
 

Subject Curriculum Map: Applied Criminology Year 12 - 2022-23 

Exam Board & Assessment Method: WJEC 

 

Curriculum Intent: To allow students to develop an understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the criminal 

justice sector, social and probation work and sociology and psychology.  

WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of psychology, law and sociology that complements 

studies in humanities.  

This is an Applied General qualification.  This means it is designed primarily to support learners progressing to university.  It has been 

designed to offer exciting and interesting experiences that focus learning for 16-19 year-old learners and adult learners through applied 

learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked to the criminal justice system.  The 

qualification would support learners’ progression from any study at Level 2, particularly GCSEs in Sociology, Law, Psychology, 

Citizenship, History and Humanities. 

 

Curriculum Implementation:  In Year 12 students cover 2 topics across the year, starting with the topics required to achieve 

the applied certificate (Changing Awareness of Crime (Internal- set task), Theories of Crime (External – Exam).  These topics being split 

between two teachers.  Students have 9 lessons of criminology per fortnight.  They are also provided with independent learning tasks 

that are complete outside of lessons.  Such work provides opportunities to consolidate and extend learning as well as opportunities to 

practice assessment questions for the examined unit and complete the task for the internally assessed unit.  Teachers use different 

teaching strategies to develop independence and resilience throughout including :- flipped learning preparation tasks, group work leading 

to discussion, timed independently produced assessment, presentations etc.  Students are also offered the opportunity to taste 

Criminology in Action with a visit to external venues / speakers. 

 

Curriculum Impact: Students will achieve in line with aspirational targets.  This will mean they are able to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding and will have well developed skills of application, analysis and evaluation.  As a result they will move on 

Year 13 and made the transition to study at Key Stage 5.  They will also have developed SMSC, skills for life and fundamental British 

values to ensure they are effective future citizens within society. 



 

Year 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes, Concepts & 
Ideas 

Changing 
perceptions of 
crime - 
Understand how 
crime reporting 
affects the public 
perception of 
criminality 
 
Theories of crime - 
Understand social 
constructions of 
criminality 
 

Changing 
perceptions of 
crime - 
Understand how 
crime reporting 
affects the public 
perception of 
criminality 
 
 
Theories of crime 
– know theories of 
criminality 

Changing 
perceptions of 
crime - 
Understand how 
campaigns are 
used to elicit 
change  
 
Theories of crime 
– understand 
causes of 
criminality 

Changing 
perceptions of 
crime -  Plan 
campaigns for 
change relating to 
crime 
 
Theories of crime – 
understand causes 
of policy change 

Completion of Unit 
1 internal 
assessment 
 
Theories of crime - 
EXAM 

Unit 3 preparation 
-Crime Scene to 
Courtroom 
 
Unit 4 preparation 
– Crime and 
Punishment 

Knowledge and 
understanding 

Different types of 
crime – white collar, 
moral, state, 
technological, hate, 
honour, domestic 
abuse and public 
awarness, Reasons 
for unreported 
crime – personal, 
social and cultural, 
consequences of 
unreported crime, 
ripple effect, cultural 
consequences, 
decriminalisation, 
police prioritisation, 
unrecorded crime, 
cultural change, 
procedural change 
 
Compare criminal 
behaviour and 
deviance – norms, 

Media and crime – 
newspapers, 
television, film, 
electronic media, 
social media, music 
Impact of media on 
public perception – 
moral panic, 
deviance 
amplification, 
changing public 
concerns and 
attitudes, 
perceptions of crime 
trends, stereotyping 
of criminals, 
responses to crime 
and types of 
punishment, 
changing priorities 
and emphasis, Crime 
Statistics, home 
office, reliability, 

Campaigns to 
change – policy eg 
Unlock, law eg 
Sarah’s Law, 
methods, media 
support, success, 
change priorities eg 
No Knives, Better 
Lives, Change 
funding eg We wont 
wait, change 
awareness eg Me 
Too, Change 
Attitudes eg Stop 
Hate UK, how 
campaigns use the 
media – blogs, viral 
messaging, social 
networking, 
advertising, radio, 
TV, film, 
documentary, word 

What crime, aspect, 
aims, objectives, 
justifying choice of 
campaign, target 
audience, methods 
and materials, 
timescales, finances, 
other resources, 
Design, structuring, 
using images, use of 
language, promoting 
action, considering 
audience, aligning 
material with your 
campaign 
Justifying a campaign 
for change, 
presenting a case for 
action, using 
evidence to support 
your case, use of 
persuasive language 
 

Revision for Unit 2 
 
Revision 
 
EXAM 

Completion of 
Internal Unit / 
Introduce Unit 3 
  
Complete Unit 1 and 
Introduce Unit 3 
 
 



