountered 
Effect on 
psychological well 
being, impact on 
practice, life 
chances 

Subject specific skills Knowledge – 
principles of 
research, key terms 
used when carrying 
out an investigation 
 
Assess – principles 
and processes 
involved in 
enquiries 
 
Evaluate – 
importance of 
research in 
psychological 
enquiry 

Knowledge – 
principles of 
research, key terms 
used when carrying 
out an investigation 
 
Assess – principles 
and processes 
involved in 
enquiries 
 
Evaluate – 
importance of 
research in 
psychological 
enquiry 

Plan a pilot study 
Knowledge to 
explain proposal 
 
Assess different 
methods when 
planning 
 
Evaluate methods 
when planning 
proposals 

Practical – perform 
a pilot study 
 
Knowledge – 
explain findings in 
appropriate format 
 
Analyse – findings 
from own research 
 
Evaluate findings 
and own research 

Explain success 
using reflection and 
feedback 
 
Explain implications 
for future 
 
Analyse research  
for future, 
provision and 
development 
 
Evaluate the 
implications 
 

Explain success 
using reflection and 
feedback 
 
Explain implications 
for future 
 
Analyse research  
for future, 
provision and 
development 
 
Evaluate the 
implications 
 



1.SMSC Moral – ethical 
issues in the 
studying of human 
behaviour 
 

Social – working in 
groups in Methods 
practicals / 
implication for 
economy of 
psychological 
findings 
 

Social – study of 
individuals within 
groups – 
conformity, 
obedience 
 

Moral – ethical  
considerations 
when carrying out 
research 

Cultural – how 
findings may be 
cultural bound 

Moral – ethical 
issues with 
offender profiling 
Cultural – 
measuring crime 

2.Skills For life Independence – 
the promotion of 
the Independent 
Learning S of W 
Resilience – with 
the first assessment 
at a new level 
developing a 
growth mindset 
Literacy – key 
terms for each 
approach 
 

Teamwork – group 
work in Methods 
practical’s (for 
experience) 
Literacy – key 
terms for each 
approach 
Numeracy – 
measures of central 
tendency, 
dispersion, ways of 
presenting data 

Resilience – in 
response to first set 
of Progression 
Exams 
Communication – 
written 
communication in 
essay focus, verbal 
communication in 
feedback 
Literacy – key 
terms of the 
subject 
Creativity – in 
Methods practicals 
Problem Solving – 
in Methods 
practicals 
 
 
 

Empathy – for 
others from actions 
taken 
Independence – the 
ability to carry out 
pilot study 
independently 
Leadership – and 
the responsibilities 
to others 
Literacy – key terms 
of the subject 
 

As previously As previously 

3.FBV Mutual respect – 
promotion via 
induction of respect 
for different views 
 

Tolerance – of 
alternative views 

Rule of Law – 
aggression and 
criminal liability 

Democracy – social 
influence and social 
change 
 

Tolerance–of 
different gender 
identities 

 

Stretch & challenge   NHS Careers Fair 
Trip  

   



Key assessment 
focus, suggested 
assessments 

 Mock Exam on Unit 
1 Approaches and 
Applications 

  May External Exam 
– Approaches and 
Applications  

Internal assessment 
complete 

 


