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WORKING TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE



We live in a world where we are slowly destroying our planet. Plastics are polluting our oceans, oil and coal and 
natural gas are being extracted from our earth at an alarming rate, yet we carry on doing harm – maybe without 

realising just what damage we are doing.

So, how do we slow down this destruction? How can we expect you as young people to play your part?

If we each focus on the small things, then big corporations will have to listen and act.



TASK 1

Please research exactly how much plastic we dispose of each year here in the UK.

Create a powerpoint if possible or a hand drawn poster which shows where all our discarded plastic ends up.

Now think about what we can do to reduce plastic.

Surely if we start to educate young people about the implications of over-using plastics, we can create a new 
generation where people choose to reject them rather than embrace them!

Let us look at packaging, plastic packaging…

Food is over-packaged, fact! Even fruit and vegetables are over packaged. Only twenty years ago we saw apples 
served in a brown paper (recyclable) bag. Today they are in a polystyrene tray with clear shrink wrapped 

polythene on the top – the same with strawberries, and so many fruit and vegetables.



TASK 2

I want us to eliminate plastic packaging on fruit and vegetables – imagine that!

It’s a start, maybe a small step forward into the mass reduction of plastics.

Our design brief was to ‘Promote a Sustainable Future’ and we can keep our planet, our earth, even our health 
going (make it sustainable), by encouraging children to grow their own fruit and vegetables!

Children would have fun, stay healthy, enjoy a balanced, healthy diet AND eliminate the need for buying many 
plastic packaged fruit and vegetables!

Remember when in first school you were asked to grow your own cress? You planted it and brought it home and 
watched it grow on your window sill. You felt ‘connected’ to that cress because you had grown it.



TASK 2

So, your task is to think about how we encourage young children to grow their own fruit and vegetables, thus 
eliminating the need for plastic packaging.

Maybe you will choose to create a logo for seed packets?

Maybe you will create a child’s gardening kit?

Maybe you will consider sustainability, eg packaging which can be recycled or even packaging which is practical 
as well as used for advertising the seeds. Could the packaging become the planting pot?



WHERE TO FIND HELP

It is a great idea to research existing products as this can help you to see what has already been produced, 
meaning you can create something even better!

Create a powerpoint full of different ‘grow your own’ type products and annotate/label them to indicate what 
you think are the product’s best features.

WHAT TO DO

Once you have come up with a few ideas yourself of names/logos/packaging ideas, sketch them out and add 
colour and try to annotate/label your designs so that I can clearly understand what you are thinking.

Email your work to me if you would like me to give you help and feedback – I am really excited to see your ideas 
and am looking forward to seeing you all from September.

p.marsh@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk


