
Year 10 English Literature Mock Revision List March 2022 

‘The Woman in Black’ Mock Preparation Booklet 

The mock exam for English Literature will be on a character. You will have 45 minutes to 

write about an extract from the novel and then link this to the novel as a whole. 

Revision list: 

 Learn key quotations from this booklet to use when answering the question in the 

exam. 

 Use the information below to make sure you understand the plot of the whole text. 

 Complete past exam questions in the homework booklet for Year 10 English 

Literature. 

 Use the BBC Bitesize revision guide to revise the novel: The Woman in Black - GCSE 

English Literature Revision - BBC Bitesize 

Chapter 1: Christmas Eve 

- We begin the story in Arthur’s present day, where he is living happily 

with his second wife, Esme – and her children – at Monk’s Piece. They 

begin their Christmas tradition, and Arthur becomes uneasy; he decides 

to write down the story of his past in an effort to come to terms with it.  

“I was the one who, to judge by my agitation of this evening, was still 

affected by it deeply, it was from me alone that the ghost must be driven.” 

“I like to look about me at the sky above my head, whether there are moon 

and stars or utter darkness, and into the darkness ahead of me; I like to 

listen for the cries of nocturnal creatures and the moaning rise and fall of 

the wind…” 

“Could I not be free of it at least for that blessed time, was there no way of 

keeping the memory, and the effects it had upon me, at bay…” 

“Like an old wound, it gave off a faint twinge now and again, but less and 

less often, less and less painfully… Of late, it had been like the outermost 

ripple of a pool, merely the faint memory of a memory.” 

Chapter 2: A London Particular 

- We go back to Arthur at 23 years old, where he has been asked by his 

boss (Mr Bentley), to go on a business trip. He is sent to Crythin Gifford, 

where he has been told to go to the house of recently deceased Alice 

Drablow, and sort through her affairs.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyxg9qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyxg9qt


“It was a yellow fog, a filthy, evil-smelling fog, a fog that choked and 

blinded, smeared and stained.” 

“I felt nothing other than curiosity, a professional interest… coupled with 

a mild sense of adventure. “ 

“But what is perhaps remarkable is how well I can remember the 

minutest detail of that day; for all that nothing untoward had yet 

happened, and my nerves were steady.” 

Chapter 3: The Journey North 

- On his journey, Arthur sorts through Mrs Drablow’s file. He meets 

Crythin Gifford local, Samuel Daily, who shows an interest in Arthur’s 

business trip. Samuel offers to take Arthur from the station to his 

lodgings.  

Chapter 4: The Funeral of Mrs Drablow  

- At Arthur’s hotel, the locals act suspiciously when asked about Mrs 

Drablow. Mr Jerome (Mrs Drablow’s agent) arrives to take Arthur to the 

funeral, where he sees a woman dressed all in black who looks unwell. 

He also sees a row of children standing at the gates of the graveyard. 

When Arthur asks Mr Jerome about the mysterious woman, Mr Jerome 

becomes scared and refuses to take Arthur to Eel Marsh House (Mrs 

Drablow’s home).  

“even the swift glance I took of the woman showed me enough to recognize 

that she was suffering from some terrible wasting disease, for not only was 

she extremely pale… only the thinnest layer of flesh was tautly stretched 

and strained across her bones…” 

“Mr. Jerome looked frozen, pale, his throat moving as if he were unable to 

utter.” 

“she would have been branded as a witch and local legends and tales were 

still abroad and some extravagant folklore still half-believed in.” 

 

Chapter 5: Across the Causeway  

- Keckwick (a driver familiar with Eel Marsh), arrives to take Arthur to the 

house. Keckwick leaves and Arthur explores the grounds, and spots the 

woman in black again, but she appears to vanish as he gets closer. 



Arthur decides not to wait for Keckwick, and begins to walk back 

towards the town.  

“My head reeled at the sheer and startling beauty, the wide, bare openness 

of it. The sense of space, the vastness of the sky above and on either side 

made my heart race.” 

“Suddenly conscious of the cold and the extreme bleakness and eeriness 

of the spot and of the gathering dusk of the November afternoon…”  

“Her face, in its extreme pallor, her eyes, sunken but unnaturally bright, 

were burning with the concentration of passionate emotion which was 

within her and which streamed from her.” 

“I was angry… for the emotion she had aroused in me… and the anger led 

at once to determination, to follow her and stop her, and then to ask some 

questions and receive proper replies, to get to the bottom of it all.” 

“I did not believe in ghosts. Or rather, until this day, I had not done so, and 

whatever stories I had heard of them I had, like most rational, sensible 

young men, dismissed as nothing more than stories indeed.” 

“It was one of what I can only describe… as a desperate, yearning 

malevolence…” 

Chapter 6: The Sound of a Pony and Trap 

- Fog begins to surround Arthur on the causeway and he can’t see the 

town or Eel Marsh. He hears the sound of a horse and cart, and thinks 

Keckwick is coming to get him. He hears the sound of the cart sinking in 

the marsh, and a child crying. Terrified, he goes back to Eel Marsh and 

eventually falls asleep. Keckwick arrives to fetch him, much to Arthur’s 

confusion.  

“I stood absolutely helpless in the mist that clouded me and everything 

from my sight, almost weeping in an agony of fear and frustration, and I 

knew that I was hearing… appalling last noises of a pony and trap, carrying 

a child in it…” 

“For how long I sat there, in extremes of despair and fearfulness, I do not 

know.” 

Chapter 7: Mr Jerome is Afraid 



- Arthur tried to pass the job off to Mr Jerome, with no luck – Mr Jerome 

acts suspiciously, and talks vaguely about ghosts and hauntings. Arthur 

writes to Mr Bentley, explaining he will be gone longer than expected.  

“I had been as badly frightened as a man could be. I did not think that I 

would be the first to run from physical risks and dangers, although I had no 

reason to suppose myself markedly braver than the next person.” 

Chapter 8: Spider 

- Arthur goes for dinner with Samuel Daily, where he explains his plan to 

stay at Eel Marsh until his work is done. Sam doesn’t think this is a good 

idea, but lends his dog, Spider, to Arthur for company and protection.  

”and because the cry of that child would never, I was sure, leave me for 

the rest of my life.” 

“I retrieved the bicycle… the dog ran cheerfully after me down the quiet, 

moonlit lane, toward the town. My spirits rose. In a strange way, I was 

looking forward to the morrow.” 

“"It seems to me, Mr. Daily," I said, "that I have seen whatever ghost 

haunts Eel Marsh and that burial ground." “ 

Chapter 9: In the Nursery 

 With Spider by his side, Arthur sets off to Eel Marsh House. He wakes in 

the middle of the night to see Spider standing at the bedroom door and 

growling. He follows Spider down the hallway to a locked room. As he's 

sorting, he finds a packet of letters to Alice Drablow from someone 

named Jennet (a relative of Mrs.Drablow who had a child out of wedlock 

and gave him up to the Drablows to raise). Spider growls and runs off, 

leading Arthur up the stairs and to the locked room. Now, the door is 

wide open. He realizes that the sound he was hearing was the rocking 

chair. Because the chair is rocking by itself, but there's no one else in the 

room. 

“The house felt like a ship at sea, battered by the gale that came roaring 

across the open marsh.” 

“But no one had been there. The room had been empty. Anyone who had 

just left it must have come out into the corridor and confronted me…” 

Chapter 10: Whistle and I’ll Come to You 



- Arthur is left shaken by his experiences, but continues to organise Mrs 

Drablow’s papers. He leaves briefly to go for a walk outside with Spider, 

and sees the woman in black watching him from inside the house.  

 

“But what was "real"? At that moment I began to doubt my own 

reality.” 

 

“"Rest in peace," I thought, but this poor one did not, could not.” 

 

“…I caught a glimpse of someone standing. A woman. That woman. 

She was looking directly toward me.” 

Chapter 11: A Packet of Letters 

- Arthur falls asleep, and when he wakes up, Samuel Daily is at the house. 

Arthur explains what has happened, and they go back to Crythin Gifford. 

Arthur finds the death certificate for Jennet’s child Nathanael in the pack 

of letters. He died in the marsh, witnessed by Jennet; his death drove 

her insane. Sam warns Arthur that every time Jennet’s ghost has been 

spotted, a child has died. Stella, Arthur’s fiancée, arrives.  

“Mad with grief and mad with anger and a desire for revenge.” 

“Now, I realized, there were forces for good and those for evil doing battle 

together and that a man might range himself on one side or the other.” 

“The woman in black seemed to haunt me, even here, to sit on the end of 

my bed, to push her face suddenly close to mine as I lay asleep…” 

“Was not everyone connected with that sad story now dead?” 

Chapter 12: The Woman in Black 

- Arthur leaves Crythin Gifford, convinced he has escaped the Woman. He 

marries Stella and they have a child. On a day out, Arthur sees the 

Woman in Black watching him. There is a terrible accident, and Arthur’s 

son and wife die. Present day Arthur (from Chapter 1), reflects on what 

has happened, and closes this chapter of his life.  

“My story is almost done. There is only the last thing left to tell. And that I 

can scarcely bring myself to write about.” 



“She had been a poor, crazed, troubled woman, dead of grief and distress, 

filled with hatred and desire for revenge.” 