 

values and moral 
codes, deviance, 
criminal behaviour, 
formal sanctions, 
social construction, 
law changes, 
cultural, historical, 
legal applications 

validity, ethics, 
purpose, crime 
survey 
 
Biological theories, 
physiological, 
somatotypes, 
genetic theories, 
biochemical, brain 
injuries, 
Individualistic – 
psychodynamic, 
personality, 
learning, differential 
association, 
cognitive theory, 
moral development 
Sociological – 
functionalist, 
subcultural, 
interactionism, 
Marxism, right and 
left realism, 
surveillance 
 
 
 
 

of mouth, events, 
print, websites,  
 
Analysing situations 
of criminality – 
Eddie, Ford Pinto, 
Simon, Darren, 
Enron, Sharon,  
Evaluate theories- in 
cases 

Assess use of 
criminological 
theories in policy 
development 
 
Biological, - crime 
control, Genetics – 
sterilisation, 
Psychoanalysis, 
Token economy, 
aversion therapy, 
CBT, Anger 
Management, 
Poverty, Equal opps, 
education in prison, 
reintegrative 
shaming, Situational 
CP, Environmental 
CP, Penal populism, 
Inequality reduction, 
democratic policing, 
multi agency, CCTV, 
profiling, values 
Social change and 
policy – values and 
norms, public 
perception, 
demographic 
changes, cultural 
changes  

Subject specific skills Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Explanation – 
reasons and 
consequences of 
crime  
Analysis of different 
types of crime 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Compare campaigns 
for change 
Evaluate 
effectiveness of 
media used in 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Planning a campaign 
Designing materials 
used 
Justifying a 
campaign for change 

Knowledge and 
Understanding – key 
terms, use of 
evidence 
Assess use of 
criminological 
theories on policy 
Explain how social 
changes affect policy 

All skills evident in 
assessment 

 



 

Explanation – impact 
of media 
representation on 
public perception 
Evaluate methods of 
statistical collection 
Compare criminal 
behaviour and 
deviance 
Explain social 
construction of 
criminality 
 

campaigns for 
change 
Describe biological 
theories of 
criminality 
Individualistic and 
sociological theories 

Analyse situations of 
criminality 
Evaluate 
criminological 
theories to explain 
causes of criminality 

Discuss how 
campaigns affect 
policy making 

1.SMSC Moral – what is 
crime and what are 
its consequences 
Cultural – how is 
criminality socially 
constructed 
 

Social – how are 
patterns of crime 
collected, how do 
media 
representations 
affect public 
perception 
 

Moral – analysis of 
causes of crime – 
offender, victim, 
focus 
Social – how are 
campaigns for 
change formed and 
how effective may 
they be 

Social – how are 
policies constructed  
 

All as previous  

2.Skills For life Independence – the 
promotion of the 
Independent 
Learning S of W 
Resilience – with the 
first assessment at a 
new level developing 
a growth mindset 
Literacy – key terms 
for each approach 
Numeracy -  
methods of 
collecting crime 
statistics 
 

Teamwork – 
describing particular 
theories of 
criminality 
Empathy – for 
victims and 
offenders within 
crime situations   

Problem solving – 
planning a campaign 
for change  
Creativity – 
designing materials 
for use in campaign 
Communication – 
justify campaign and 
adopting 
appropriate means 
of communication 

 Independence 
Leadership 
Creativity 
Resilience 
Problem Solving 
Communication 
Literacy 
Numeracy 

Teamwork 
Empathy 
Independence 
Leadership 
Creativity 
Resilience 
Problem Solving 
Communication 
Literacy 
Numeracy 

3.FBV Mutual respect – 
promotion via 

Individual Liberty – 
linked to notions of 

Tolerance  - of 
different child 
rearing practices 

Rule of law – policy 
development and 
democratic process 

  



 

induction of respect 
for different views 
Tolerance – of 
alternative views 

free will in theories 
of criminality 
 

Stretch & challenge Higher order 
Evaluation and 
Justification on links 
between media / 
public perception 
 

Evaluation of media 
effectiveness 
 
Evaluate of theories 
of criminality 

Justification of 
campaign 
 

Discussion of 
campaigns and 
influence on policy  

  

Key assessment focus, 
suggested 
assessments 

 Dec – Mock papers 
and set task 

 March – internal set 
task unit 1  

May – external 
paper Unit 2 

 

Visits/extra-curricular      Trip to London 
(Bedlam, Natural 
History Museum – 
The Mind, Freud 
Museum, Jack the 
Ripper, Places of 
cultural interest) 
 

Homework/Independent 
Learning 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
 

Independent 
Learning Scheme of 
Learning per topic to 
supplement lesson 
materials with 
consolidation and 
application 
opportunities, plus 
regular assessment 
preparation 
 
Documentary use as 
and when 
appropriate  

 


